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TASTE IS THE 
TRUE TEST. 


BRIGHT CITRUS AROMAS AND A BOLD HOP FINISH MAKE GOOSE IPA THE CHOICE 
FOR BEER JUDGES AND BEER LOVERS ALIKE. BECAUSE TASTE IS THE TRUE TEST. 
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NO PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS FOR 
EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE 


401K RETIREMENT SAVINGS WITH 
EMPLOYER MATCH 


GENEROUS PAID TIME OFF 


FREE DAILY MEALS DURING 
PAID BREAKS 


TUITION REIMBURSEMENT 


COMPLETE YOUR ONLINE APPLICATION TODAY AT 
CTY Wie) \],4=-10) Wh OVW] \ (enero) (Ley-V 11 -1°355 
| oa 





288 Golf Course Drive West | Rohnert Park, CA P 707.588.7100 


Five) GRATONRESORTCASINO.COM 


Rohnert Park, CA. © 2016 Graton Resort & Casino 
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Bacon ona 
donut seemed 
ike a welrd 


combo, too. 


More flights. More rewards. More to love. 
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Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 
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Christopher Victorio 
Metallica at the Fox Theater Dec. 17, 2016 
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WITH A CAMERA PURCHASE 
—_ SAMYS.COM *SEE STORE FOR DETAILS 
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Nikon. 
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EXTENDED ISO 
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$996.95 - $500 PLUS TAX 
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Nikon Authorized Dealer Wi ALLNIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA 
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One Step Closer to 
Bus Rapid Transit on Geary 


if ae 2 ones. 7 ts ee 


Access the Final Environmental Impact Report & 
Attend the Project Approval Hearing 


The Geary Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project will address issues with bus 
crowding and uneven wait times on Geary, saving the over 52,000 people 
who rely on Geary bus routes daily up to 20 minutes per round trip. 
Improvements like bus-only lanes and sidewalk extensions will make the 
corridor more efficient, safe and vibrant for everyone. 


The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Geary BRT project is 
now available for public review. On January 5, 2017 the San Francisco 
County Transportation Authority Board, comprised of the Board of 
Supervisors, will consider approving the Final EIR and selecting a preferred 
design for the project. To view the document and learn how to provide 
feedback, please visit GearyBRT.org. Copies are also available at libraries 
near Geary. 


Want project updates via text? Text YES to 628-600-1675 or visit 
GearyBRT.org. 
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AMBIANCE SAN FRANCISCO 


OUR LOCATIONS 
1458 Haight St. * 3979 24th St. 
1858 & 1864 Union St. » 756 Irving St. 


www.AmbianceSF.com » @AmbianceSF 
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AROUND THE BAY 


Prison Company 
Known for 

Scandals Opens 
New S.F. Facility 


One of the largest prison com- 
panies in the U.S. is opening a new half- 
way house in San Francisco. 

The Geo Group, which runs 104 
prisons and other facilities around the 
country, won a five-year, nearly $13 
million state contract to run the re-en- 
try center this month. Their new facili- 
ty, at 139 Sixth St. in SoMa, will house 
up to 80 state inmates near the end of 
their prison sentences who will receive 
job training and counseling while they 
prepare to leave incarceration. 

The state corrections department 
says the center, a former hotel, will 
be a powerful tool for helping former 
inmates transition back to normal life. 
But, in the past, other facilities in the 
Bay Area run by the same company 
have faced reports of sexual abuse of 
inmates. 

The new facility will be part of the 
state’s Male Community Re-entry Pro- 
gram (MCRP), which allows inmates 
who pass a screening process to spend 
the last 180 days of their sentence in 
the re-entry facility instead of a state 
prison. Only people who will ultimate- 
ly be released in the Bay Area will come 
to the S.F. facility. 

Residents in the program wear 
ankle monitors at all times. When 
they first arrive, they stay inside, and 
they’re progressively given more op- 
portunities to work and study outside. 

This will be the state’s fifth MCRP 
program. The first facility opened in 
2015 in Los Angeles, and other centers 
are in Bakersfield, Oroville, and San Di- 
ego. Most are also operated privately. 

“The vast majority of people in pris- 
on are going to come home, whether 
you like it or not,” California Depart- 
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
spokesperson Krissi Khokhobashvili 
says. “These facilities help ease that 
transition. There’s a built-in support 
system, and we've seen a lot of success 
with them.” 

The Geo Group already operates 
two other re-entry facilities in the Bay 
Area: the Taylor Street Center in S.F’s 
Tenderloin district, which houses state 
parolees and federal inmates, and the 
Oakland Center in Oakland, which 
houses federal inmates. 

In 2014, an independent investi- 
gator who visited the two facilities to 
determine their compliance with the 
federal Prison Rape Elimination Act 


reported that inmates at the Oakland 
Center had accused staff members of 
“sexual touching and voyeurism.” The 
report said one accused staff member 
was transferred to the Taylor Street 
Center, where they continued working 
with residents, which led to additional 
abuse allegations being filed. The in- 
vestigator also noted extremely high 
levels of security staff turnover at the 
facilities, which she says had low pay 
rates for the Bay Area. 

A Geo Group spokesperson did not 
respond to a request for comment 
about the new facility. 

Other MCRP centers around the 
state have also experienced security 
issues: At least four residents have set 
off manhunts this year by leaving with- 
out permission. (All were apprehended 
within days.) 

According to its 192-page contract, 
the SoMa facility will operate through 
at least June 30, 2021. California will 
pay the company $48 to $60 per in- 
mate per day, depending on the total 
population of the facility, as well as 
a fixed fee of $97,941.67 per month. 
The total cost for the program over the 
next four-and-a-half years will be up to 
nearly $13 million. 

The contract requires the Geo 
Group to provide residents with 
“individualized small and/or group 
counseling, [and] substance use dis- 
order counseling,” as well as “literacy, 
employment readiness, community 
survival skills, and housing assistance” 
programs. Each resident will receive a 
personal plan to help them reintegrate 
into society, the contract says. 

The new facility is just the latest 
example of a nationwide trend of 
private prison companies diversifying 
into new sectors like inmate re-entry 
services. As scrutiny grows over abuses 
in private prisons, the companies are 
hoping new programs like the San 
Francisco facility will be a growth area 
in the future. 

Visit SFWeekly.com to read the 
company’s entire contract. Casey 
Tolan 


CAN OFFERING WATER AT BARS 
REDUCE HIV INFECTIONS? 


A study by the University of Cal- 
ifornia, San Francisco, and the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation could lend 
support to the notion that installing free 
self-service water stations at gay bars may 
reduce HIV transmission rates. 

Bars are a big part of gay culture, and 
at least 57 of San Francisco's 357 water- 
ing holes have predominantly gay pa- 
trons. And all too often, heavy drinking 
is followed by sex without condoms, a 
factor in accidental HIV transmissions. 

The solution may be in the water. If 
bars install cups and water pitchers for 
patrons to serve themselves, extreme 
drunkenness can be reduced, and hope- 
fully more condom use at the end of the 
night, the study concludes. 

The results were gathered with the 
help of two bars that installed water 
stations. Patrons could then choose to 
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be breathalyzed as they left the bar, and 
the breathalyzer results were then com- 
pared with two “control” bars that did 
not have free water stations. The result? 
Bar-goers who had easy access to water 
left more sober than their counterparts 
who didn’t. 

“Even people with moderate alcohol 
intake experience a significant impact 
of drinking on sexual decision-mak- 
ing, condom use, and partner choice,” 
says the study’s principal investigator, 
Edwin Charlebois, a senior scientist at 
the UCSF Center for AIDS Prevention 
Studies. 

As to whether or not a reduced state 
of drunkenness actually decreases HIV 
transmission rates, the verdict is still 
out. The next step would be to quiz 
patrons about their activities after they 
left the studied bars. 

“We know that alcohol consumption 
affects sex risk,’ co-investigator Jen 
Hecht says. “And we know that what we 
did affects alcohol consumption. Does it 
connect? We need to look more closely.” 
Nuala Sawyer 


STUDY: 89 PERCENT FEWER GUN 
DEALERS IN CALIFORNIA SINCE 1994 


A new report released by the 
Violence Policy Center, a gun-control ad- 
vocacy organization in Washington, 
D.C., shows a sharp decrease in the num- 
ber of gun dealers across the nation. 
Based on data the center collected, 
189,051 gun dealers have closed up shop 
in the U.S. since 1994. 

The data was collected by studying 
Type 1 Federal Firearms Licenses 
(FFLs), the basic federal license re- 
quired for stores to sell guns in the 
United States: 245,628 FFLs were reg- 
istered in 1994, but that number has 
dropped to 56,577. 

California ranks pretty high in 
terms of a gun dealer reduction, with 
an 89 percent drop in 22 years. Massa- 
chusetts wins, however, with a 90 per- 
cent decrease, going from 3,851 gun 
dealerships in 1994 to 386 in 2016. 

The states with the most gun 
dealers per 100,000 residents are Wy- 
oming (95 Type 1 FFLs per 100,000 
residents); Montana (91 per 100,000 
residents); and Alaska (81 per 100,000 
residents). 

“The sharp drop in gun dealers is 
one of the most important — and little 
noticed — victories in the effort to 
reduce firearms violence in America,’ 
says Marty Langley, a senior policy an- 
alyst at the Violence Policy Center and 
the author of the report. “Fewer gun 
dealers reduces the potential number 
of sources for high-volume illegal gun 
trafficking while aiding the inspection 
and enforcement activities of federal, 
state, and local authorities.” 

A report that the Violence Policy 
Center did in 1992 showed that gun 
sellers outnumbered gas stations by 
245,000 to 210,000. Now only five 
states have that honor: Alaska, Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, and Wyoming. NS 
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Ci> SORTING THROUGH MISLEADING HEADLINES 


What Does the 
Feds’ Ruling on 
CBD Mean? 


Marijuana attorney Josh Kappel 
Says It’s way too early to panic. 


On Dec. 14, news broke that 

the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 
had created a new drug code for what they 
call “marihuana extract” and would now 
consider cannabidiol — the non-psychoac- 
tive cannabinoid better known as CBD — 
as a Schedule I controlled substance. The 
move has caused shockwaves of panic and 
confusion across the cannabis community. 

But many cannabis news sources 
incorrectly reported the facts: Leafly.com 
published a piece titled “New DEA Rule 
Says CBD Oil is Really, Truly, No-Joke Il- 
legal.” Other marijuana-related news sites 
had similar headlines. 

The truth is that the new classification 
is more of a linguistic move than any- 
thing else. 

The DEA schedules or classifies drugs, 
substances, and some chemicals into five 
categories, factoring in a given drug’s 
“acceptable medical use” and its potential 
for abuse or dependency. Those drugs 
viewed as having the highest potential 
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for abuse are given a Schedule I classifica- 
tion, which is where marijuana currently 
sits. 

In lay terms, that means the DEA 
believes all marijuana extracts contain at 
least some trace of other cannabinoids 
and therefore should be classified as 
Schedule I controlled substances. 

But here’s the problem: Only the can- 
nabis plant itself has gone through the 
process of being scheduled as a controlled 
substance, not its seeds, stems, or stocks. 
This would be the equivalent of making 
lemons a Schedule I controlled substance 
and then later suddenly saying that all 
extracts made from the leaves of lemon 
trees are bound to the laws surrounding 
lemons, even though only the lemon 
fruit itself is a scheduled substance. 

In comments published in the Federal 
Register, the DEA made direct reference 
to CBD, stating: 

“For practical purposes, all extracts 
that contain CBD will also contain at 
least small amounts of other cannabi- 
noids. However, if it were possible 
to produce from the cannabis 
plant an extract that contained 
only CBD and no other cannabi- 
noids, such an extract would fall 
within the new drug code.” 

What does it all mean? Josh 
Kappel, a partner in the marijuana 
law firm Vicente Sederberg LLC, 
thinks it’s a bit premature to panic. 





“What the DEA did is to merely label 
cannabis extracts with a particular num- 
ber under the Controlled Substance Act. 
They did not go through the proper pro- 
cess to schedule a new substance, so the 
logical extent of that rule can really only 
be what is already currently scheduled.” 

This is a pivotal distinction, Kappel 
notes, because the CBD extracted from 
the seeds, stems, and stocks of the can- 
nabis plant — in addition to the CBD 
derived from half a dozen other plants 
as well as synthetic CBD — do not cur- 
rently fall under marijuana’s Schedule | 
classification. They are, in essence, legal 
to possess and thus not eligible to be reg- 
ulated or included in any laws pertaining 
to cannabis. 

“The problem with the DEA’s rule is 
that they’re defining marijuana extract as 
any cannabinoid derived from the canna- 
bis plant,” Kappel explains. “This ignores 
the fact that there’s parts of the cannabis 
plant that aren’t scheduled, and there’s 
nothing that gives them the authority, 
without going through the proper pro- 
cess, to schedule cannabinoids that come 
from parts of the cannabis plant that 
aren't 
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scheduled.” 

Kappel feels it is far too early for 
doom and gloom, but that doesn’t mean 
the DEA’s actions should be written off 
entirely either. 

“It’s not that the DEA doesn’t have 
the power to schedule CBD as a con- 
trolled substance — it’s just that they ha- 
ven't taken the steps and gone through 
the process to do that. I think it’s import- 
ant to not make things bigger than they 
actually are. I do think it’s smart to be 
cautious. ‘Why is the DEA doing this?’ 
It's a smart question to ask.” 

While it would be hard to fault the 
public for assuming the DEA’s change 
might portend what is to come in 
Trump's administration, the action was 
taken under the leadership of Chuck 
Rosenberg, who was appointed by Attor- 
ney General Loretta Lynch in 2015 and 
found himself in hot water after making 
statements in November 2015 that the 
concept of smoking marijuana was “a 
joke.” 

Rosenberg does not reflect the views 
of the president-elect and his Cabinet as 
much as he reflects the DEA’s long-stand- 

ing position that cannabis, in 
all its forms, is an illegal drug, 
which of course reflects federal 
law — for now. 

“This almost clerical rule 
doesn't change the actual law 
with regards to CBD,” Kappel 
says. “Where people were op- 
erating before is pretty much 
where they’re still operating 
today, although this does 
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reinforce the possibility that the DEA is 
taking a broader interpretation of what’s 
controlled and what’s not controlled.” 

As with many facets of the cannabis 
sector, Kappel says the best course of 
action is to wait and see. In the interim, 
there is no viable reason to think CBD-re- 
lated products and treatments are at risk 
of being raided or shut down. Business 
continues as normal, with “normal” 
being a highly volatile climate in which 
major changes are always just around the 
corner. 

Another interesting point that Kap- 
pel makes is that a federal agency other 
than the DEA is likely to cause the most 
trouble for those manufacturing CBD 
products. 

“The actions we have seen against 
CBD products have really been from the 
FDA, and it’s the FDA that’s taken the 
position that CBD is not a nutraceutical,’ 
Kappel says. 

Kappel also notes that even beyond 
those states that have legalized medical 
marijuana and decriminalized or legal- 
ized recreational adult use, there are still 
more states that have laws protecting 
CBD. In total, 42 states currently have 
some law addressing CBD or cannabis 
or both. 

“Tf the DEA did decide to now go after 
CBD manufacturers,’ Kappel adds, “it 
would be so in the face of public opinion 
and where our country is at that I find it 
hard to believe.” 
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Lee and Adachi 
Clash Over Money 
For Immigrants’ 
Legal Defense 


Instead of providing the 
requested $5 million for lawyers, 
Ed Leehas set aside $1.5 million 
— and that money will only go to 
community organizations. 


By Beth Winegarner 


Mayor Ed Lee is refusing to 

grant Public Defender Jeff Adachi's re- 
quest for $5 million to shore up his office 
and community groups that provide legal 
counsel for undocumented immigrants. 
But Adachi and those groups say that 
won't stop them from protecting locals 
facing deportation under a Donald Trump 
administration. 

Adachi's office, along with Supervisor 
David Campos, asked Lee in November 
to bolster their coffers, expecting that 
more of San Francisco’s undocumented 
immigrants will face deportation after 
Trump takes office. Lee’s office tells 
SF Weekly that he will provide an extra 
$1.5 million this fiscal year — but only 
to community organizations, not to the 
Public Defender’s Office. 

“From the beginning, the mayor has 
advocated to increase funding to help 
protect our immigrant communities,’ 
says Deirdre Hussey, a spokesperson for 
the mayor’s office. “The public defender 
is not the only office that can do this 
work. There are community-based orga- 
nizations already doing this work who 
have the talent and infrastructure as 
well as the trust and connection to the 
communities at risk to best handle the 
reality we may face.” 

Lee’s $1.5 million could go to one or 
both of two collaborative groups that 
include 21 San Francisco organizations 
providing services to immigrants and 
refugees, says Niloufar Khonsari, exec- 
utive director of Pangea Legal Services, 
one of the groups that may share in the 
funds. However, how those dollars will 
be doled out hasn’t been decided, she 
says. 

When Trump announced his candi- 


dacy, he whipped up fears about immi- 
grants, claiming that many Mexicans, in 
particular, are “criminals” and “rapists.” 
Early in his campaign, he promised to 
deport “millions and millions of undoc- 
umented immigrants.” He also used the 
2015 murder of Kathryn Steinle — by 
Juan Francisco Lopez-Sanchez, an un- 
documented immigrant with a criminal 
history — to argue that sanctuary city 
policies in places like San Francisco 
should be abolished. 

More recently, on 60 Minutes, Trump 
told Lesley Stahl that he would start by 
deporting undocumented immigrants 
with criminal records, which he esti- 
mated would be 2 million to 3 million 
people, before “making a determination” 
about anyone else who might be in the 
country without authorization. 

Deportation efforts were already 
very active under President Barack 
Obama, earning him the title “deport- 
er-in-chief” among immigrant-rights 
activists. Between 2010 and the end of 
2014, U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement says it deported almost 
2 million people — 850,000 of whom 
were convicted of a criminal act other 
than being in the United States without 
permission. Even in San Francisco, 
which has been a sanctuary city since 
the late 1980s, roughly 7,000 residents 
were deported each year between Janu- 
ary 2010 and February 2015, according 
to Adachi’s office. 

Currently, around 37,000 immi- 
grants are subject to deportation actions 
in San Francisco’s Immigration Court, 
and roughly 1,500 were detained during 
deportation proceedings in the past 
year, according to the Public Defender’s 
Office. Immigrants who have some form 
of legal representation fare far better 
in the courts than those who wind up 
having to represent themselves, the 
office says. 

“To think that someone not trained 
in law or not fluent in English, can navi- 
gate the system is absurd,” says Francis- 
co Ugarte, the immigration attorney in 
Adachi's office. 

“There’s this misconception that by 
providing an attorney, undocumented 
people are getting out of their criminal 
obligations. Not true,” Ugarte says. 
“Someone who's locked up indefinitely 
in detention — they’re facing separation 
from their own family, or deportation 
to a country where they could die. That 
person should have a basic legal right 
to the assistance of an attorney if they 
can't afford one.” 

Khonsari agrees, noting that im- 
migration is the only area of the law 
where the government is allowed to put 
people behind bars without providing 
some form of legal counsel if they can’t 
afford their own. She said even the $5 
million that local agencies and the public 
defender asked for wouldn't have been 
enough to do all the work they expect 
they will have to do, but it would have 
brought them much closer to universal 
representation for immigrants who are 


EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


at risk of being deported. 

The mayor’s funds will help local 
agencies protect immigrants who are 
facing deportation, as well as victims of 
immigration raids and other potential 
attacks on immigrant communities, 
Khonsari says. For additional dollars, 
agencies may be able to dip into grants 
and rapid-response funds like the one 
provided by the San Francisco Founda- 
tion, she says. 

But Lee’s refusal to also dole out 
support to the Public Defender’s Office 
throws a wrench into plans for Adachi’s 
office to work with community groups, 
and it forces those organizations to 
develop an emergency plan and other 
stop-gap measures to organize among 
themselves, Khonsari says. 

“We're not going to let the mayor be 
the one to decide that this is not going 
to happen,” Ugarte says. “We’re going 
to fight to make sure this is a reality, 
and to make sure every detainee facing 
deportation has, at a minimum, access 
to an attorney.” 

Meanwhile, Ugarte says Lee’s move 
will also force the Public Defender’s 
Office to compete with others around 
the state for the additional money it 
expects to need. 

Nonprofits are campaigning for legal 
defense funds at regional and state 
levels. This month, California legislators 
introduced two new bills — Assembly 
Bill 3 and Senate Bill 6 — that would 
provide additional legal assistance to 
immigrants facing deportation. But it 
remains to be seen whether they will 
be signed into law and how the money 
would be spent. 

More money may also come with the 
next city budget cycle. 

“The Public Defender’s Office has 
been encouraged to follow the regular 
budget process for the next fiscal year 
to add additional staff and resources, 
and that budget process is underway,” 
Hussey says. 

Immigrant advocates say they still 
don’t have any solid idea what they will 
be up against once Trump takes office. 
Although he hasn’t spoken much about 
immigration in recent weeks, the presi- 
dent-elect’s appointments suggest he’s 
not backing down. He has tapped retired 
Marine Corps Gen. John Kelly, who is 
likely to support Trump’s border-tight- 
ening plans, as homeland security sec- 
retary. And immigration hardliner Kris 
Kobach, Kansas’ secretary of state, is 
Trump’s immigration adviser. 

“We don’t want to get into the busi- 
ness of predicting a worst-case scenar- 
io,’ Ugarte says. “But Trump wants more 
people deported than in this country’s 
history.” 


Beth Winegarner is an SF Weekly news writer. 
Follow her on Twitter at @beth_winegarner. 
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Ci> FINDING MONEY FOR FOOTBALL 








Oakland Approves a New Stadium 
In aHail-Mary Bid to Keep the Raiders 


Though Oakland taxpayers are in debt from the current stadium, officials want to build anew one if the team's 
move to Las Vegas falls through. 
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By Joe Kukura 


The Oakland Raiders have 

made some magnificent achievements this 
season. They have donated $50,000 to the 
families of Ghost Ship warehouse victims, 
and they have clinched their first NFL play- 
off berth in 14 years. But it’s the big move 
they’re planning that has Raiders fans wor- 
ried and the city of Oakland lining up tax- 
payer money to placate a franchise with a 
value of more than $2 billion. 

In October, the Raiders announced 
their plans to move to a $1.9 billion 
domed stadium in Las Vegas. Las Vegas 
already has the money lined up for that 
stadium, having approved a $750 million 
hotel tax in October to bolster the $650 
million offered by a casino magnate (and 
Donald Trump adviser), plus $500 mil- 
lion from Raiders owner Mark Davis. 

But the Raiders’ proposed move to 
Las Vegas is no sure thing, and NFL 
owners have the right to reject the move. 
Oakland is lining up the resources to be 
the Raiders’ Plan B, and to that end has 
enlisted a group of investors that includes 
former Raiders players Ronnie Lott and 
Marcus Allen. At separate meetings on 
Dec. 13, officials from both the city of 
Oakland and Alameda County gave pre- 
liminary approval for the city to enter 
exclusive negotiations with the Ronnie 
Lott Group and Fortress Investments to 
provide $350 million in public money to 
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build a new $1.3 billion stadium where 
the Oakland-Alameda Coliseum currently 
stands. The council did not approve any 
actual spending, though, and if the Raid- 
ers do decide to move, then the spending 
wouldn't be necessary anyway. 

About $150 million of the total 
would be in the form of a parcel of land 
currently owned by Alameda County. 
The additional $200 million would come 
from bond money procured by the city 
of Oakland, theoretically ensuring that 
Oakland’s general fund would not be 
touched. The city proposes to repay this 
bond money through a combination 
of sales taxes, parking taxes, and other 
site-specific taxes created by a new coli- 
seum infrastructure zone. But just like in 
1995, taxpayers have no guarantee that 
this proposed revenue will end up in the 
city’s coffers. 

“I grew up watching football. I grew 
up a Raider fan,” Marcus Allen said at the 
Oakland City Council meeting. “There 
are a lot of terms out there that have a 
unique relationship. The Steelers with 
Pittsburgh, Green Bay with the Packers. 
But none more galvanizing than the city 
of Oakland, none more passionate, none 
more meaningful. 

“It’s not just games, it brings people 
and communities together,” Allen said. 
“The team is so important to this city.” 

But the city of Oakland is already bad- 
ly burdened with myriad other problems, 
and still owes a huge sum of money on 
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the Raiders’ current stadium. 

“I think it is financially irresponsible 
of this body to take on additional debt 
when we already have $200 million to 
pay on the existing stadium,’ Maya Dil- 
lard Smith, a sixth-generation Oakland 
native told the council. “When we have 
an economic downturn and the city 
coffers are smaller and we've earmarked 
$100 million to this stadium and we 
don’t have enough funds to cover crucial 
city services, we will be in a hard place.” 

Her math is a little off, but in the ball- 
park of the remaining stadium and Coli- 
seum debt. Oakland still owes about $95 
million on the Coliseum itself, and about 
$60 million on the adjacent Oracle Arena, 
making the debt on the overall sports 
complex more than $150 million. 

Splurging on another new Raiders 
stadium could cause problems other 
than just debt. “I'm concerned about the 
displacement of the very community 
that I hear people talking about, and not 
all the benefits accrue to that neighbor- 
hood,” Dillard Smith said. “The fan base 
is regional, but the folks that live around 
there are highly concentrated in poverty 
and mostly Black. Once we get this stadi- 
um going, we will displace those people.” 

The city of Oakland, you may recall, 
took a bath on the 1995 Coliseum ren- 
ovation deal. That deal wasn’t supposed 
to cost taxpayers any money, but the city 
was left holding the bag when the Per- 
sonal Seat Licenses that were supposed 


to fund the stadium sold at dismally low 
rates. 

Councilmember Desley Brooks rues 
that decision to this day. “There are mon- 
ies that do not go to our general fund to 
pay for necessary services, because we 
didn’t do the due diligence that we need- 
ed to,” she complained. 

But that same due diligence in Las 
Vegas may be just what keeps the Raiders 
here in Oakland. For starters, Las Vegas 
taxpayers do not particularly want the 
Raiders there. A poll by Las Vegas TV 
station KNTV in July found that 55 per- 
cent of Las Vegas voters opposed funding 
an NFL stadium, while only 35 percent 
supported it. 

Furthermore, the NFL has tradition- 
ally wanted nothing to do with Las Vegas 
because the market is so associated with 
gambling and legalized prostitution. NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell sounded 
like he was softening on this stance at the 
Winter League Meeting this month. 

“There were some real strengths to 
the Las Vegas market,” Goodell said. “It’s 
clear the Las Vegas market has become 
a more diversified market, more broadly 
involved with entertainment and hosting 
big events. And there’s a growth to the 
market.” 

But Goodell doesn’t get a vote on this 
— only the 32 NFL team owners do. 

The Raiders have not formally applied 
to relocate to Las Vegas, and declined 
to do so at the meeting. But the team 
has publicly announced their intention 
to move, and reports indicate they’re 
angling for a vote in mid-July when the 
current season is over. 

The Raiders are under lease to con- 
tinue to play at the Oakland Coliseum 
through the 2018 season, and any move 
to Las Vegas would come no earlier than 
2019. 

They would need 24 of the 32 NFL 
owners to approve their move to Las 
Vegas. That’s no sure thing, and owners 
are concerned with more than just the 
association with gambling. While the Las 
Vegas strip may be glitzy and glamor- 
ous, Las Vegas itself is not a particularly 
affluent region. It is also a much smaller 
television market, ranking as just the 
42nd-largest market in the U.S., while the 
Bay Area is the sixth-largest. 

Should this deal succeed in keeping 
the Raiders in Oakland, the city would be 
giving up $150 million in land for free to 
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Ronnie Lott’s group, plus kicking down 
$200 million in public infrastructure 
funding for things like roads, landscap- 
ing, and lighting. The general framework 
of the deal is that the Ronnie Lott Group 
would pay for the stadium, while Oakland 
and Alameda County would pay for every 
infrastructure change necessary outside 
the stadium. 

“We can have a BART walkway that 
isn’t embarrassing and can have revenue 
generating things along it,” councilmem- 
ber Rebecca Kaplan said. “We'll want to 
make sure that they include the positive 
financials for both the team and the 
community.” 

The council did vote unanimously 
to give preliminary approval, while still 
expressing serious reservations. “Most of 
the public feedback that I have received 
so far from my district, actual emails and 
calls from residents in my district, are 
asking me not to support this,” coun- 
cilmember Annie Campbell Washington 
said — before voting for it anyway. 

“That is based on concerns about 
public dollars being spent to keep a team, 
public dollars for what they believe are 
millionaires, and public dollars being 
spent when there are so many other deep 
needs in our city,’ Washington said. 

The only Oakland city councilmember 
who didn’t vote to approve the deal was 
Abel Guillen, who complained that Oak- 
land faces tremendous uncertainty with 
regard to affordable housing, homeless- 
ness, and a potential loss of funding over 
Oakland’s sanctuary city status. “Right 
now, there are too many holes in this for 
me to support this,” Guillen said. 

But the council president, Lynette 
McElhaney, noted that the involvement 
of Ronnie Lott and Marcus Allen as 
co-owners of a major stadium would 
set an exciting new precedent for Black 
entrepreneurship and wealth. “When we 
look at the [National Football] League 
itself, it lacks diversity,’ McElhaney said. 
“Tm excited to see these former players, 
African-American men, being able to be 
in a position to do this kind of invest- 
ment in a city like Oakland.” 


Joe Kukura is an SF Weekly news writ- 
er. Follow him on Twitter at 


@ExercisingDrunk. 
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RENDERING WOMEN’S EXCELLENCE INVISIBLE 


! F a! D 
Is Sports 
Coverage 


Sexist? There's 
No Contest. 


By Alyssa Oursler 


I spent a recent Saturday ina 
dive bar watching the Memphis Grizzlies 
hand the Golden State Warriors an ugly 
loss. During a commercial, I mentioned 
to my friends that the University of Con- 
necticut’s top-ranked women’s basket- 
ball team had just beaten second-ranked 
Notre Dame to extend its win streak to 
83 games — an unthinkable run, espe- 
cially at the college level. 

The guys I was with weren't just un- 
aware of this streak; they insisted I had 
to be wrong. 

Their doubt had a whiff of sexism 
to it, but their ignorance bothered 
me more, probably because I couldn't 
really blame them. A dramatic discrep- 
ancy exists between coverage of men’s 
and women’s sports, basketball chief 
among them. SportsCenter’s airtime 
dedicated to women’s sports has hov- 
ered at a dismal 2 percent for more 
than a decade. 

Trying to figure out whether a lack 
of coverage or lack of interest came 
first leaves us chasing our tails in a 
pool of patriarchy. Around-the-clock 
sports coverage isn’t a response to 
demand, but the manufacturing of it. 
Things naturally become more inter- 
esting when you know the backstory, 
or when an outcome might prove a 
friend or pundit wrong. Our sports-ob- 
sessed culture is fueled by manufac- 
tured rivalries and controversies, with 
one-dimensional characters creating 
a common language for fans. Even 
predictable narratives are consistently 
missing from the women’s game and 
consistently overdone on the men’s 
side. 

Mainstream sports media seems 
uninterested in devoting more time to 
the dominance of UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma and his mind-blowing 955- 
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134 lifetime record, complete with six 
undefeated seasons. And, God forbid, 
we get anything resembling substantial 
coverage about the individual women 
who make up Auriemma’s dominant 
squads. 

Instead, sports media would rather 
worry about how Draymond Green 
feels about a mediocre power forward 
on the mediocre New York Knicks. 
Some sports reporters are even be- 
ginning to get bored with the glut of 
stories written about the Warriors; a 
pre-season article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle opened with the line: “Re- 
porters swarm Warriors practices and 
shootarounds, asking about stories 
that have already been written.” 

Now, this is the part where some 
dude in an NBA jersey comes and tells 
me I’m comparing apples to oranges 
with the Warriors and the Huskies. It’s 
also the part where I remind him that, 
in the scheme of things, apples and or- 
anges really aren't that different. If you 
can't see the talent on display during 
women’s games, you re either not pay- 
ing attention or you don't understand 
basketball. (Also, if you’re a fan of golf 
or baseball, you've immediately lost 
the right to say you don’t watch wom- 
en’s basketball because it’s “slow.”) 

Last season, the most prominent 
“storyline” attached to the Huskies 
was born of a tweet from Dan Shaugh- 
nessy, a Boston Globe columnist, who 
said the team, in consistently crushing 
its competition, was “killing the wom- 
en's game.” Dave Caldwell commented 
on the theory in a column for The 
Guardian as well, agreeing their dom- 
inance “makes for lousy TV.” While 
these writers are seemingly aware that 
women’s basketball faces an uphill 
battle, they stop short of pointing out 
the sexism underpinning that reality ... 
and apparently aren't aware that their 
own commentary fuels the problem. 

The difference in reactions to men’s 
basketball versus women’s is analogous 
to the most common double standard 
out there: An assertive man is called a 
leader, while an assertive woman gets 
called a bitch. 

As last year’s 73-win season for 
the Warriors shows, people tend to 
be quite interested in seeing history 
made, often paying good money for the 
mere proximity to greatness (even if it 
makes for less competitive matches). 
Of course, it helps when fans are being 
regularly reminded of said greatness, 
of said history in the making. Bias 
often manifests itself in the things we 
choose not to say and the stories we 
choose not to tell. 

I played college basketball, and I 
still love the game. But sadly, most 
men I meet don't really enjoy basket- 
ball (or any sport, really) so much as 
they love the machismo that surrounds 
it. That’s why, after learning I played in 
the NCAA myself, they chalk my admi- 
ration of UConn up to a strange per- 
sonal interest, like folding origami or 
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making my own preserves. And that’s 
why, after they hear I played competi- 
tively, they immediately challenge me 
to a game of one-on-one. 

Many people shrug this off as flirt- 
ing or an attempt to find a common 
interest. I see it as the manifestation 
of fragile male egos, an early attempt 
at domination, and proof that female 
strength, skill, and success — whether 
in sports or politics or in general — 
still makes us uncomfortable. A one- 
on-one match merely offers a formal, 


acceptable avenue for shutting it down. 


The same knee-jerk, chauvinistic re- 
action happens when most people ex- 
perience women’s sports more broadly. 
Masculinity is traditionally associated 
with athleticism, strength, and lead- 
ership; study after study after study 
shows the female embodiment of such 
qualities quite often makes men (and 
sometimes women) uncomfortable. 

Consider an experiment performed 
at Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
which found that merely asking men 
about the possibility of being the low- 
er-earning spouse shifted their pres- 
idential preference to Donald Trump 
away from Hillary Clinton. 

“The conclusion that this is about 
gender,’ researcher Dan Cassino wrote 
in the Harvard Business Review, “is 
reinforced by the fact that the spousal 
income question had no effect at all on 
a matchup between Trump and Bernie 
Sanders.” 

This relates closely to the theory of 
“precarious manhood,” according to a 
recent Atlantic piece titled “Fear of a 
Female President.” Masculinity is seen 
as something that must be maintained, 
the article explained, and “among the 
emasculations men most fear is subor- 
dination to women.” Watching women 
demonstrate their athletic prowess, 
even against other women, likely 
resurfaces the same gendered insecuri- 
ties. How can we discuss women’s bas- 
ketball — especially as it relates to the 
UConn Huskies and their dominance 
— and not discuss a possible threat to 
deeply entrenched gender norms? 

Which just brings us back to my 
original point: Stories matter. Prob- 
lematic gender norms are also born of 
stories. The more the same old stories 
are shoved down our throats, the more 
young men will grow up thinking this 
is a “right” (or at least acceptable) way 
to view women — whether they are on 
the basketball court, in the food court, 
or in a court of law. So the next time 
you see some guy in a jersey mans- 
plaining the shortcomings of women’s 
basketball, remember that sexism is 
often in the subtleties. Women’s sports 
is no exception. 


Alyssa Oursler is a freelance writer 
based in San Francisco. Follow her on 
Twitter at @alyssaoursler. 
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Prop. 64 
Doesn't Prohibit 
Employers From 
Mandating 

Drug Tests For 
Marijuana Use. 


By Chris Dolan 


This week’s question comes from 
James Q. in Orinda, who asks: 


Q: “I voted for the legalization marijuana 
in the last election. I want to know about 
what the rules are. How much can I 
have? How much can I grow? Can I be 
fired for smoking pot off the job? Ican 
drink while I’m not on duty; can Ismoke 
or can they still drug test me and fire 
me?” 


A: James, Proposition 64 — officially 
known as the Control, Regulate and Tax 
Adult Use of Marijuana Act — is a com- 
plicated set of new regulations. Many 
people assumed it simply authorized the 
sale and use of marijuana. While that is 
true, there is much more to the law, only 
a bit of which I can cover here. 

It is now lawful for people over 21 











14 DECEMBER 22-28, 2016 


RE:LIEVE 






HERAP 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


years of age under state law to possess, 
process, transport, smoke, purchase, 
obtain or give away to people 21 years 
or older without compensation 28.5 
grams of pot or not more than 8 grams 
of concentrated cannabis. (Federal law 
still maintains that marijuana cultiva- 
tion, sale and distribution is illegal.) 

It is also now legal to cultivate, har- 
vest, dry and process not more than 
six living marijuana plants and possess 
the marijuana produced by the plants. 
Marijuana can’t be smoked in any place 
where tobacco is prohibited or within 
1,000 feet of a school, day care center 
or youth center (unless in your private 
residence). Like alcohol, you can not 
smoke marijuana while operating, or 
as a passenger in, a motor vehicle, boat 
or aircraft or other vehicle used for 
transportation. 

Smoking pot in a public place is 
punishable by a fine up to $100. In- 
stead of a fine, anyone under 18 will 
be required to complete four hours of 
drug education and up to 10 hours of 
community service. 

The new law creates a taxing 
scheme in which there will be a 15 per- 
cent tax of the gross receipts of busi- 
nesses selling marijuana. A new taxing 
authority is being created to regulate 
and tax adult use. Ten million dollars 
annually is dedicated to California Uni- 
versities, for 10 years starting in 2018, 
to research and evaluate the effect of 
the new law, including economic and 
public health impacts, and to make rec- 
ommendations to the Legislature and 


o« bale .¥ Sr 
] ' 
« 






JAE 


When California voters passed Proposition 64 in 
November, they did not make the use of marijuana 
equivalent to the consumption of alcohol. 





governor regarding possible changes 
in the law. 

Two million dollars is to be sent to 
the UC San Diego Center for Medical 
Cannabis Research. Monies are to be 
dedicated to the Youth Education, 
Prevention, Early Intervention and 
Treatment programs, the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife for restoration 
remediation and restoration of wildlife 
habitat affected by marijuana cultiva- 
tion and, among others, the California 
Highway Patrol for education, preven- 
tion and enforcement of laws against 
driving under the influence. 

The law provides that a person 
currently serving a sentence for a con- 
viction, whether by trial or by open or 
negotiated plea, who would not have 
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been guilty of an offense or who would 
have been guilty of a lesser offense 
under the new law, may petition for 

a recall or dismissal of their sentence 
based on the penalties under the new 
law. 

As to your question, James, about 
drug use and employment regulations, 
the law is clear: Nothing in Prop. 64 
prohibits an employer from maintain- 
ing a drug policy that mandates drug 
testing, including for marijuana use. 
In short, the voters did not make the 
use of marijuana equivalent to the con- 
sumption of alcohol. 

The courts have held that: “No state 
law could completely legalize marijua- 
na for medical purposes because the 
drug remains illegal under federal law.” 
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iE MEDICINES, WITHOUT MANY OF THE UNWANTED SIDE EFFECTS CAUSED BY 

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS, 


VIEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


THELEGIONOFBLOOMCA 
THELEGIONOFBLOOM.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/CALIFORNIALOB 


Paid Advertisement 


(Ross v. Raging Wire Telecommuni- 
cations (2008) 42 Cal.4th 920, 926; 
citing 21 U.S.C. §§ 812, 844(a)). An 
employer can require prospective em- 
ployees to undergo testing for illegal 
drugs and alcohol, and the employer 
can have access to the test results with- 
out violating California’s Confidenti- 
ality of Medical Information Act (Cal. 
Civ. Code, § 56 et seq.). In Loder v. City 
of Glendale (1997) 14 Cal. 4th 846, the 
California Supreme Court held that 
“employers may deny employment to 
persons who test positive for illegal 
drugs.” 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of the 
Dolan Law Firm. Email questions to 
help@dolanlawfirm.com. 
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PARADISE 
FOUNDIN 
POIPU 


By Coco Zickos 


ome to one of the world’s most 
H sought-after beaches, Poipu is 

the epitome of paradise. This 
charming seaside town, located on the 
South Shore of Kauai, is not only known 
for its white sandy beaches but also cele- 
brated for some of the best shopping and 
restaurants on the island. 

You can't go wrong visiting this 
predominately sunny locale even if 
you only come to see the famed Poipu 
Beach—heralded as America’s best by 
the Travel Channel. The beach is great 
for swimmers of all ages and abilities 
because of having several sandy, shal- 
low areas protected from the pounding 
surf. In fact, Baby Beach is an aptly 
named section of the bay as it’s ideal 
for families with little ones. This is 
also the only life-guarded beach on 
the South Shore. All kinds of water ac- 
tivities can be pursued here including 
snorkeling and surf lessons. The best 
time of year to visit this side of the 
island for ocean recreation, however, 
is during the winter months when the 
swell subsides. 

Other beaches along the coast in 
Poipu are just as gorgeous but be leery 
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of ocean conditions before heading 
out; some places like Keoneloa Bay 
(Shipwreck Beach) and Mahaulepu 
Beach are not recommended for any 
swimming due to dangerous currents. 

Besides accommodating beach-go- 
ers, Poipu is also great for sight-seeing 
and adventure. The Mahaulepu Coast 
is an astonishing geologic marvel that 
is unlike any other vista on Kauai. 
Cruise along the Mahaulepu Heritage 
Trail where you'll encounter ancient 
sandcastles and lithified sand dunes. 
The pathway hugs a dramatic coast- 
line and gives hikers stunning views 
of the ocean and the mighty Haupu 
Mountain range. It’s also a great place 
for kohola (humpback whale) and 
honu (green sea turtle) sightings. This 
adventure eventually takes you to 
Mahaulepu Beach, but not before you 
come across Hawaii's largest limestone 
sinkhole made out of cemented sand. 
The Makauwahi Cave Reserve is a pale- 
ontologist’s dreams come true, and its 
well-preserved fossils have given scien- 
tists insight into life on Kauai over the 
past 10,000 years. 

Maybe you're not inclined to hike 
this sandy, rocky trail but still want to 
see the unforgettable coastline. CJM 
(Come Join Me!) Country Stables 
offers horseback riding tours six days 
a week along the coast to a secluded 
beach. This is also a chance to have 
a country western experience in the 
tropics with spur-wearing paniolo (cow- 
boy) serving as your guides. 

A less adventuresome, but equally 
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rewarding, journey on the South Shore 
is at the National Tropical Botanical 
Garden. The nonprofit’s Visitors Cen- 
ter is located in Poipu. This is where 
you grab a shuttle that takes you into 
Lawai Valley to visit either the beauti- 
fully manicured Allerton Garden or the 
more natural rainforest of McBryde 
Garden. This is the site of the famous 
Moreton Bay fig trees from the movie 
“Jurassic Park,” filmed on Kauai, where 
the actors discover dinosaur eggs. 
These tours are a great opportunity to 
learn about native flora while relishing 
in the serenity of a Hawaiian Garden 
of Eden. 

Across the street from NTBG’s 
Visitors Center is Spouting Horn. This 
spectacular site is a natural blowhole 
where the ocean is sucked into a lava 
tube and explodes above the rocks as 
a spout of water. Legend has it that a 
large moo (dragon-like lizard) resides 
here. It’s more likely you'll hear its pur- 
ported hisses rather than see it, how- 
ever. Either way, the stunning spray of 
water, often accompanied by a lovely 
rainbow, is picture worthy. 

Perhaps you'd rather spend your 
time relaxing in Poipu. If so, a great 
option is the Anara Spa at the Grand 
Hyatt Kauai Resort. You'll feel like 
you re floating on a cloud at this luxu- 
rious spa that offers treatments like lo- 
milomi massages where therapists use 
long, flowing strokes, that instantly 
take away your worries. You can spend 
as much time here as you want on the 
day of your appointment and may take 
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advantage of amenities like a gym, 
rock wall showers, a private pool and 
steam rooms. 

The cherry on top of Poipu’s tropical 
sundae is the town’s vast selection of 
food and shopping. You can find abun- 
dant options as far as both are con- 
cerned at The Shops at Kukuiula. Food 
choices range from elegant dining with 
dishes featuring locally-caught fish, to 
more casual, family-friendly establish- 
ments. You'll also come across a variety 
of stores that sell Kauai keepsakes 
from fine art to affordable jewelry cre- 
ated by local artists. Other shopping 








and dining opportunities can be dis- 
covered at Poipu Shopping Village and 
Kukuiula Market where you can try 
fresh poke (raw fish salad) or shave ice 
made with local ingredients and served 
in coconut bowls. 

Poipu is a one-stop shop that has 
everything you need to spend a perfect 
day in paradise. 


Hawaii.com offers more insider travel 
tips as well as vacation packages at www. 
hawaii.com. 
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Our most energy-efficient SmartSun™ glass comes standard on all 
our windows. It will help keep your home a consistent temperature 
and help prevent your furniture and floors from fading! 


prices. 


Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of 
initial visit. Financing provided by third parties and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional 
period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. 





Our list prices will never be as low as they 
are right now. Call before our 2017 price increase! 


and Patio Door Diagnosis 
With manufacturing, labor and material costs on the rise, we’re forced to implement a 
2017 price increase...but not before we give you one last chance to pay our 2016 prices. 1 -800-6/1 -Q323 


‘Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, 25% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors as 
part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit 
ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor 
lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit 
requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. CA B Lic.# 972702. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted 
are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Testing the Feasibility 
Of a Time-Travel Theory 


Ronald L. Mallett, atheoretical physicist, wants to raise $250,000 to conduct experiments that he believes may prove atime machine is possible. 


Ronald L. Mallett 


By Channing Joseph 


“Scientific people know very 
well that Time is only a kind of Space,” 
says the narrator in The Time Machine, 
H.G. Wells’ 1895 novel. 

“But if Time is really only a fourth 
dimension of Space ...” one of the narra- 
tor’s dinner guests protests, “why can- 
not we move in Time as we move about 
in the other dimensions of Space?” 

“My dear sir,” the host replies, “that 
is just where you are wrong. That is just 
where the whole world has gone wrong.” 

In 2017, Ronald L. Mallett, a retired 
research professor of physics at the 
University of Connecticut, hopes he will 
finally be able to prove that Wells’ narra- 
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tor was right. 

Mallett has wanted to build a time 
machine since 1955, when he first 
read the classic science-fiction work at 
the tender age of 11. The year before, 
Mallett’s father had suddenly died of a 
massive heart attack, and as the youth 
grieved, he also became obsessed with 
one day traveling back in time to warn 
his dad. 

“If Ican build a time machine,” Mal- 
lett recalls thinking. “T can go back and 
see him again, and maybe save his life.” 

Mallett, who hid his passion for 
time travel for many years, out of the 
reasonable fear that people might think 
he was loony, presented his ideas on 
time travel at a TEDx presentation in 


Vienna, Austria, in October. He is also 
featured in the documentary How to 
Build a Time Machine, which premiered 
in May in Toronto. 

“This was in the dark ages before 
Star Trek,” Mallett explains in the TEDx 
talk. “I knew that this was not some- 
thing that I should tell people because 
they didn’t even believe that we could 
travel in space.” 

Mallett eventually became a tenured 
professor of physics and an expert in 
Einstein’s special and general theories 
of relativity, which form the basis of 
Mallett’s theory of how to construct a 
time machine. 

Over the years, Mallett — who was 
one of the first African-Americans to 
receive a Ph.D. in theoretical physics 
when he received his degree from Penn- 
sylvania State University in 1973 — 
has been featured in a variety of media, 
including ABC’s Good Morning America 
and National Public Radio’s This Amer- 
ican Life. (In 2008, Spike Lee’s produc- 
tion company, Forty Acres and a Mule 
Filmworks, acquired the rights to make 
a motion picture based on Mallett’s 
memoir, Time Traveler: A Scientist’s 
Personal Mission to Make Time Travel a 
Reality. But for now, that project seems 
to be dead on the vine.) 

When speaking to skeptics about 
his work, Mallett likes to point out that 
time travel to the future is already pos- 
sible, per the special theory of relativ- 
ity, which states that time slows down 
for a moving clock. Thus, a twin who 
goes on a long space journey at nearly 
the speed of light would age more 
slowly than her counterpart who stayed 
home on Earth. By the time the space- 
faring twin returns home, the siblings 
might be years or decades apart in age. 

That particular result of Einstein’s 
theory, Mallett says, was confirmed by 
the Hafele-Keating experiment in Oc- 
tober 1971, when Joseph C. Hafele and 
Richard E. Keating compared very ac- 
curate cesium-beam atomic clocks that 
had been flown around the world on 
commercial airliners with other clocks 
that had remained on the ground. The 
clocks’ times differed by very small 
amounts, just as Einstein’s theory 
had predicted. The moving clocks had 
traveled fractions of a second into the 
future. 
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But no matter how fast one travels 
on a plane or on a spaceship, the special 
theory says, time can never slow down 
so much that it actually goes backward. 

That’s where Einstein’s general theo- 
ry of relativity comes into play. The sec- 
ond theory, which has also been con- 
firmed by experiment, states that the 
gravity of a massive object also slows 
down clocks — and twists the space 
around it like a human body warps the 
shape of a trampoline. 

Mallett says his calculations — de- 
scribed in “The Gravitational Field of 
a Circulating Light Beam,” an article 
published in 2003 in the peer-reviewed 
journal Foundations of Physics — show 
that it may not only be possible to 
create the same warping effect with 
high-energy laser beams, but also that 
the lasers may create a time loop that 
allows travel between the past and 
future. 

“T made a major breakthrough in 
showing that circulating light can twist 
space,” Mallett brags. Of course, not ev- 
eryone agrees his ideas will work. 

In the 2011 book, Time Travel and 
Warp Drives: A Scientific Guide to Short- 
cuts Through Time, Allen Everett of 
Tufts University and Thomas Roman of 
Central Connecticut State University, 
argued that even if Mallett’s math is 
correct, a working machine would be 
impossible to build. 

“Taking Mallett’s model at face val- 
ue, one finds that it is fundamentally 
flawed for a number of reasons,” the 
authors wrote, pointing out that — 
according to their calculations — the 
machine would have to be impossibly 
large. 

“The closed timelike curves [or time 
loops] predicted by the model only oc- 
cur at distances that are unimaginable 
orders of magnitude larger than the 
visible universe.” 

But we won't know who’s right until 
someone conducts the necessary exper- 
iments. 

The physicist says that people ask 
him all the time how long it will be 
before a working time machine is con- 
structed. 

His answer? 

“When people are willing to pay for it.” 

As is often the case with people 
who have big ideas, he is asking for 
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money. He tells SF Weekly that he needs 
$250,000 to do the feasibility tests that 
can show whether his laser beams can 
actually twist space in the way that he 
describes. 

So far, he has raised about $11,000, 
but he is hopeful, with renewed inter- 
est from the 2016 documentary and 
the recent TEDx talk, that it may be 
easier to reach his goal after launching 
another fundraising campaign in the 
coming year. 

“If every person who went to see a 
science-fiction movie last weekend put 
a dollar in,” he observes, “I would have 
the quarter of a million dollars that I 
need.” 

Sadly, even if Mallett proves that 
travel to the past is possible, his model 
for a time machine would only allow 
travel as far back as the moment that 
the machine was first turned on — no 
earlier. That means traveling back to 
the 1950s to warn his father is out of 
the question. 

When that particular point dawned 
on him, Mallett says, “It made me sad, 
but I had achieved the goal I had set out 
to” achieve — namely, showing that 
Wells’ narrator might actually be cor- 
rect. ‘I feel sad, but I feel vindicated.” 

Meanwhile, if sending a person back 
through time turns out not to be prac- 
tical, Mallett has a Plan B: a machine 
to communicate with the past, because 
theoretically, sending information 
would require fewer resources than 
sending a person. 

“The most practical thing would be 
early-warning systems,’ he suggests. 

These, presumably, would allow fu- 
ture versions of ourselves to alert ear- 
lier versions of ourselves about things 
like earthquakes, terrorist attacks, or 
perhaps even the outcomes of presi- 
dential elections. 

To watch Mallet’s TEDx talk and 
other presentations, and to learn more 
about his fundraising efforts, visit 
SFWeekly.com. 


Channing Joseph is the editor-in-chief 
of SF Weekly. Follow him on Twitter at 
@cgjoseph. 


cjoseph@sfweekly.com 
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Make It Quick, Yo 


The king of fast-casual, Adriano Paganinitalks about the art of succeeding in the S.F. restaurant world. 
- 


There are currently 10 
Super Duper locations. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


The phrase “empire-builder” is 
overused — if a restaurateur opens a third 
location, suddenly everyone treats them 
like they’re sacking Gaul — and chefs 
often dislike its proto-corporate con- 
notation of treating food like widgets 
and seeking growth above quality. But 
San Francisco has more than a few 
restaurant groups that, like the five 
makes of car once produced by General 
Motors, stake a claim in every stratum 
of the dining world, from one dollar 
sign to four. And none is more success- 
ful than Back of the House Inc., headed 
by Adriano Paganini. The number of 
high-profile restaurant implosions this 
year — largely in SoMa and Mid-Mar- 
ket, most of them capacious venues 
plating dishes at a higher price point 
— underscores how successful Pagani- 
ni’s model has been. 

Starting in 2009 with the indus- 
try favorite, Beretta, Back of the 
House opened a number of casual, 
affordable restaurants, from the 
Roman-style pizzeria Delarosa to 
New American brunch-atorium 
Starbelly to the relatively upscale 
Argentine steakhouse Lolinda (with 
its rooftop bar, El Techo). Burger 
joint Super Duper has since grown 
into a mini-chain with six locations 
in San Francisco, plus an additional 
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four elsewhere in the Bay Area. After 
the October opening of the Bird, a 
fried-chicken spot in SoMa that’s 
only blocks away from sister taqueria 
Uno Dos Tacos, Back of the House 
wasted no time launching Flores, 
another Mexican restaurant in the 
Marina, last month. (An unnamed 
project at 450 Hayes St. is next.) 

Strictly speaking, only three Back 
of the House ventures qualify as 
fast-casual: the Bird, Super Duper, 
and Uno Dos Tacos. The rest are 
full-service restaurants with less 
potential to clone themselves. But to 
Paganini, the formula is simple. 

“It’s really, ‘Do the volume, ” he 
says. ‘If you have a certain concept, 
and you have a certain volume, you'll 
do well. The rents are getting such 
that you have to be doing a lot of 
business, and at the end of the day, 
there are only so many people.” 

While declining to comment on 
any particular closures — the rash of 
which would unsettle even the most 
prosperous restaurateur — Paganini 
is clear on one point: There are too 
many restaurants. 

Isn’t that an odd belief for some- 
one with 20-something to his name? 

“Obviously, there are too many,” 
he says. “How many have you seen 
close this year? The ones that are 
closing down may be good, but may 
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Paganini plans 
to open several 
locations of the Bird. 
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not be particularly right for the loca- 
tion, a little too expensive.” 

The restaurants that will succeed, 
Paganini says, are “the restaurants 
doing exactly the right product at the 
right price at the right time at the 
right location.” 

It sounds almost effortless — and 
yes, in retrospect, maybe installing 
hundreds of tables within 500 yards 
of Jack Dorsey’s desk within a single 
year and expecting success was silly. 
But it’s not as though 2016’s promi- 
nent closures were led by unseasoned 
newbies. You could write off Oro, Ja- 
son Fox’s promising, two-floor stunner 
as a casualty of the arguably unappeal- 
ing qualities Mint Plaza possesses by 
night, but Fox’s Commonwealth has 
held a Michelin star for years — and 
it’s on Mission between 18th and 19th 
streets, hardly that neighborhood’s 
most affluent block. There is arguably 
an alchemical component to which 
restaurants thrive, and which do not 
— and Paganini believes his emphasis 
on value gives him a better shot at 
beating the odds. 

Opening a spacious restaurant is 
also not necessarily an act of hubris, 
even today. 

“In the restaurants we own, the 
ones that are successful are because 
they’re large,” Paganini says, singling 
out Flores, which occupies the space 


that used to be Betelnut (and which is 
right next door to Belga, another Back 
of the House property). 

“We are going to have to have the 
ability to accommodate the number 
of people that we need for us to get to 
the sales we need,” he continues. “If 
we had a smaller space, we may not be 
able to do so. At the opposite end, on 
Chestnut, I have a Super Duper that 
does really well. It’s only 1500 square 
feet, because for that type of business 
that’s all I need. You can’t make a blan- 
ket statement and say, ‘It’s just smaller 
spaces. ” 

Many chefs and owners have cited 
labor costs as a drag on profits, and 
certainly the robo-quinoa that Eatsa 
produces with zero front-of-house 
staff sent ripples through the industry 
that automation was inevitable. But 
Paganini expresses reluctance to go 
that route. 

“T don’t know about robots that 
make burgers, but something milder, 
a tablet where you place your order in- 
stead of a line, an app. ... In fast-casual, 
you only have a couple touch-points 
with your guest: when you talk to 
them in line, when you drop off the 
food, someone going around cleaning 
up tables. You get to look at them or 
smile. The question is, do we want to 
reduce that even farther? I’m not sure 
it’s positive.” 
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Still, you can’t stay on top of rising 
costs by passing them off in total to 
the customer. 

“The prices that we can charge peo- 
ple to come in for lunch or dinner are 
not growing as quickly,” Paganini says. 
“We can’t just add the same percent- 
age that we are paying for insurance 
or labor — we can’t do that because 
whoever has just done that hasn’t done 
so well.” 

To develop an instinct for what 
works, he dines out and observes. Or 
he'll sit at the bar in his own restaurant 
and make notes. Paganini admits to a 
bit of a competitive streak, gleefully 
comparing the crowds that the Bird 
drew upon opening to the lack of a line 
at other, similar places. But you can’t 
always listen to the advice you receive. 
Take Lolinda, which he claims was his 
most “dangerous restaurant.” 

“What was the danger there? It 
was the one with the most probability 
of not working, the least obvious,” 
he says. “The press never really got 
that, but the guests did. The guests 
absolutely love it, and the business is 
growing. 

“Simple is complicated,” he adds. 


Peter Lawrence Kane is the arts editor 
of SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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Cell Break 





Chances are high that banning phones from shows will become the norm. 


By Jessie Schiewe 


If you’ve been to a concert in 
the last few years, surely you've 
seen them: dozens upon dozens of 
cellphones hovering above the audience 
— and, most likely, blocking your view. 
But it’s not just the view-blocking that 
is annoying about cellphone use at 
shows, nor is it only audience members 
who have beef with their rampant use. 
More and more artists and bands are 
fed up with cellphones at shows, and 
are arguing they not only distract the 
crowd and ruin the overall vibe, but lead 
to piracy and leaks, especially if they 
choose to unveil new material. 
“(Without phones], there exists a 
somewhat mythical rave ideal, a crowd 
singularly in tune with the music,” says 
San Francisco producer and DJ Lane 8, 
who, along with musicians like Alicia 
Keys and the Lumineers, has started 
banning phones. “If half of the crowd is 


on their phones at a show, it is literally 
impossible to create that atmosphere.” 

Lane 8's means of nixing the devices 
includes putting tape over the camera 
lens and enlisting extra security to make 
sure no one peels it off. Others, like 
Prince and the bands She & Him, the 
Yeah Yeahs Yeahs, and the Savages, have 
opted for more passive solutions, such 
as posting signs outside the venue or 
relying on security to do the heavy lifting 
by shining lights in phone users’ faces or 
removing people from the venue. 

And then there’s Yondr, a startup that 
makes self-locking pouches that can’t be 
opened unless they're demagnetized. The 
beauty behind this invention — which 
has been used by everyone from Keys to 
Dave Chappelle — is that it allows con- 
certgoers to hold their phones, without 
opting for more drastic measures like 
locking them up. 


But even this contrivance has its cons. 


A fan who attended Childish Gambi- 
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no's September shows in Joshua Tree, 
where concertgoers were body-searched 
and made to use Yondr’s pouches, said 
that the ordeal was a nuisance, requiring 
fans to wait in long lines before and 
after the show to lock and unlock their 
phones. 

And even then, the self-locking 
pouches didn’t always work. 

“It was really easy to pop open witha 
finger,” she says. “Security saw one dude 
who got his phone out and they made 
him delete his photos. But there are vid- 
eos and photos of his show out there, so 
obviously it didn’t work.” 

Foolproof these solutions are not, 
but it’s likely the cellphone crackdown 
will get more stringent in the next few 
months, so be forewarned. 


Jessie Schiewe is the music editor of SF 
Weekly. 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 
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THE YEAR IN PREVIEW 





‘P’ Is for ‘Political’ 


It's not only punks and rockers who are making politically charged music. 


By Jessie Schiewe 


Since the beginning, music 

has been a tool for expressing political 
dissent and disagreements. In the 60s 
and 70s, it was rockers like Buffalo 
Springfield, Frank Zappa, David Bowie, 
James Taylor, and Crosby, Stills, Nash, 
and Young who were pissed about the 
Vietnam War or fed up with Richard 
Nixon, that led the trend. Punks got the 
itch when Ronald Reagan took the reins, 
with bands like the Ramones, Dead 
Kennedys, and Subhumans penning 
songs with titles such as “Fucked Up 
Ronnie,” “We've Got a Bigger Problem 
Now,’ and “Land of Confusion.” 

When Clinton took over, 2Pac and the 
Outlawz funneled their unhappiness with 
the president's failure to improve condi- 
tions for Black Americans into the song 
“Letter to the President,’ and only a year 
after that, Outkast protested the 1998 Iraq 
bombings with “Bombs Over Baghdad.” 


And now, especially in this last year 
with everything that has been going on 
— namely, Trump getting elected, police 
brutality, and the Black Lives Matter 
movement — a slew of new artists, many 
of whom you'd never expect, have dipped 
their toes into political songwriting. 

Beyoncé — because, of course, she 
would be — was the first to take action, 
dropping “Formation” and performing a 
Black Panthers-inspired dance routine at 
the Super Bowl, all in the same 24 hours. 
Vociferous condemnations of police bru- 
tality and ruminations about racism took 
center stage in albums by Kendrick La- 
mar, Solange, Blood Orange, and Chance 
the Rapper. October London released 
a moving, tell-it-like-it-is ballad called 
“Black Man in America,’ and even White 
artists like Macklemore and Lady Gaga 
wrote songs that touched upon our cur- 
rent racially charged climate. Terrorism 
took center stage in the alternative-coun- 
try band Drive-by Truckers’ “Guns of 





Umpqua,” and on Dec. 16, the rapper T.I. 
unveiled Us or Else: Letter to the System, a 
follow-up to his six-song EP of the same 
name condemning police brutality and 
mass incarceration. 

In the Bay Area alone, previously apo- 
litical rappers, like J. Stalin and Mistah 
F.A.B., got in on the trend and released 
music detailing the unease of being Black 
and around cops and the swiftness with 
which a life could be lost. 

During the election, protest songs 
proliferated, most notably YG and 
Nipsey Hussle’s “Fuck Donald Trump,” 
which was so incendiary that the Secret 
Service intervened and forced the em- 
cees to omit and change certain lyrics 
before it could be released on YG’s album 
Still Brazy. Some artists, like the art-pop 
singer ANOHNI even went so far as to 
dedicate an entire record to wondering 
what life would be like if Trump and 
other evil politicians continued to 
hold power. She even has a song called 


“Drone Bomb Me” on the 
appropriately titled Hope- 
lessness. 

And now that Trump 
has been chosen as 
president, expect a 
deluge of even more 
politically motivated 
songs clogging the 
radio waves, detailing 
not only the atrocities 
that Trump will commit, 
but that everyone else in 
his Cabinet or in the Re- 
publican-dominated House 
and Senate will help to bring 
about. 

It's nice to see artists of ev- 
ery stripe trying out new things 
and using their celebrity as a plat- 
form. It’s just a shame it couldn't be 
under different conditions. 
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EVERY SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY 


$25 EIGHTHS OF 
SELECT STRAINS 


$20 OFF SELECT TOP- 
SHELF EIGHTHS 


BUY ANY THREE GRAMS OF 
WITCHES BUTTER 
FOR $100 





471 JESSIE ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 11AM - 9PM 
SUNDAY: 12PM - 7PM 
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FOR OTHER GREAT EVENTS, CHECK OUT PAGES 19-27 


THURSDAY 12/22 FRIDAY 12/23 


KUNG PAO KOSHER COMEDY 


Friday, Dec. 23, 5 p.m., 8:30 p.m., at New 
Asia Restaurant, 772 Pacific Ave. $49-$69; 
koshercomedy.com 


For more than two decades, this Jewish-comedy-on- 
Christmas-in-a-Chinese-restaurant extravaganza has 
featured household name Jewish comedians (like Henny 
Youngman, Shelley Berman, and David Brenner), Chinese 
food, and Yiddish proverbs in its fortune cookies (such 

as “With one tuchus, you can’t dance at two weddings”). 
This year brings headliner Elayne Boosler, as well as Eddie 
Sarfaty, Alex Edelman, and emcee Lisa Geduldig. 





A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS — LIVE! 


Thursday, Dec. 22, 11a.m. and 2 p.m., at Davies Symphony Hall, SATURDAY 12 / 24 
201 Van Ness Ave. $12.50-$99; sfsymphony.org 


Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Linus, Lucy, and the entire Peanuts gang bring this 
television classic to life with live actors, an animated backdrop, and Vince 
Guaraldi’s timeless music performed by the San Francisco Symphony. This 
family-friendly concert begins with Tony Award winner Ruthie Ann Miles 
(The King and I) singing holiday favorites with the S.F. Symphony and S.F. 
Symphony Chorus. 


SUNDAY 12/25 





CHRISTMAS WITH LAVAY SMITH 
& HER RED HOT SKILLET LICKERS 


Sunday, Dec. 25, 5 p.m., at Biscuits And Blues, 401 Mason St. $24; 
hiscuitcandbiucs.com —  — ii SANTALAND DIARIES 


Saturday, Dec. 24, 8 p.m., at the Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson St. $25-$35; theeurekatheatre.com 


Lavay Smith and her all-star, seven-piece band pay tribute to the swingin’ 
Kansas City tradition, featuring the music of Count Basie, Jimmy Rushing, 
Joe Williams, Helen Humes, Lester Young, Jay McShann, Walter Brown, 
Jimmy Witherspoon, Myra Taylor, and Big Joe Turner. 


This marks the 15th anniversary of everyone’s favorite mall elf, Crumpet, in The Santaland Diaries by David Sedaris, 
adapted to the stage by Joe Mantello. The very talented Zac Schuman (Avenue Q) and A.J. Roy are back again, sharing 
the iconic role over the course of this limited run. 
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LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


THURSDAY, DEC. 22 


Anglim Gilbert Gallery. Entrance: Dean Smith pro- 
duces drawings that are abstract, yet make ref- 
erence to organic growth and the representation 
of 3-dimensional space. Delicate compositions 
made up of tiny lines, so fine and regimented 
in their perfect repetition, it seems impossible 
that they might be produced, tiny mark after 
tiny mark, by hand. Dean Smith's drawings 
breathe their own life, living somewhere be- 
tween geometry and botany. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. 14 Geary Street, 
San Francisco. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Julie Heffernan, ‘Waters 
Rise’: New paintings by Julie Heffernan which 
attempt to imagine how humans might inhabit 
a future world radically re-shaped by climate 
change. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. https:// 
cclarkgallery.com/exhibitions/julie-heffernan. 
248 Utah, San Francisco, 415-399-1439, cclark- 
gallery.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Hum- 
animal: A Heart to Heart Habitat: an interactive 
design exhibition that explores humans’ rela- 
tionship with animals, centered on Xiaoxiao 
Zeng's Red Dot Award-winning project of the 
same name. Humanimal uses interactive design 
as a Catalyst for communication and relationship 
building. Through a fun and immersive “game,A 
participants are given an inviting space to 
engage with the issue critically, to creatively 
explore, and to tap into their inner humanimal. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 21. Free. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 
415-986-1822, c-c-c.org. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 
ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. EXposed: 
A juried exhibition featuring works by the 
San Francisco Street Photography Group. The 
exhibition will showcase contemporary im- 
ages created on the streets of San Francisco 
through the lens of a talented group of Bay 
Area photographers. These images capture 
the ordinary (and sometimes not-so-ordinary) 
lives of people in The City, in ways that often 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


suggest an underlying narrative that elicits the 
viewer's own interpretation Sundays, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
1-3 & 5-9 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1-9 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 22. Free. www.harvey- 
milkphotocenter.org. 50 Scott, San Francisco, 
415-554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Viewpoints: Viewpoints, 


a group exhibition of abstract and conceptual 
artwork featuring established masters and 
emerging artists, including Romare Bearden, 
McArthur Binion, Tony Lewis, Lavar Munroe, 
Blessing Ngobeni, Johnathan Payne, Cullen 
Washington, Aubrey Williams, and Nate Young. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. Free. 
415-677-0770. jenkinsjohnsongallery.com/. 464 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 


Minnesota Street Project. Anne Chu: A solo 


exhibition of sculptures and works on paper by 
Anne Chu. The presentation will be a tribute to 
the life of the artist and the unveiling of recent 
artworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 1275 Minnesota 
St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, minnesotas- 
treetproject.com. 


SOMArts Cultural Center. Touch On: Aesthetics 


in the Art, Politics and Ontology of Touch: 
Fourteen multidisciplinary artists reflect onthe 
meaning and power of touch through painting, 
sculpture, photography, performance, and video. 
Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-7 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 12. Free. 934 Brannan, 
San Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 


Anglim Gilbert Gallery. Entrance: Dean Smith pro- 


duces drawings that are abstract, yet make ref- 
erence to organic growth and the representation 
of 3-dimensional space. Delicate compositions 
made up of tiny lines, so fine and regimented 
in their perfect repetition, it seems impossible 
that they might be produced, tiny mark after 
tiny mark, by hand. Dean Smith's drawings 
breathe their own life, living somewhere be- 
tween geometry and botany. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. 14 Geary Street, 
San Francisco. 


Catharine Clark Gallery. Julie Heffernan, ‘Waters 


Rise’: New paintings by Julie Heffernan which 
attempt to imagine how humans might inhabit 
a future world radically re-shaped by climate 
change. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. https:// 
cclarkgallery.com/exhibitions/julie-heffernan. 
248 Utah, San Francisco, 415-399-1439, cclark- 
gallery.com. 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 


(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 


Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Hum- 


animal: A Heart to Heart Habitat: an interactive 
design exhibition that explores humans’ rela- 
tionship with animals, centered on Xiaoxiao 
Zeng's Red Dot Award-winning project of the 
same name. Humanimal uses interactive design 
as a Catalyst for communication and relationship 
building. Through a fun and immersive “game,A 
participants are given an inviting space to 
engage with the issue critically, to creatively 
explore, and to tap into their inner humanimal. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 21. Free. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 
415-986-1822, c-c-Cc.org. 
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Car, Uber/Lyft, Motorcycle, 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Accidents 


Eider Abuse & Neglect 


Whistleblower Law 


Chris Dolan 
Founder & Chief Legal Counsel, 
Dolton Lew Firm PC 


FREE CONSULTATION CONSULTA CRATUITA 
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Art Gallery 


STRANGE REPRISE 


Tuesday-Saturdays, through Jan. 28, 2017, noon-5 p.m., at state, 
1295 Alabama St. Free; statespacesf.com 


An exhibition of work by Bay Area artists Maria Forde and Chris Thorson, 
Strange Reprise examines the artistic production of two artists who engage 
with the history of popular culture and its potential to shape personal 

and cultural identities. Forde presents her new series, Western Drawings, 
and Chris Thorson will show new work from her Tabula Rasa and Internal 


Monologue series. 





Don Soker Contemporary Art. Dimitra Skandali: 
Meltmia and other stories: Dimitra Skandali's 
first solo show with the gallery will include 
site-specific multimedia installations in com- 
bination with smaller pieces made of found, 
natural and manmade materials. The title refers 
to the annual periodic winds of the Aegean Sea 
which bring trash to the seashores and can be 
dangerous if they are strong, but very pleasant 
if they are smoother; a reminder that everything 
passes and moves in circles. Fridays, Saturdays, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 2180 
Bryant St. #205, San Francisco, 415-291-0966, 
www.donsokergallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 
ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty 24sf.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Viewpoints: Viewpoints, 
a group exhibition of abstract and conceptual 
artwork featuring established masters and 
emerging artists, including Romare Bearden, 
McArthur Binion, Tony Lewis, Lavar Munroe, 
Blessing Ngobeni, Johnathan Payne, Cullen 
Washington, Aubrey Williams, and Nate Young. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. Free. 
415-677-0770. jenkinsjohnsongallery.com/. 464 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 

Minnesota Street Project. Anne Chu: A solo 
exhibition of sculptures and works on paper by 
Anne Chu. The presentation will be a tribute to 
the life of the artist and the unveiling of recent 
artworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 1275 Minnesota 
St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, minnesotas- 
treetproject.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Touch On: Aesthetics 
in the Art, Politics and Ontology of Touch: 
Fourteen multidisciplinary artists reflect on the 
meaning and power of touch through painting, 
sculpture, photography, performance, and video. 
Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-7 p.m. 
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Continues through Jan. 12. Free. 934 Brannan, 
San Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 24 
Anglim Gilbert Gallery. Entrance: Dean Smith pro- 


duces drawings that are abstract, yet make ref- 
erence to organic growth and the representation 
of 3-dimensional space. Delicate compositions 
made up of tiny lines, so fine and regimented 
in their perfect repetition, it seems impossible 
that they might be produced, tiny mark after 
tiny mark, by hand. Dean Smith's drawings 
breathe their own life, living somewhere be- 
tween geometry and botany. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. 14 Geary Street, 
San Francisco. 


Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Hum- 


animal: A Heart to Heart Habitat: an interactive 
design exhibition that explores humans’ rela- 
tionship with animals, centered on Xiaoxiao 
Zeng’s Red Dot Award-winning project of the 
same name. Humanimal uses interactive design 
as a Catalyst for communication and relationship 
building. Through a fun and immersive “‘game,A 
participants are given an inviting space to 
engage with the issue critically, to creatively 
explore, and to tap into their inner humanimal. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 21. Free. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 
415-986-1822, c-c-c.org. 


Don Soker Contemporary Art. Dimitra Skandali: 


Meltmia and other stories: Dimitra Skandali’s 
first solo show with the gallery will include 
site-specific multimedia installations in com- 
bination with smaller pieces made of found, 
natural and manmade materials. The title refers 
to the annual periodic winds of the Aegean Sea 
which bring trash to the seashores and can be 
dangerous if they are strong, but very pleasant 
if they are smoother; a reminder that everything 
passes and moves in circles. Fridays, Saturdays, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 2180 


Bryant St. #205, San Francisco, 415-291-0966, 
www.donsokergallery.com. 


Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 


ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 


Harvey Milk Photography Center. EXposed: 


A juried exhibition featuring works by the 
San Francisco Street Photography Group. The 
exhibition will showcase contemporary im- 
ages created on the streets of San Francisco 
through the lens of a talented group of Bay 
Area photographers. These images capture 
the ordinary (and sometimes not-so-ordinary) 
lives of people in The City, in ways that often 
suggest an underlying narrative that elicits the 
viewer's own interpretation Sundays, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
1-3 & 5-9 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1-9 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 22. Free. www.harvey- 
milkphotocenter.org. 50 Scott, San Francisco, 
415-554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Viewpoints: Viewpoints, 


a group exhibition of abstract and conceptual 
artwork featuring established masters and 
emerging artists, including Romare Bearden, 
McArthur Binion, Tony Lewis, Lavar Munroe, 
Blessing Ngobeni, Johnathan Payne, Cullen 
Washington, Aubrey Williams, and Nate Young. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. Free. 
415-677-0770. jenkinsjohnsongallery.com/. 464 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 


Minnesota Street Project. Anne Chu: A solo 


exhibition of sculptures and works on paper by 
Anne Chu. The presentation will be a tribute to 
the life of the artist and the unveiling of recent 
artworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 1275 Minnesota 
St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, minnesotas- 
treetproject.com. 


SOMArts Cultural Center. Touch On: Aesthetics 


in the Art, Politics and Ontology of Touch: 
Fourteen multidisciplinary artists reflect on the 
meaning and power of touch through painting, 
sculpture, photography, performance, and video. 
Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-7 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 12. Free. 934 Brannan, 
San Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 25 


Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 


ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 


Harvey Milk Photography Center. EXposed: 


A juried exhibition featuring works by the 
San Francisco Street Photography Group. The 
exhibition will showcase contemporary im- 
ages created on the streets of San Francisco 
through the lens of a talented group of Bay 
Area photographers. These images capture 
the ordinary (and sometimes not-so-ordinary) 
lives of people in The City, in ways that often 
suggest an underlying narrative that elicits the 
viewer's own interpretation Sundays, 11. a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
1-3 & 5-9 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1-9 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 22. Free. www.harvey- 
milkphotocenter.org. 50 Scott, San Francisco, 
415-554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 


Anglim Gilbert Gallery. Entrance: Dean Smith pro- 


duces drawings that are abstract, yet make ref- 
erence to organic growth and the representation 
of 3-dimensional space. Delicate compositions 
made up of tiny lines, so fine and regimented 
in their perfect repetition, it seems impossible 
that they might be produced, tiny mark after 
tiny mark, by hand. Dean Smith's drawings 
breathe their own life, living somewhere be- 
tween geometry and botany. Saturdays, 10:30 


a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. 14 Geary Street, 
San Francisco. 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 


(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 


Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Hum- 


animal: A Heart to Heart Habitat: an interactive 
design exhibition that explores humans’ rela- 
tionship with animals, centered on Xiaoxiao 
Zeng’s Red Dot Award-winning project of the 
same name. Humanimal uses interactive design 
as a Catalyst for communication and relationship 
building. Through a fun and immersive “game,A 
participants are given an inviting space to 
engage with the issue critically, to creatively 
explore, and to tap into their inner humanimal. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 21. Free. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 
415-986-1822, c-c-c.org. 


Harvey Milk Photography Center. EXposed: 


A juried exhibition featuring works by the 
San Francisco Street Photography Group. The 
exhibition will showcase contemporary im- 
ages created on the streets of San Francisco 
through the lens of a talented group of Bay 
Area photographers. These images capture 
the ordinary (and sometimes not-so-ordinary) 
lives of people in The City, in ways that often 
suggest an underlying narrative that elicits the 
viewer's own interpretation Sundays, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
1-3 & 5-9 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1-9 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 22. Free. www.harvey- 
milkphotocenter.org. 50 Scott, San Francisco, 
415-554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Viewpoints: Viewpoints, 


a group exhibition of abstract and conceptual 
artwork featuring established masters and 
emerging artists, including Romare Bearden, 
McArthur Binion, Tony Lewis, Lavar Munroe, 
Blessing Ngobeni, Johnathan Payne, Cullen 
Washington, Aubrey Williams, and Nate Young. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. Free. 
415-677-0770. jenkinsjohnsongallery.com/. 464 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 


Minnesota Street Project. Anne Chu: A solo 


exhibition of sculptures and works on paper by 
Anne Chu. The presentation will be a tribute to 
the life of the artist and the unveiling of recent 
artworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 1275 Minnesota 
St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, minnesotas- 
treetproject.com. 


SOMArts Cultural Center. Touch On: Aesthetics 


in the Art, Politics and Ontology of Touch: 
Fourteen multidisciplinary artists reflect on the 
meaning and power of touch through painting, 
sculpture, photography, performance, and video. 
Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-7 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 12. Free. 934 Brannan, 
San Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28 
Anglim Gilbert Gallery. Entrance: Dean Smith pro- 


duces drawings that are abstract, yet make ref- 
erence to organic growth and the representation 
of 3-dimensional space. Delicate compositions 
made up of tiny lines, so fine and regimented 
in their perfect repetition, it seems impossible 
that they might be produced, tiny mark after 
tiny mark, by hand. Dean Smith's drawings 
breathe their own life, living somewhere be- 
tween geometry and botany. Saturdays, 10:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 
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p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. 14 Geary Street, 
San Francisco. 

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Hum- 
animal: A Heart to Heart Habitat: an interactive 
design exhibition that explores humans’ rela- 
tionship with animals, centered on Xiaoxiao 
Zeng’s Red Dot Award-winning project of the 
same name. Humanimal uses interactive design 
as a Catalyst for communication and relationship 
building. Through a fun and immersive “‘game,A 
participants are given an inviting space to 
engage with the issue critically, to creatively 
explore, and to tap into their inner humanimal. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 21. Free. 750 Kearny, San Francisco, 
415-986-1822, c-c-c.org. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featur- 
ing Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. EXposed: 
A juried exhibition featuring works by the 
San Francisco Street Photography Group. The 
exhibition will showcase contemporary im- 
ages created on the streets of San Francisco 
through the lens of a talented group of Bay 
Area photographers. These images capture 
the ordinary (and sometimes not-so-ordinary) 
lives of people in The City, in ways that often 
suggest an underlying narrative that elicits the 
viewer's own interpretation Sundays, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
1-3 & 5-9 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1-9 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 22. Free. www.harvey- 
milkphotocenter.org. 50 Scott, San Francisco, 
415-554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Viewpoints: Viewpoints, 
a group exhibition of abstract and conceptual 
artwork featuring established masters and 
emerging artists, including Romare Bearden, 
McArthur Binion, Tony Lewis, Lavar Munroe, 
Blessing Ngobeni, Johnathan Payne, Cullen 
Washington, Aubrey Williams, and Nate Young. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14. Free. 
415-677-0770. jenkinsjohnsongallery.com/. 464 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 

Minnesota Street Project. Anne Chu: A solo 
exhibition of sculptures and works on paper by 
Anne Chu. The presentation will be a tribute to 
the life of the artist and the unveiling of recent 
artworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 7. Free. 1275 Minnesota 
St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, minnesotas- 
treetproject.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Touch On: Aesthetics 
in the Art, Politics and Ontology of Touch: 
Fourteen multidisciplinary artists reflect on the 
meaning and power of touch through painting, 
sculpture, photography, performance, and video. 
Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-7 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 12. Free. 934 Brannan, 
San Francisco, 415-863-1414, somarts.org. 





THURSDAY, DEC. 22 


Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up- 
and-coming comedians alongside industry pros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland. 
com. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 
510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 
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Comedy 


SARAH TIANA 


Tursday, Dec. 22; 8 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 23; 8 p.m., 10 p.m.; Punch Line 
Comedy Club, 444 Battery St.; $22; punchlinecomedyclub.com 


Sarah Tiana has been a “working” comedian/ex-waitress in Los Angeles 
since 2003. Originally from Calhoun, Georgia, Sarah’s act emphasizes the 
thrills of growing up after “The War of Northern Aggression” and trying to 
survive in the current battle of the sexes. She doesn't call herself “single” — 
she’s too old for that. She prefers to be called “sexually active.” 


Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night- 
lifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Sarah Tiana: Thu., Dec. 22, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 23, 8 & 
10 p.m., $22. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up 
and coming Bay Area comedians. The show 
also features hilarious interviews with each 
performer. Live music often follows the comedy 
show at 9:30 pm. All comedy audience members 
receive a discounted cover charge to see the 
bands. Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcom- 
edyrsvp@gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy. 
eventbrite.com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 
Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The 
Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up- 
and-coming comedians alongside industry pros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland. 
com. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 
510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Laughs On Haight Stand-up Comedy Showcase!: 
Featuring top Bay Area comedians, hosted by 
Danny Dechi, comedian and world’s only pencil 
musician. Fourth Friday of every month, 8 p.m. 
Continues through May 26, $5 online, $7 at 
the door. Second Act Marketplace & Events, 
1727 Haight, San Francisco, 415-668-3994, 
secondactsf.com. 

No, You're Drunk: The Drinking Game Comedy 
Show: With hosts Justin Gomes and Andrew 
Moore. Fourth Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 


415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Sarah Tiana: Thu., Dec. 22, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 23, 8 & 
10 p.m., $22. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 24 


Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up- 
and-coming comedians alongside industry pros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland. 
com. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 


510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Rajeev's Big Night Out: Comedy ‘n’ rock ‘n’ roll 
with host Rajeev Dhar. Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians from 
around the country as well as local rising stars. 
Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., $5. The Basement, 222 
Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebase- 
mentsf.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 25 
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Attractive Camp: Monthly comedy party featuring 
lots of pretty people with perfect teeth. Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, facebook. 
com/AttractiveCamp. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Sunday Funnies: Stand-up comedy with Danny 
Dechi and guests. Last Sunday of every month, 
5 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Kawika’s Ocean 
Beach Deli, 734 La Playa, San Francisco, 415- 
221-2031, oceanbeachdeli.com. 


MONDAY, DEC. 26 


Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and this 
weekly open mic means that you, too, can share 
the same stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 415-649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley. 
com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 


Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 
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Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28 


Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make-Out 
Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Classy Pants: Long-form improv comedy by Daniel 
Burt and Chrysteena Lairamore. Fourth Wednes- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., $10-$20, facebook. 
com/ClassyPants. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Don't Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch com- 
edy program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $15, dwtslive.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 


duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy pre- 
sented by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednes- 
days, 7 p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. 
Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. 
A different lineup each week for 5 bucks at Stage 
Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10-11:30 p.m., 
$5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 Ith 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on 
TV, and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week’s Show: Fresh standup from the best 
comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San Fran- 
cisco’s top sports bar and nightclub--all for less 
than the price of a movie ticket. Wednesdays, 
8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & Lounge, 2801 
Leavenworth, San Francisco, 415-671-8081, 
fortisf.com. 


LITERARY EVENTS 





Uncle nate's holiday spectacular 


Literary 


UNCLE NATE’S HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR! 


Friday, Dec. 23, 8 p.m., at the Bindery, 1727 Haight St. $5; 
booksmith.com 


Nate Waggoner brings together authors Anna Pulley, Baruch Porras- 
Hernandez, and Ken Grobe for an evening of jollity, warmth, and 


debilitating neuroticism. 
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THURSDAY, DEC. 22 


Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, east- 
sideartsalliance.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort Mason, Bldg. 
C, San Francisco, 415-771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 

TMI Storytelling: Hosted by Gina Gold. Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$13, tmis- 
torytelling.com. 3KB Sports Bar, 3000 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-465-2569, 3kbsportbar.com. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 


San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly LGBT 
readings (and more) since 2004. Fourth Friday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., donation, queero- 
penmic.com. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 
24th St., San Francisco, 415-282-9246, mod- 
erntimesbookstore.com. 

Uncle Nate's Holiday Spectacular!: with Anna 
Pulley (The Lesbian Sex Haiku Book (with Cats!)) 
and Baruch Porras Hernandez (Shipwreck), as 
well as his enemy Ken Grobe (Killing My Lobster) 
for an evening of jollity, warmth, and debilitating 
neuroticism. Fri., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $5, www.book- 
smith.com/event/uncle-nates-holiday-spectac- 
ular-bindery. Second Act Marketplace & Events, 
1727 Haight, San Francisco, 415-668-3994, 
secondactsf.com. 


MONDAY, DEC. 26 


Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porch- 
light host this open mic at which the best 
5-minute story about the monthly theme wins 
$50. Last Monday of every month, 7 p.m., $5, 
porchlightsf.com. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San 
Francisco, 415-923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 


Circulo de Lectores de Literatura en Espaiiol: 
Spanish-language book club. Fourth Tuesday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times 
Bookstore, 2919 24th St., San Francisco, 415- 
282-9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books 
by gay authors or featuring gay themes. Last 
Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Magnet, 
A4i22 18th St., San Francisco, 415-581-1600, 
magnetsf.org. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with featured 
poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-826-6886, 3300club.com. 





THURSDAY, DEC. 22 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 


Museum Exhibit 


OUT OF THE BOX: 
THE RISE OF SNEAKER CULTURE 


Opens Thursday, Dec. 22, and runs through April 2, 2017, at the 
Oakland Museum of California, 1000 Oak St. $15.95; museumca.org 


A fashion staple and cultural icon, sneakers are worn by millions of people 
and seem to transcend generations and socioeconomic status. Explore the 
significance, complex design history, and evolution of these shoes in the 
first exhibition of its kind in the United States. View more than 140 iconic 
sneakers from the 19th century to the present, including rare collectibles 
from the archives of brand-name manufacturers such as Adidas, Nike, 
Puma, and Reebok, and selections from renowned sneaker collectors 
including hip-hop group Run-DMC, sneaker guru Bobbito Garcia, and 

Dee Wells of Obsessive Sneaker Disorder. Reflect on how sneakers represent 
identity and sports fashion, and share your thoughts on what it means to be 


“town-fitted,” Oakland-style. 


Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: The 
Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium 
show redefines the traditional concept of 
astronomical presentation, turning the tele- 
scopes around and focusing on the greatest 
wonder of the universe — Earth itself — as it 
invites viewers to discover what it means to 
live in today’s connected world on the only 
planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast and 
lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral tank 
and offer live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 
11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn 
about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
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close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring 
dance music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people who 
like to pair their intellectual curiosity with a 
cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacad- 
emy.org/events/nightlife. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 415-379-8000, calacademy.org. 
Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 
Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 


in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as “an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central 
lobby. Like the eternal light that can be found 
in every synagogue, Lane’s gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
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415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum admis- 
sion). Permanent Exhibits: The family science 
museum's gigantic new complex is split into 
six separate gallery sections that focus on 
human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interac- 
tive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics 
via hands-on activities and demonstrations that 
explore physical phenomena like sound, color, 
temperature, etc. Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m.; Fourth Sunday of every month, 
11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 
Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 
stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hotel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA's own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 


Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 


Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk's monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk’s designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 


Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
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this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 


sadors: The AOTB’'s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 


Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 


Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: The 


Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium show 
redefines the traditional concept of astronomi- 
cal presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of the 
universe — Earth itself — as it invites viewers 
to discover what it means to live in today's con- 
nected world on the only planet known to sustain 
biodiversity and life. Daily. Penguin Feeding: 
Watch as the Academy's flightless friends are 
offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive 
into the Academy's live coral tank and offer 
live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 
a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 


965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 


Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as “‘an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central 
lobby. Like the eternal light that can be found 
in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as asymbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 


rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze de- 
signed to heighten one's awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 


stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hétel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’s own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
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Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 

Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 
Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk’s monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk's designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 
Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 24 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: The 
Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium show 
redefines the traditional concept of astronomi- 
cal presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of the 
universe — Earth itself — as it invites viewers 
to discover what it means to live in today's con- 
nected world on the only planet known to sustain 
biodiversity and life. Daily. Penguin Feeding: 


EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


Watch as the Academy's flightless friends are 
offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive 
into the Academy's live coral tank and offer 
live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 
a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 


Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as ‘‘an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central 
lobby. Like the eternal light that can be found 
in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 


rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze de- 
signed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 


stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hotel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
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100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presen- 
tations about the animals who live at the mu- 
seum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and par- 
ents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 
10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the 
Randall's regular facilities in Corona Heights 
are temporarily closed, the animals who live 
at the museum will make weekly trips down 
to the Mission for free live presentations. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. Drop-In Art Workshop: 
Get creative with arts and crafts projects for 
children and parents alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. 
$3-$5. 745 Treat, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 
Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’'s own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 

Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 
Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk's monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk's designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 
Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 25 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
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Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: The 


Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium show 
redefines the traditional concept of astronomi- 
cal presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of the 
universe — Earth itself — as it invites viewers 
to discover what it means to live in today’s con- 
nected world on the only planet known to sustain 
biodiversity and life. Daily. Penguin Feeding: 
Watch as the Academy's flightless friends are 
offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive 
into the Academy's live coral tank and offer 
live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 
a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 


Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as “‘an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central 
lobby. Like the eternal light that can be found 
in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 


atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one's awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum admis- 


sion). Permanent Exhibits: The family science 
museum's gigantic new complex is split into 
six separate gallery sections that focus on 
human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interac- 
tive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics 
via hands-on activities and demonstrations that 
explore physical phenomena like sound, color, 
temperature, etc. Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m.; Fourth Sunday of every month, 
11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes 


Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 30 Years of 
Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth 
Cornu curates a selection of visual art that 
recalls scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent 
days of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 


stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hotel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
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legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sun- 


days: Learn about oceans and the wildlife within 
during classroom presentations and docent-led 
tours of the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of 
every month, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker 
Road, Sausalito, marinemammalcenter.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’'s own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 


Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 


Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk’s monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk's designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 


KIVV 


HOLIDAY ROADKILL 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 


Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


MONDAY, DEC. 26 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 


sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Animal At- 


traction: Exhibit about the wild courtship and 
mating strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. 
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Earthquake: Treat your senses to seismic over- 
load in this exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth 
model illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation 
of a Victorian salon that shakes like two of San 
Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. 
Color of Life: The Academy's bright new summer 
show celebrates the chromatic diversity of 
nature with live animals, interactive displays, 
dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: 
The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turning 
the telescopes around and focusing on the 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself 
— as it invites viewers to discover what it means 
to live in today’s connected world on the only 
planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast and 
lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral 
tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: 
Get up close and personal with some of the 
Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 
3:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, San Francisco, 
415-379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 
Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as “‘an 
outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of steel 
into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old 
tools, and other objects that hang over the 
museum's central lobby. Like the eternal light 
that can be found in every synagogue, Lane's 


gigantic lamp can be seen as a symbol of higher 
connection — both literally and figuratively. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Hardly 
Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough 
to meet Warren Hellman, or see him perform at 
his signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
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industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 
Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’'s own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 

Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 
Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk’s monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk's designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 
Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
aSianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: The 
Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies 
in the animal kingdom. Daily. Habitat Earth: 
The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turning 
the telescopes around and focusing on the 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself 
— as it invites viewers to discover what it means 


to live in today’s connected world on the only 
planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses to seismic 
overload in this exhibit that includes a walk-in 
Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, a rec- 
reation of a Victorian salon that shakes like two 
of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a plan- 
etarium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast and 
lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral tank 
and offer live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 
11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn 
about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 


Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special per- 
sonal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with rhine- 
stones and a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the Covenant: Dave 
Lane, often described as ‘‘an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central 
lobby. Like the eternal light that can be found 
in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 


rium’'s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze de- 
signed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 


stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hétel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
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Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 
Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA's own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 

Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 
Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk’s monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk's designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 
Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Color of Life: 
The Academy's bright new summer show cel- 
ebrates the chromatic diversity of nature with 
live animals, interactive displays, dioramas, 
videos, and more. Daily. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 
strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Habitat 
Earth: The California Academy of Sciences’ 
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newest planetarium show redefines the tradi- 
tional concept of astronomical presentation, 
turning the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what 
it means to live in today's connected world on 
the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses to 
seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
arecreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the 
Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Acade- 
my’s live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. 
Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close and personal 
with some of the Academy's scaly, slithering 
inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 415-379-8000, calacademy.org. 
Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 
Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 
rium's earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze de- 
signed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 
GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 30 Years of 
Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth 
Cornu curates a selection of visual art that 
recalls scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent 
days of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 
Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 
stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hotel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
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415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA's own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 


Thacher Gallery. The Depravities of War: Sandow 


Birk and the Art of Social Critique: Featuring 
Sandow Birk’s monumental print series of the 
Iraq War alongside historical source materials, 
this exhibition celebrates the longevity and 
persuasive power of socially-engaged art. 
Birk’s designs are exhibited with reproductions 
of Jacques Callot’s 17th-century Miseries of War 
prints. Through Feb. 19, 2017, 12-6 p.m. Free. 
https://www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/de- 
pravities-of-war. 2130 Fulton St., San Francisco, 
415-422-5555. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 


Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 





THURSDAY, DEC. 22 
946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips: A 


tender new coming-of-age tale that uncovers 
the secrets behind World War II's D-Day landings. 
In the idyllic seaside village of Slapton, the lives 
of Lily, her family, and her fiercely independent 
cat Tips are barely touched by war...until Amer- 
ican soldiers occupy their house and land. With 
swingin’ live music, enchanting puppetry, and 
signature stage sorcery, Emma Rice conjures 
a Story of love, war, and prejudice that crosses 
borders both geographical and generational. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
15, $29-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berke- 
leyrep.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


A Christmas Carol: Featuring a lively cast of doz- 


ens, gorgeous costumes, and those deliciously 
spooky ghosts, the Bay Area’s favorite holiday 
tradition returns with a sparkling, music-infused 
production of A Christmas Carol. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 24, $25-$140. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


Irving Berlin's White Christmas: The stage 


adaptation of the classic film returns to San 
Francisco. Irving Berlin's “White Christmas” 
tells the story of two showbiz buddies putting 


EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC | 


on a show in a picturesque Vermont inn, and 
finding their perfect mates in the bargain. Full 
of dancing, romance, laughter and some of the 
greatest songs ever written, including “Count 
Your Blessings Instead of Sheep,” “Happy 
Holiday,” ‘‘Sisters,” “Blue Skies,” and the title 
song, “White Christmas.” Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 24, $45-$214. Golden 
Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-551- 
2000, shnsf.com. 


The Lion King: Winner of six Tony Awards, including 


Best Musical, The Lion King brings together one 
of the most imaginative creative teams on 
Broadway. Tony Award-winning director Julie 
Taymor brings to life a story filled with hope 
and adventure set against an amazing backdrop 
of stunning visuals. The Lion King also features 
the extraordinary work of Tony Award-winning 
choreographer Garth Fagan and some of Broad- 
way’s most recognizable music, crafted by Tony 
Award-winning artists Elton John and Tim Rice. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
31,$55-$228. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


The Madwoman in the Volvo: NPR personality 


and best-selling memoirist Sandra Tsing Loh 
takes the driver's seat and slams the engine 
into overdrive in her hilarious, enlightening, 
and totally candid road trip through the triple 
M’s—middle-age, menopause, and motherhood. 
Joined onstage by noted actors Caroline Aaron 
and Shannon Holt, who portray everyone from 
her BFFs to her ex-husband, lover, therapist, 
daughters, and more, Loh recounts her tumultu- 
ous journey that starts with a spontaneous trip 
to Burning Man. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15, $60-$75. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647- 
2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


She Loves Me: Follow Amalia and Georg, two per- 


fume shop clerks who don't quite see eye to eye. 
Constantly bumping heads while on the job, the 
sparring coworkers can't seem to find common 
ground. After they each respond to a “lonely 
hearts advertisement” in the newspaper, they 
start to fall for their anonymous pen pals—but 
will love continue to blossom once their iden- 
tities are finally revealed? Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
7 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14, 
$40-$125. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 


946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips: A 


tender new coming-of-age tale that uncovers 
the secrets behind World War II's D-Day landings. 
In the idyllic seaside village of Slapton, the lives 
of Lily, her family, and her fiercely independent 
cat Tips are barely touched by war...until Amer- 
ican soldiers occupy their house and land. With 
swingin’ live music, enchanting puppetry, and 
signature stage sorcery, Emma Rice conjures 
a Story of love, war, and prejudice that crosses 
borders both geographical and generational. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
15, $29-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berke- 
leyrep.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 


Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


A Christmas Carol: Featuring a lively cast of doz- 


ens, gorgeous costumes, and those deliciously 
spooky ghosts, the Bay Area’s favorite holiday 
tradition returns with a sparkling, music-infused 
production of A Christmas Caro!. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 24, $25-$140. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look 
at the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 


Irving Berlin’s White Christmas: The stage 


adaptation of the classic film returns to San 
Francisco. Irving Berlin's “White Christmas” 
tells the story of two showbiz buddies putting 
on a Show in a picturesque Vermont inn, and 
finding their perfect mates in the bargain. Full 
of dancing, romance, laughter and some of the 
greatest songs ever written, including ‘Count 
Your Blessings Instead of Sheep,” “Happy 
Holiday,” ‘’Sisters,” “Blue Skies,” and the title 
song, “White Christmas.” Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 24, $45-$214. Golden 
Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-551- 
2000, shnsf.com. 


The Lion King: Winner of six Tony Awards, including 


Best Musical, The Lion King brings together one 
of the most imaginative creative teams on 
Broadway. Tony Award-winning director Julie 
Taymor brings to life a story filled with hope 
and adventure set against an amazing backdrop 


of stunning visuals. The Lion King also features 
the extraordinary work of Tony Award-winning 
choreographer Garth Fagan and some of Broad- 
way’s most recognizable music, crafted by Tony 
Award-winning artists Elton John and Tim Rice. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
31,$55-$228. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


The Madwoman in the Volvo: NPR personality 


and best-selling memoirist Sandra Tsing Loh 
takes the driver's seat and slams the engine 
into overdrive in her hilarious, enlightening, 
and totally candid road trip through the triple 
M’s—middle-age, menopause, and motherhood. 
Joined onstage by noted actors Caroline Aaron 
and Shannon Holt, who portray everyone from 
her BFFs to her ex-husband, lover, therapist, 
daughters, and more, Loh recounts her tumultu- 
ous journey that starts with a spontaneous trip 
to Burning Man. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15, $60-$75. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647- 
2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


She Loves Me: Follow Amalia and Georg, two per- 


fume shop clerks who don't quite see eye to eye. 
Constantly bumping heads while on the job, the 
sparring coworkers can't seem to find common 
ground. After they each respond to a “lonely 
hearts advertisement” in the newspaper, they 
start to fall for their anonymous pen pals—but 
will love continue to blossom once their iden- 
tities are finally revealed? Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
7 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14, 
$40-$125. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 
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THE SKIVVIES: HOLIDAY ROADKILL 


Thursday, Dec. 22, 7 p.m., and Friday, Dec. 23, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m., at 
A.C.T.’s Strand Theater, 1127 Market St. $25-$75; act-sf.org 


Broadway’s Lauren Molina and Nick Cearley are the Skivvies, the musically 
thrilling, award-winning, undie-rock, comedy-pop duo who have become 

the toast of the New York cabaret club scene. Performing stripped-down 
versions of eclectic covers and wacky holiday mash-ups, the Skivvies literally 
strip down to their underwear to perform. Grab your spiked eggnog, hurry 
down the chimney, and settle in for an evening of laughter and holiday 
cheer in the most outrageous holiday concert of the season. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 24 


946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips: A 


tender new coming-of-age tale that uncovers 
the secrets behind World War II's D-Day landings. 
In the idyllic seaside village of Slapton, the lives 
of Lily, her family, and her fiercely independent 
cat Tips are barely touched by war...until Amer- 
ican soldiers occupy their house and land. With 
swingin’ live music, enchanting puppetry, and 
signature stage sorcery, Emma Rice conjures 
a Story of love, war, and prejudice that crosses 
borders both geographical and generational. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
15, $29-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berke- 
leyrep.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
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costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


A Christmas Carol: Featuring a lively cast of doz- 


ens, gorgeous costumes, and those deliciously 
spooky ghosts, the Bay Area’s favorite holiday 
tradition returns with a sparkling, music-infused 
production of A Christmas Carol. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 24, $25-$140. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look 
at the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 


Irving Berlin’s White Christmas: The stage 


adaptation of the classic film returns to San 
Francisco. Irving Berlin's “White Christmas” 


(oF, | 107.4 
ENGINE LIGHT 
1p} 7Ye7 '[ok-y g [oe 


i [eX a OF-] xe 


tells the story of two showbiz buddies putting 
on a Show in a picturesque Vermont inn, and 
finding their perfect mates in the bargain. Full 
of dancing, romance, laughter and some of the 
greatest songs ever written, including “Count 
Your Blessings Instead of Sheep,” “Happy 
Holiday,” ‘‘Sisters,” “Blue Skies,” and the title 
song, “White Christmas.” Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 24, $45-$214. Golden 
Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-551- 
2000, shnsf.com. 


The Lion King: Winner of six Tony Awards, including 


Best Musical, The Lion King brings together one 
of the most imaginative creative teams on 
Broadway. Tony Award-winning director Julie 
Taymor brings to life a story filled with hope 
and adventure set against an amazing backdrop 
of stunning visuals. The Lion King also features 
the extraordinary work of Tony Award-winning 
choreographer Garth Fagan and some of Broad- 
way’s most recognizable music, crafted by Tony 
Award-winning artists Elton John and Tim Rice. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
31, $55-$228. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


The Madwoman in the Volvo: NPR personality 


and best-selling memoirist Sandra Tsing Loh 
takes the driver's seat and slams the engine 
into overdrive in her hilarious, enlightening, 
and totally candid road trip through the triple 
M’s—middle-age, menopause, and motherhood. 
Joined onstage by noted actors Caroline Aaron 
and Shannon Holt, who portray everyone from 
her BFFs to her ex-husband, lover, therapist, 
daughters, and more, Loh recounts her tumultu- 
ous journey that starts with a spontaneous trip 
to Burning Man. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15, $60-$75. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647- 
2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


She Loves Me: Follow Amalia and Georg, two per- 


fume shop clerks who don't quite see eye to eye. 
Constantly bumping heads while on the job, the 
sparring coworkers can't seem to find common 
ground. After they each respond to a “lonely 
hearts advertisement” in the newspaper, they 
start to fall for their anonymous pen pals—but 
will love continue to blossom once their iden- 
tities are finally revealed? Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
7 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14, 
$40-$125. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 25 


946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips: A 


tender new coming-of-age tale that uncovers 
the secrets behind World War II's D-Day landings. 
In the idyllic seaside village of Slapton, the lives 
of Lily, her family, and her fiercely independent 
cat Tips are barely touched by war...until Amer- 
ican soldiers occupy their house and land. With 
swingin’ live music, enchanting puppetry, and 
signature stage sorcery, Emma Rice conjures 
a story of love, war, and prejudice that crosses 
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borders both geographical and generational. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
15, $29-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berke- 
leyrep.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


The Lion King: Winner of six Tony Awards, including 


Best Musical, The Lion King brings together one 
of the most imaginative creative teams on 
Broadway. Tony Award-winning director Julie 
Taymor brings to life a story filled with hope 
and adventure set against an amazing backdrop 
of stunning visuals. The Lion King also features 
the extraordinary work of Tony Award-winning 
choreographer Garth Fagan and some of Broad- 
way’'s most recognizable music, crafted by Tony 
Award-winning artists Elton John and Tim Rice. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
31,$55-$228. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


The Madwoman in the Volvo: NPR personality 


and best-selling memoirist Sandra Tsing Loh 
takes the driver's seat and slams the engine 
into overdrive in her hilarious, enlightening, 
and totally candid road trip through the triple 
M’s—middle-age, menopause, and motherhood. 
Joined onstage by noted actors Caroline Aaron 
and Shannon Holt, who portray everyone from 
her BFFs to her ex-husband, lover, therapist, 
daughters, and more, Loh recounts her tumultu- 
ous journey that starts with a spontaneous trip 
to Burning Man. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15, $60-$75. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647- 
2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


She Loves Me: Follow Amalia and Georg, two per- 


fume shop clerks who don't quite see eye to eye. 
Constantly bumping heads while on the job, the 
sparring coworkers can't seem to find common 
ground. After they each respond to a “lonely 
hearts advertisement” in the newspaper, they 
start to fall for their anonymous pen pals—but 
will love continue to blossom once their iden- 
tities are finally revealed? Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
7 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14, 
$40-$125. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo per- 


formances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., 
$12-$25, solosundays.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


MONDAY, DEC. 26 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 


mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 


946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips: A 


tender new coming-of-age tale that uncovers 
the secrets behind World War II's D-Day landings. 
In the idyllic seaside village of Slapton, the lives 
of Lily, her family, and her fiercely independent 
cat Tips are barely touched by war...until Amer- 
ican soldiers occupy their house and land. With 
swingin’ live music, enchanting puppetry, and 
signature stage sorcery, Emma Rice conjures 
a Story of love, war, and prejudice that crosses 
borders both geographical and generational. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
15, $29-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berke- 
leyrep.org. 


The Madwoman in the Volvo: NPR personality 


and best-selling memoirist Sandra Tsing Loh 
takes the driver's seat and slams the engine 
into overdrive in her hilarious, enlightening, 
and totally candid road trip through the triple 
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M’s—middle-age, menopause, and motherhood. 
Joined onstage by noted actors Caroline Aaron 
and Shannon Holt, who portray everyone from 
her BFFs to her ex-husband, lover, therapist, 
daughters, and more, Loh recounts her tumultu- 
ous journey that starts with a spontaneous trip 
to Burning Man. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15, $60-$75. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647- 
2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


She Loves Me: Follow Amalia and Georg, two per- 


fume shop clerks who don't quite see eye to eye. 
Constantly bumping heads while on the job, the 
sparring coworkers can't seem to find common 
ground. After they each respond to a “lonely 
hearts advertisement” in the newspaper, they 
start to fall for their anonymous pen pals—but 
will love continue to blossom once their iden- 
tities are finally revealed? Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
7 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14, 
$40-$125. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28 
946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips: A 


tender new coming-of-age tale that uncovers 
the secrets behind World War II's D-Day landings. 
In the idyllic seaside village of Slapton, the lives 
of Lily, her family, and her fiercely independent 
cat Tips are barely touched by war...until Amer- 
ican soldiers occupy their house and land. With 
swingin’ live music, enchanting puppetry, and 
signature stage sorcery, Emma Rice conjures 
a Story of love, war, and prejudice that crosses 
borders both geographical and generational. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
15, $29-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 
2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berke- 
leyrep.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


The Lion King: Winner of six Tony Awards, including 


Best Musical, The Lion King brings together one 
of the most imaginative creative teams on 
Broadway. Tony Award-winning director Julie 
Taymor brings to life a story filled with hope 
and adventure set against an amazing backdrop 
of stunning visuals. The Lion King also features 
the extraordinary work of Tony Award-winning 
choreographer Garth Fagan and some of Broad- 
way’s most recognizable music, crafted by Tony 
Award-winning artists Elton John and Tim Rice. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
31,$55-$228. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


The Madwoman in the Volvo: NPR personality 


and best-selling memoirist Sandra Tsing Loh 
takes the driver's seat and slams the engine 
into overdrive in her hilarious, enlightening, 
and totally candid road trip through the triple 
M’s—middle-age, menopause, and motherhood. 
Joined onstage by noted actors Caroline Aaron 
and Shannon Holt, who portray everyone from 
her BFFs to her ex-husband, lover, therapist, 
daughters, and more, Loh recounts her tumultu- 
ous journey that starts with a spontaneous trip 
to Burning Man. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 15, $60-$75. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647- 
2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


She Loves Me: Follow Amalia and Georg, two per- 


fume shop clerks who don't quite see eye to eye. 
Constantly bumping heads while on the job, the 
sparring coworkers can't seem to find common 
ground. After they each respond to a “lonely 
hearts advertisement” in the newspaper, they 
start to fall for their anonymous pen pals—but 
will love continue to blossom once their iden- 
tities are finally revealed? Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
7 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Jan. 14, 
$40-$125. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 
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Daily Show co-creator Lizz Winstead has 48 pages of notes for her New Year's Eve comedy special, 
Controversy: A Hilarious, Tragic Review of 2016. Where to begin? 


Lizz Winstead 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Comic, social-justice advocate, 
and the fifth of five children, Lizz Win- 
stead happened to be born on Aug. 5, 
1961 — one day after President Obama. 
Her conservative Catholic mother and 
Mississippi-born father met in Washing- 
ton, D.C., during World War II and voted 
Democrat only once in their lives, exactly 
nine months prior to her date of birth. 

“My dad said to me, ‘You were con- 
ceived the day Kennedy won the elec- 
tion, ” she says. “I said, ‘How do you 
know that?’ He said, ‘I just know!’ That 
leads me to believe that Barack Obama 
was also conceived the night Kennedy 
won. If I ever met him, I would love to 
tell him that.” 

“That’s all,” she says. “TIl go, ‘I just 
got one thing to tell ya. Peace out.’ ” 

Winstead, arguably best-known 
for co-creating The Daily Show some 
20 years ago, in the Craig Kilborn 
days, is a barnstorming comic, radio 
personality, prolific tweeter, and repro- 
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ductive-rights advocate who mounts 

a year-in-review comedy special every 
New Year’s Eve. Because 2016 was, 
um, something of a doozy, Winstead 

is having a bit of trouble condensing 
her 48-page master document into 
finished material, but Controversy: A 
Hilarious, Tragic Review of 2016 will air 
on Pay-Per-View on Dec. 31. One topic, 
at least, has a secure place. 

“The election was such a dominating 
force,’ Winstead says. “White people 
were surprised. Black people were like, 
‘It’s just another Tuesday.’ There was 
a lot of cockiness, there was a lot of 
misinterpreting how people felt about 
their prospects for the future. Then, 
Hillary supporters were laying around 
in their pantsuits for weeks on end, 
eating food out of their bras, trying to 
find a reason to get up.” 

“Whiteness felt a fragility it hasn’t 
before,” she adds. “That may bind us 
together. Maybe the concept of inter- 
sectionality, as a way we live, may bea 
real thing we explore and actually grow 
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into. 

When I mention that, although 
vitally important to getting out our 
current predicament, the concept of 
intersectionality might be a weighty 
topic to broach during a comedy spe- 
cial on a night when everyone's getting 
very drunk, Winstead plows forward. 

“If you were singularly yelling about 
‘White dudes mess everything up’ and 
then you have an election where 53 
percent of White women who aren't 
college-educated voted for Trump, you 
have to look at the way women live 
that aren't like you. ... And for me, it’s 
very exciting to watch people have to 
look at and feel — even if it’s ever so 
slightly — what it’s like to be a person 
of color in this country. It’s like, ‘Now 
that you have a modicum of how that 
world feels, what are you going to do 
about it?’ ” 

“I still didn’t say anything funny,” 
she says, “but I do think that’s pro- 
found.” 

Immediately after Nov. 8, Win- 


stead did a couple of shows alongside 
singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco while 
people were “still in shock.” 

“Having people laugh through the 
pain gave them hope and made me 
feel good. It’s like, ‘Oh my God, please 
tell me you're going to help me get out 
of this funk,” she says, and her voice 
drops to a whisper. “I have a large re- 
sponsibility.” 

But for a nation desperate for the 
occasional 15-minute block of time 
when they don't have to think about 
the president-elect, there’s plenty more 
ground to cover — some of it is even 
happy news. 

“Things that are profoundly cool 
happened this year,” she says. “A lot of 
amazing women did well in the Olym- 
pics, even though there were parts of 
the Olympics that profoundly sucked. 
We won in credible victory at the Su- 
preme Court in Whole Women’s Health 
v. Hellerstadt |a ruling that struck 
down punitive anti-abortion laws in 
Texas]. Two of the most profound 
musical people of our time died. That’s 
horrible, but the good news is that 
Scalia died.” 

For those who’ve never seen one of 
Winstead’s prior specials, it doesn’t in- 
volve her on a stool in front of a brick 
wall for 90 minutes. There are sound 
clips and visuals, much of which will 
center on a journey of fake news and 
“the Facebook trolls that have threat- 
ened my life or whatever.” 

“T bring you into an experience of 
engaging in the news that you've also 
had, but in a way that people haven't 
really done before,” she says. 

The show’s $9.99 cost goes toward 
Lady Parts Justice League, a nonprofit 
collective of entertainment-industry 
figures that Winstead helped organize 
and which helps clinics in ways that 
more prominent reproductive-rights 
organizations like Planned Parenthood 
and NARAL do not. Driving home to 
Brooklyn in a van after finishing a 
book in Minnesota, Winstead played 
benefit sets along the way. She found 
that since most abortion restrictions 
occur in state legislatures, they don’t 
make national news. Even engaged 
people seldom knew the breadth of the 
campaigns, or they were more focused 
on issues like fracking or racial justice. 

“It wasn’t publicized,” she says. “So 
what Lady Parts Justice League does is 
make videos that are provocative and 
funny, that try to respond to the news 
as best we can.” 

On top of that, they do the grittier 


work of connecting audiences with 
clinics in their vicinity. 

“We do a comedy show, get like 400 
or 500 people in a room, and then we'll 
do a talkback afterward with a provid- 
er and a clinic escort, and [audience 
members] can hear the real deal about 
what providers do,” she says. “If the 
clinic has a project they need, we bring 
the community together. For example, 
we were just in North Carolina, and we 
painted a fence for them and planted 
prickly holly bushes where protesters 
were standing, because they had this 
patch of ground directly in line to the 
patient room, where they would yell 
really loud.” 

In any other year, the Texas law 
mandating funeral services for aborted 
and miscarried fetuses would probably 
be a long-running cause célébre. But in 
2016, it got, well, buried. So Controver- 
sy will make explicit the connections 
between restricting abortion access 
and shaming women generally. 

“With all of these laws, you spend 
about 10 seconds talking about abor- 
tion, and then all of a sudden you start 
peeling the onion back, and it’s always 
about stigma and shame and sexuality 
and all this other shit that has noth- 
ing to do with abortion,” Winstead 
says. Of 48-hour waiting periods, she 
adds, “Imposing a waiting period on 
somebody who needs to terminate a 
pregnancy is basically legalizing the 
notion that women can't be trusted. 
They might not make good decisions, 
so we shouldn't maybe trust them for 
a promotion. Or maybe they shouldn't 
run our banks. Or be president at all.” 

At this point, Winstead realizes 
that we’ve been mired in the legislative 
weeds for the entire duration of our 
conversation. When we weren't talking 
about her own conception, that is. 

“So far [haven't been funny, but the 
show’s really funny,’ she says. “People 
forget that 2016 kicked off with those 
yahoos taking over federal land in Ore- 
gon. They were totally acquitted — and 
totally inept. You know what, if you 
can’t even do a Costco run before your 
big occupation, you're not only bad at 
occupying, you're bad at scouting. Get 
a clue!” 


Controversy: A Hilarious, 
Tragic Review of 2016 
Available now for pre-purchase, 


) 


Live on Jan. 1, 2017, at midnight PST. 
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Gorilla Glass 


Xiaoxiao Zeng's “Humanimal” seeks to approach the animal kingdom on its own terms. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


I’m trying to coax a gorilla out 
of the jungle, silently. The air is filled with 
the sound of birds. Or possibly frogs, or 
monkeys. 

“Let’s see if you can approach him 
and make friends,” the voice of my 
guide whispers. “It helps to crouch 
low, and turn yourself a little sideways. 


Don't forget: Don’t look him in the eyes. 


Keep crouching low.” 

It’s hard not to look at him, and not 
only because welcoming eye contact 
is usually my method of approaching 
fellow humans. It’s also because I have a 
hard time believing that this gorilla can 
really see me. 

I’m standing — or crouching, as 
instructed — at the Chinese Cultural 
Center, in the first of four bays that 
comprise Xiaoxiao Zeng’s exhibit “Hu- 
manimal.: A Heart to Heart Habitat.” 
The gorilla, shy and averse to intrusions 
on its turf from fellow higher primates, 
sees me after all and scuttles back into 
the trees. After this setback, the in- 
structions repeat themselves. Keeping 
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my eyes at the lower left of the screen, 
where a green stick figure mirrors the 
relative position of my limbs, I give it 
another go. 

“Try three short, guttural ‘hunh’ 
sounds,’ the guide says. I do, and the 
ape emerges. Success! “You've learned 
to talk to gorillas, and you have a new 
gorilla friend.” 

All told, about 90 seconds elapsed — 
a fraction of the time it would probably 
take in the the wild. I’m more sheepish 
than proud, but apparently, many of 
those classified as Homo sapiens require 
a full five or 10 minutes, so Zeng seems 
impressed — slightly, as it’s her creation, 
after all. She knows “a little bit of coding” 
but considers herself a designer, and 
works with coders and the same sensor 
an Xbox would use. She can also adjust 
how hard winning over the gorilla is. 

“T will say that depends on my mood,” 
she says of her desire to tinker with the 
difficulty level. “I want people to know 
that you need to be patient — but it’s 
not really that hard because in real time, 
it can take days or months to get a gorilla 
to like you. I still wanted to have that. 
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You need patience.” 

Of course, the point of “Humanimal” 
is not to befriend a fake gorilla. The 
Chinese-born Zeng, who won the 2016 
Red Dot Design Award, found herself 
troubled by even high-minded scientifi- 
cally oriented zoos and the way in which 
humans’ understanding of animals 
seems to occur entirely on our terms. 
She wants to invert that power dynamic, 
forcing people to communicate with an- 
imals without cages, clipboards, or even 
language. 

“T know we shouldn't keep animals 
in zoos, but what can we do?” she asks. 
“Our kids need to see animals, and I 
want to see them, so I want to do some- 
thing with the people who care about 
animals but still don’t take action. I’m 
trying to build more respectful relation- 
ships.” 


“Womanhouse” was a 1972 art 
installation created by Judy Chicago and 
Miriam Schapiro, co-founders of CalArts’ 
Feminist Art Program. Groundbreaking at 
the time for its dedication in encouraging 
female artists to carve their own path, by 
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contemporary standards it would appear 
to have a rather narrow focus on White, 
heterosexual, and middle-class women. So 
the Northern California Women’s Caucus 
for Art (NCWCA) decided it was time for 
an update. 

“F*ck You! In the Most Loving Way: 
A National Feminist Art Exhibition” is 
their answer. The show, up through Jan. 
21, 2017, at SoMa’s Arc Gallery, brings 
together 52 artists to speak out against 
the continuation of sexism and misogy- 
ny in contemporary culture. 

It came together quickly, says NCW- 
CA exhibitions chair Leisel Whitlock, 
who coined the provocative title. She’s 
especially pleased that she and her fel- 
low organizers were able to obtain new 
work by Faith Wilding, the 73-year-old 
Paraguayan-American multidisciplinary 
artist who was also involved in “Wom- 
anhouse.” 

When it comes to women’s lack 
of representation in the art world, 
Whitlock says, gallerists and museum 
administrators have often fallen back on 
the “cop-out” that it has limited appeal, 
in comparison with work by men that’s 
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“universal.” But in this context, the word 
fit. 

“You push back against curators,” she 
says. But in this piece, I felt as a woman, 
that it was so universal — and I think 
my life experience and Faith Wilding’s 
are probably vastly different. We're from 
different eras, different cultures. I don’t 
think she has children, and I’m a mother. 
But it hit me.” 

For programming chair Tanya 
Augsburg, the younger featured artists 
are equally crucial. “F*uck You” tapped 
Emma Sulkowicz, a graduate student 
who's best known for Carry That Weight, 
a year-long undergraduate project in 
which she lugged a mattress around Co- 
lumbia University to protest the official 
response — from the school and from 
law enforcement — to her claim that a 
fellow student had raped her. 

“The thing about feminist art is that 
it makes women’s invisible condition 
visible,” Augsburg says. 

Sulkowicz, in turn, brought on Violet 
Overn, daughter of the acclaimed perfor- 
mance artist Karen Finley and an artist 
in her own right, known for her Fraterni- 
ty House photo series. 

“She had herself photographed pros- 
trate in front of frat houses,’ Augsburg 
says. ‘It addresses the rape culture on 
college campuses today. What’s really 
nice about this exhibit is that it has this 
intergenerational aspect.” 

Pushing frank sexuality further to the 
fore is Rokudenashiko, the Japanese art- 
ist whose fight against obscenity charges 
over her pursuit of demystifying the 
female genitalia “had basically been in 
prison for her art,” in Augsburg’s words. 

“T really liked the piece with the Bud- 
dha, she says, referring to a gold-hued 
sculpture, The Buddha Manko. “It incor- 
porates an image of her own genitals, 
and she has a Buddha right in front it. 
Why are a woman's genitals so taboo 
when they have testicles for the phallus 
couched under religious ceremonies?” 

“Talk about ‘Fuck you in the most 
loving way, ” Augsburg says. 


Humanimal: 

A Heart to Heart Habitat 
Through Jan. 21, 2017, 

at the Chinese Culture Center, 
750 Kearny St., Third floor. Free; 
C-C-C.org. 


F*ck U! In the Most Loving Way: 
A National Feminist 

Art Exhibition 

Through Jan. 21, 2017, 

at Arc Gallery, 

1246 Folsom St., ncwca.org 
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NOTHING TO TEASE ABOUT 


Sick Puppy 


It’s that time of year again, 
when pho shops from Civic Center to 
the Sunset see a parade of chicken- 
soup-starved zombies shuffling 
through their doors, and riders con- 
sider ways to make wearing a face mask 
on Muni look cute. There’s a nip in the 
air, along with a cornucopia of germs 
— cold and flu season hits hard ina 
city as little as ours. Meanwhile the Re- 
publican Party and the president-elect 
hatch plans to repeal and replace 
Obamacare, which could leave millions 
without access to affordable health in- 
surance. 

And yet, for those fortunate 
enough to have health insurance, 
it’s still an uphill battle to receive 
adequate care. For sex workers, going 
to the doctor can often be more than 
just uncomfortable and annoying. 

When I’m not being seen at St. 
James Infirmary, the local peer health 
clinic for sex workers, I remember 
why I hate going to the doctor. Dis- 
closing my sex-worker status is 
always stressful, because 
no matter how compe- 
tent a provider may 
be, they're not 
always great at 
hiding whatev- 
er biases and 
misconcep- 
tions they may 
have about my 
profession and 
my health. 

The stigma is 
institutional as 
well as personal. 
We are automatically 
considered a “high- 
risk” population — which 
is why we usually can't, for ex- 
ample, give blood at blood banks. 

[ve had medical professionals ask 
if my job was a form of self-harm, 
and interrogate me about whether 
or not I was “practicing safe sex.” I 
don’t imagine that doctors ask such 
questions of patients who work in 
food service — which causes sub- 
stantial stress on the body — nor do 
they inquire of professional welders if 
they are “practicing safe welding.” It’s 
these patronizing double standards 
that make the whole experience feel 
more akin to trauma than healing. 

After several less-than-stellar 
experiences, I now try to come out 
to my doctors as soon as possible, 
just to get it out of they way and find 
out as swiftly as possible if I need to 
change my provider. 

During my first appointment with 
my current doctor, I told him I was a 
sex worker because it was pertinent 
information for the prophylaxis he 
was prescribing me. He had seemed 
unconcerned, and we chatted about 
the adult industry’s recent defeat of 
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Proposition 60. I was optimistic. 

Flash forward to earlier this 
month: I'd been sick for more than 
two weeks when I finally got a chance 
to see my doctor. I couldn't get an 
appointment with him the day I came 
in, dehydrated and dry heaving; the 
front desk told me I needed to wait 
until the following morning. (Typical 
HMO!) So I went to urgent care in- 
stead, and they immediately put me 
on an IV and prescribed antibiotics. I 
was one sick puppy. 

A week later, I followed up with 
my primary-care doctor, and his first 
question when he sat down to treat 
me was, Why are you getting sick 
all the time? Maybe you should get a 
new job.” 

I'd been feeling nauseous all morn- 
ing, but in hindsight, I wish I'd had it 
in me to just puke on him right then 
and there. 

I already had a fever, but I grew 
hotter as I stood up and told him that 
if that’s how he felt, I'd have to leave. 
He apologized and 
said he was only 

teasing. I told him 
that was nothing 
to tease about — 
that sex workers 
face an entire 
world of people 
and systems that 
tell them their 
work isn't real 
work, and that 
they, in turn, 
are worthless. 
Again, he 
apologized, 
reminded me he 
voted no on Prop. 
és 60, and that he even 
s" had a former patient 
who was a gay adult-film 
performer. Then he asked if men 
were less likely than women to get in- 
fections in the industry, and offered 
me a Pap smear. 

I told him that if he would like to 
hire me for a cultural competency 
training for him and his staff on how 
to interface with sex workers, he 
could do that, but for right now, I'd 
prefer to focus on just my body, and 
not on educating him about my de- 
mographic — and no, I would not be 
letting him touch my vagina. 

I think he knew I wouldn’t be 
back. He wrote me my prescription 
and started to leave, but before he 
walked out the door, he leaned in for 
a weird, nonconsensual hug, to make 
sure there were “no hard feelings.” 

If you want to get me anything for 
Christmas, please make a donation to 
the St. James Infirmary so more sex 
workers in this city don’t have to deal 
with this hurtful nonsense. 

Get well soon, San Francisco. 










TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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BS CRA FILM REVIEWS 





Off the Rails 
Not rated. 
Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 
Many of us are lucky enough to be 
hooked on socially acceptable things, 
while others have impulses that turn 
them into monsters. Somewhere toward 
the middle of that spectrum (and others) 
is the subject of Adam Irving’s fascinat- 
ing, occasionally heartbreaking docu- 
mentary Off the Rails, the affable Darius 
McCollum. Afflicted with Asperger’s syn- 
drome — which is technically no longer 
an official diagnosis in the current psy- 
chiatric manual — he loves everything 
about the New York subway. The clock- 
work order of the system appealed to 
8-year-old Darius — who wanted to be 
Liberace (Liberace!) before he discovered 
mass transit — and an operator let him 
drive a train by himself at 15. Darius 
made all the stops and kept the train on 
schedule, though a White newscaster de- 
scribed the Black teenager as “hijacking” 
the train and taking it for a “joyride.” Af- 
ter being incarcerated more than two 
dozen times for driving hundreds of 
trains, the middle-aged Darius has spent 
much of his life in prison for victimless 
crimes for which he’s received no rehabil- 
itation, and there’s little question that 
the sentencing wouldn't have been so 
harsh if he were not a husky Black man. 
In addition to being a character study of 
a tragic figure, Off the Rails is an indict- 
ment of a justice system that hasn’t been 
on the rails for a long time, if ever. Sher- 


ilyn Connelly 


Hidden Figures 
Rated PG. 
Opens Sunday at the AMC Metreon. 
A robin’s-egg-blue Chevy Bel Air breaks 
down by the side of the road. In the pas- 
senger seat, Katherine (Taraji P. Henson) 
daydreams, staring up into a cloudless 
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sky. She’s a mathematician who, along 
with her friends Dorothy (Octavia Spen- 
cer) and Mary (Janelle Monae), stalls on 
her way to work at NASA's offices in Vir- 
ginia. When a police siren zeroes in on 
them, their postures stiffen. Inside each 
woman, something wary and coiled 
snaps to attention. This is the first of 
many understated but emotionally per- 
suasive scenes in Theodore Melfi’s Hid- 
den Figures that illustrates the dual 
consciousness of African-Americans. In 
the early 1960s, when the film takes 
place, the South remains woefully segre- 
gated, from libraries and restrooms to 
schools, buses, and drinking fountains. 
The sense of feeling safe or protected in 
public in White society doesn’t exist (one 
of the film’s many modern-day parallels). 
While Martin Luther King Jr. leads 
marches in the streets, Katherine and 
her friends struggle for equality inside 
the NASA compound. There, the color 
lines gradually break down, as these 
smart, talented women help the U.S. in 
the Space Race against the U.S.S.R. It 
would be easy to dismiss this movie as a 
derivative cross between The Help andA 
Beautiful Mind. Don’t. This is old-fash- 
ioned storytelling at its best: a tear- 
jerker and a feel-good movie all in one. 


Jeffrey Edalatpour 


Passengers 
Rated PG-13. 
Now playing at the Century San 
Francisco Centre 9. 
According to the Norwegian director 
Morten Tyldum, Gene Roddenberry got 
it all wrong. Space isn’t the final frontier; 
love is. At least, that’s the case during his 
film Passengers, an Adam-and-Eve story 
set among the stars. Jon Spaihts, the 
screenwriter for Doctor Strange and Pro- 
metheus, genetically engineers the script 
as the perfect date-night movie. Sci-fi ad- 


Off the Rails 


Courtesy of Gemini Pictures 


dicts will board the Starship Avalon and 
get fired up by its nuclear core explosions 
and Kubrickian set designs, all chilly 
white and exquisitely fabricated. But 
squint ever so slightly, and suddenly 
rom-com tropes start bouncing weight- 
lessly across the screen. Jim (Chris Pratt) 
meets Aurora (the unflappable Jennifer 
Lawrence) after a pod-induced hiberna- 
tion. They’re traveling light years across 
the universe to colonize Homestead II, 
an Avatar-like Pandora planet, as yet un- 
sullied by human hands. But along the 
complicated journey toward love, there 
are obstacles like meteor fields and mal- 
functioning software. The costume de- 
signer dresses Lawrence in gossamer 
fabrics, all rustling sheers and suggestive 
netting, like Barbarella if she’d hada 
complete makeover of her wardrobe and 
personality alike. Aurora is the alpha fig- 
ure on board and the brains, confident 
and comfortable in her own skin. Pratt 
does an excellent job of keeping a 
straight face as he stares out at all the 
CGI. There is no gravity to this interstel- 
lar love story, but these two stars have 
never been more likable. JE 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: 
An ongoing series of experimental cinema. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. $7. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-824-3890, atasite.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Balboa Classics: Classic mov- 
ies every week. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Popcorn 
Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets 
ticket plus popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 
a.m. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221- 
2184, balboamovies.com. 

Castro Theatre. /t's a Wonderful Life: A Christ- 
mas perennial, Frank Capra's classic stars 
Jimmy Stewart as a family man at the end 
of his rope who is shown by a friendly angel 


what life would be like without him. Thu., 
Dec. 22, 2, 5 & 8 p.m. Sound Of Music Sing- 
Along: A screening of the classic Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musical in glorious wide- 
screen, complete with subtitles so that the 
whole audience can sing along! In addition 
to belting out the tunes, goody bags will 
be handed out to everyone and audience 
members can add to the fun by dressing 
up as a favorite character for the costume 
contest. Mon., Dec. 26,1& 7 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 
27,7 p.m.; Wed., Dec. 28, 1& 7 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 
29,7 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 30, 7 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 31, 
1p.m.; Sun., Jan. 1,1& 7 p.m. 429 Castro, San 
Francisco, 415-621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Best Worst Thing That Ever Could 
Have Happened: Chronicle of Stephen Sond- 
heim and Harold Prince’s Merrily We Roll 
Along. Thu., Dec. 22, 4:15 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www.landmark- 
theatres.com/san-francisco/clay-theatre. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Jackie: A griev- 
ing Jacqueline Kennedy (Natalie Portman) 
examines her husband's (John Carroll Lynch) 
legacy as the nation mourns his death. Thu., 
Dec. 22. Moonlight: A young man deals with 
his dysfunctional home life and comes of age 
in Miami during the “War on Drugs” era. The 
story of his struggle to find himself is told 
across three defining chapters in his life as 
he experiences the ecstasy, pain, and beauty 
of falling in love while grappling with his 
own sexuality. Thu., Dec. 22. 1 Embarcadero 
Center, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/em- 
barcadero-center-cinema. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly the- 
matic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema 
Arts program. Saturdays. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528- 
4444, exploratorium.edu. 

Marina Theatre. Fences: Now working as a gar- 
bage collector in 1950s Pittsburgh, a former 
baseball star (Denzel Washington) creates 
tension in his family when he squashes 
his son’s (Jovan Adepo) dream of playing 
college football. Starting Dec. 25. Daily. 
2149 Chestnut, San Francisco, 415-345-1323, 
www.Intsf.com. 

Opera Plaza Cinema. Miss Sloane: In the high- 
stakes world of political power-brokers, 
Elizabeth Sloane (Jessica Chastain) is the 
most sought after and formidable lobbyist 
in D.C. Known equally for her cunning and 
her track record of success, she has always 
done whatever is required to win. But when 
she takes on the most powerful opponent of 
her career, she finds that winning may come 
at too high a price. Thu., Dec. 22. 601 Van 
Ness, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFran- 
cisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Roxie Theater. Off The Rails: The life of Darius 
McCollum, a man whose obsession with mass 
transit has landed him in jail 32 times for 
impersonating drivers, conductors, token 
booth clerks, and track repairmen. Dec. 
23-29. Gleason: Diagnosed with ALS, former 
NFL football player Steve Gleason starts to 
record video journals for his unborn son. 
Dec. 23-Jan. 5, 4:30 p.m. Crank and Crank 
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High Voltage Double Feature: What better way 
to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of CRANK 
than to watch both films, back-to-back with 
no breaks!? Jason Statham is this genera- 
tion's Charles Bronson and it’s time we stop 
taking him for granted. Fri., Dec. 23, 7 p.m. 
Tokyo Godfathers: One Christmas Eve, a run- 
away girl Miyuki, a trans woman and former 
drag queen Hana, and middle-aged alcoholic 
Gin discover an abandoned newborn while 
looking through the garbage. Deposited 
with the unnamed baby is a note asking the 
finder to take good care of her and a bag 
containing clues to the parent's identity. The 
unlikely trio sets off on a race through Tokyo 
to find the baby’s parents before Christmas 
is over inthe most quirky and heartwarming 
Christmas story ever imagined. (Japanese 
with English subtitles) Sun., Dec. 25, 6 p.m. 
Brazil: Terry Gilliam’s 1985 film is a surrealist 
nightmare of a low-level bureaucrat in a 
dismal world of the near future. Sun., Dec. 
25, 8 p.m. Belladonna of Sadness: A peasant 
woman is banished from her village and 
makes a deal with the devil to gain magical 
powers. Mon., Dec. 26, 9:15 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 
27, 9:15 p.m.; Wed ., Dec. 28, 9:15 p.m. Mds 
Almodovar: The Flower of my Secret: Leo Macias 
writes sentimental novels with great success 
but hidden under a pseudonym, Amanda Gris. 
She is unhappy with her professional life 
and with her husband, a soldier working in 
Brussels and Bosnia that is never at home. 
She will try anything to change her life. Wed., 
Dec. 28, 7 p.m. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-863-1087, roxie.com. 
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TOTS FOR TOYS 


Toga Pa 


Toga Tots 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


The vertical neon sign outside 
the Saratoga says, “Established 1908,” 
which is something of an exaggeration 
(although the building was constructed 
post-1906 earthquake). 

At two floors, with an opulent chan- 
delier in the atrium and branded china, 
it unmistakably evokes the 1920s, but 
its cubic dimensions are also subtly 
reminiscent of an Apple Store — maybe 
one on, say, a White Star Line steam- 
ship. The lower level, which contains 
barely one-third of the seating that the 
upstairs does, looks like a century-old 
Manhattan steakhouse, albeit one with 
mohair walls and pat-of-butter-shaped 
Art Deco ceiling fixtures. It’s classic, 
bordering on conservative, and garland- 
ed in holiday spirit (for the time being) 
in a way that isn’t gaudy in the least. 
And on every visit, there was a distinct 
seamlessness to the service, a level 
of attention in which simply gauging 
your surroundings is likely to result in 
inadvertent eye contact with a server 
who isn’t “yours,’ and who comes over 
to check on you all the same. It might 
sound like gentlemen must wear a jack- 
et. But chef de cuisine Jason Wittek’s 
menu goes in the opposite direction. 

Well, not necessarily — at first. Start 
things off with a hyper-classic Parker 
House roll ($2) and be generous with 
yourself when it comes to the butter 
of the day. One recent evening’s butter 
was kalamata, which sounds like it 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





would be sharp and pungent, but it was 
mild and mellow, never overpowering 
the sweet simplicity of the lightly crusty 
roll. Rolling pin in hand, Fannie Farmer 
would approve. 

Far better than even the freshest 
bruschetta, the bagna cauda ($12) 
was a remarkably proportioned mix of 
salt, garlic, tomato, parsley, olive oil, 
and cream, on levain. Although on the 
swampy side, visually speaking, it’s a 
must. But for the pickled Fresno chile, 
the refreshing hamachi crudo ($16) 
kept things strictly Japanese, a fairy 
ring of amberjack and bits of pear with 
vinegary beech mushrooms. You could 
quibble that the shrooms overpower the 
fish, or see it my way and 
say they’re delicious. 

Arguably the easiest 
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something as humdrum as a baked 
chicken breast, that one’s enough to lure 
me back. 

However, it’s the cheeky dishes that 
established the real mood. In spite of the 
lowbrow reference, the Toga Tots (with 
scallions, chorizo crumbles that look 
like Bacon Bits, and shavings of Fiscalini 
cheddar, $8) were a jumble of stacked 
cubes. Similarly, the hot dog — I mean 
“Cubano Frank” — was a $15 wonder of 
slow-roasted pork, yellow mustard, and 
mojo relish, on a lightly grilled bun. The 
meat was unafraid of the ballpark-wie- 
ner tones, and the discord between its 
brazen folksiness and the surroundings 
made me laugh. You might think, “Why 

would a place this 
fancy serve a hot 
dog?” But the real 


item to replicate at home, The Saratoga question might be, 

the Brassicas Grenobloise 1000 Larkin St. “Why not elevate a 

(mostly cauliflower, and 415-932-6464 or hot dog and elevate 
with pine nuts, capers, thesaratogasf.com its surroundings, 


and currants, $12) were 

a bit oily and ordinary, 

falling through the cracks 

amid all the rich, cusp-of- 

winter vegetable sides out there. A bit 
on the quiet side in spite of the intact 
heads, the grilled New Caledonian blue 
prawns ($18) came doused in a perfectly 
fine chili-oil vinaigrette — but they 
were nothing beside the berbere-spiced 
chicken paillard — which, in spite of 
its seasoning’s Ethiopian provenance, 
tasted exactly like a chicken curry. For 
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too?” I almost 

couldn't tell if I was 

deep inside a bubble 

looking out — onto 
the Tendernob, no less — as the Sara- 
toga had a laugh, but I came to believe 
they'd pulled off a neat trick. Starchy 
purists would shatter a monocle, eating 
here. 

The $12 to $14 cocktails are, ina 
word, dynamic — and aptly named. The 
Sibling Rivalry is like two twins who 
wrestle each other to a draw: a super- 


latively balanced rye-and-St.-Germain 
beauty made with Domaine de Canton 
ginger liqueur, and both Regan’s and 
Peychaud’s bitters, as well as an erect, 
Abstract Expressionist lemon peel. 
Giving the taste buds a Batman-style ka- 
POW!, the Green Goblin — made with 
Botanical vodka, Green Chartreuse, and 
Maurin Quina (the devil figure on whose 
famous poster is probably where the 
name comes from), plus lime and basil 
— is right-up-to-the-line tart. 

The Free-Trade Agreement is basical- 
ly a Pisco sour with Singani and cachac¢a 
added; I’m guessing that name refers 
to Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil, the spirits’ 
respective countries of origin? Its bitters 
are added with a medicine dropper, 
while the flaming sugared pineapple 
that crowns the Walking Dead (i.e., a 
Zombie variation, with rum, lemon, pa- 
paya, pomegranate, pineapple, and tiki 
bitters) is exactly as Tonga Room-esque 
as it sounds. And, of course, there is a 
large-format situation, the Stag Special 
(a $100 vat of bourbon, rum, Maraschi- 
no, green tea, pineapple, lemon, and 
mint). 

But because the Saratoga is also 
owned by Bacchus Management Group 
— the same parent company as Spruce, 
which contains one of San Francisco’s 
largest wine cellars — you needn't order 
something shaken or stirred. The full 
list of drinks runs for pages. That always 
sends me into paralysis, so I asked for 
a recommendation. (The $15 glass of 
Crozes-Hermitage from Paul Jaboulet 
Ainé was the way to go.) 

And maybe even more than the 
tots or the frank, the desserts embody 
what the Saratoga’s all about. A plate of 
reimagined Ho Hos made with frost- 
ed-chocolate roulade, vanilla cream, 
and sugared pralines ($9) paid homage 
to the Hostess with the least-est with- 
out a trace of partially hydrogenated 
palm kernel oil, but the Scotchy Scotch 
Scotch pudding ($9) was in another 
league. A humble jar of pudding topped 
with Black Label caramel, it was creamy 
to the nth degree, probably the best 
dessert I’ve had in all of 2016. Getting 
all impish like this would be off-putting 
if the prices were sky-high — all the 
more so given the surrounding neigh- 
borhood’s poverty — but they’re not. 
Don’t let the dapper doorman, the doz- 
ens of single malts, or the chandelier 
that looks like it was made out of Su- 
perman’s Fortress of Solitude fool you. 
This is a toga party masquerading as an 
exclusive club. 


pkane@sfweekly.com 
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FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 
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333 Bush 3242 22nd St. 
415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


The Castro 
415-252-1515 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bwarill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 
La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
/milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth's 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 
Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 
John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 


(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 
India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 
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Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 
Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 
Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 
Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 
HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 
Danny Coyle’'s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 
Kate's Kitchen 
A7\ Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 
HAYES VALLEY 
Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 
LAUREL HEIGHTS 
Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 
MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’'s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 
Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 

San Francisco 
(Zib ioi woo 
ramenshalala.com 
Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 
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DINING DIRECTORY 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 25521808 
Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 
Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 
Puerto Alegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
2950 25th Street, San Francisco 
(415) 285-1783 
puertoalegresf.com 
Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 
Tagueria Cancun 


2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 
Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


North Beach Restaurant 


1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
northbeachrestaurant.com 
Original U.S. Restaurant 

414 Columbus Avenue 


(415) 398-1300 
originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 
532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 
Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 
POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 
300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 


78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 
Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 








Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 
Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 
Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 
Oasis Grill 
711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 
21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 
Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 
Other Avenue’s Co-OP 
3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 
Clay Oven 
385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 


(415) 731-2400 
clayovensf.com 


w= HAPPY HOUR™= 


Co tyefonshiors 
Quesadilla 
i kos-jrerehhvor- 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


All Beers 
Four Wings 
yeelod lM (orelales) 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


% “Classic pizza 
is done right 
at Long Bridge 


in Dogpatch” 
-SF Examiner 
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AT&T Park 


2547 Srd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizza.com 


Mon-Fri: 11am-3pm & 5-9pm 
Sat: 12-9pm 








KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 















Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 
| 

Pancakes | 








TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
un WWW. kKingofchinesedumpling.com inn: 





KING OF NOODLES 


— = Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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HINDSIGHT IS 20/20 


The Best 
Restaurants 
Of 2016 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Although I occasionally suffer 
from Catholic guilt over getting paid to 
eat and drink to excess, the holidays area 
great time to eat and drink even more, 
thus smothering my conscience like 
melted cheese on an appe-teaser at a me- 
ga-chain. I’m also afflicted with the spe- 
cific type of anxiety that makes me want 
to append asterisks and qualifications to 
every list as a pre-buttal against criti- 
cism, but suffice it to say that this roster 
captures my (totally subjective) favorite 
overall experiences as opposed to the 
best single dishes or meals. 

So if “Best of 2016” isn’t a complete 
contradiction in terms, these are — in 
no particular order — the standouts in 
what was otherwise a ghastly year. 


Brasserie St. James 

742 Valencia St., brasseriesaintjames.com 
Although I've heard sharply different 
opinions on this place, I think this gas- 
tropub-microbrewery and Reno import 
is pitch-perfect. Valencia has become an 
increasingly challenging place for restau- 
rants to open, but Brasserie St. James’ 
convivial atmosphere nails it — plus the 
meaty, offal-heavy dishes (like the Callos 
de Santiago and boudin noir) mesh per- 
fectly with craft beer, such as the emi- 
nently drinkable farmhouse ale, 
Red-headed Stranger. 


Leo’s Oyster Bar 
568 Sacramento St., leossf.com 
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Mama salac 


Photo by Fielding Cathcart 


Perpetually packed with people who earn 
alot more than I, Leo’s is exactly the kind 
of stylish, adult post-speakeasy that I 
wish S.F. had more of. It’s highly art-di- 
rected, the bar looks semi-precious, and 
the staff’s neckties match the plants — 
because, why not? Champagne and oys- 
ters are the way to go, but if you want to 
feel as glamorous as Blanche Devereaux 
on the lanai, get a Mr. Nicholas’ Liquid 
Lunch (a vodka martini laden with a side 
of vegetables). 


Fiorella 

2339 Clement St., fiorella-sf.com 

You've probably got to have a love of 
crust, but this Richmond newcomer’s 
mosaic-lined oven serves the best pizza 
in the western half of San Francisco. It’s 
got a solid menu that’s gradually ex- 
panded, a lovely patio, Bay Area-themed 
wallpaper, and it will probably always be 
more of a neighborhood restaurant than 
anything, but Fiorella does exactly what 
it sets out to achieve. 


Saap Ver 

88 Division St., saapver.com 

I’ve had some weak dishes here, but the 
more I go, the more I love Saap Ver’s 
over-the-top ethos, full of rice-field 
salted crab, eggy pad thai hor kai, and 
pork larb. Unless you're going super- 
high-end, Thai restaurants that escape 
the takeout-joint-that-looks-like-a-day- 
spa vibe are rare. But Saap Ver, a maxi- 
mally colorful restaurant decked out 
with images of vintage Thai film stars, 
does it. It’s a food-centric place to party. 


Volta 

868 Mission St., closed. 

I know, I know: It’s gone. But this Fran- 
co-Scandinavian restaurant was one of 
my favorites, all the same. Chef Staffan 
Terje, who, along with Um- > p38 
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Arinell Pizza 
R 


St NEW YORK STYLE 


OLTFlita’ar-lele 
Value Since 1975 


FRI & SAT IN THE MISSION! 


SF - The Mission 


509 Valencia St. 
(at 16th Street) 
(415) 255-1303 


Downtown Berkeley 


2119 Shattuck Ave. 
(next to B of A) 
(510) 841-4035 


Open 7 days a week 


Live Jazz Nightly 
Zagat Rates John’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse 
in Downtown San Francisco. 


(415) 986-3274 | www.JohnsGrill.com 
63 Ellis Street between Powell & Stockton 
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Silver Cloud FAVREAU IRS TTR SeI 


Restaurant & Bar 


WE ARE 


the 


for: BIRTHDAYS 
CORPORATE EVENTS 
HOLIDAY PARTIES 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


and. MORE! 


20 TV's & 3 PROJECTORS 
FULL MENU AVAILABLE 
25 BEERS ON TAP 


KARAOKE 
AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL 
PARTIES! 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 11AM-2AM 


Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
PLMIATSM\Vtclalatekcm wiers1ll p(s) @lmtel=1e)() 


Pud 
LUNCH, BRUNCH, 
DINNER 


AND OF COURSE... 


WHISKEY & A PINT 


Daily Happy Hour 
from 3pm til 6pm! 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


LIVE MUSIC AT 
THE CHIEFTAIN 


Dustin Saylor 


Thurs 12/22 


James Parr 


Fri 12/23 


Come join us for a fun 
NEW YEARS EVE BASH! 
Live Music! Party Favors! 


*Every Sunday After the game: 


Traditional Irish Sessions 


Enjoy Specials For All 
NFL & Warriors Games 


198 5™ ST @ HOWARD 
415.625.0436 


WWW.THECHIEFTAIN.COM 


INQUIRE ABOUT HOSTING 
YOUR NEXT EVENT HERE 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 59m-1am 
Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com 
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berto Gibin, also runs Perbacco and Bar- 
bacco, put out mushroom toast, 
Jansson’s Frestelse, and herring five 
ways that I could eat forever. It’s easy to 
armchair-quarterback the reasons why 
Volta failed to catch on — like, maybe a 
fine-dining establishment in a former 
‘Wichcraft behind a mall wasn’t going to 
generate sufficient traffic to pay the bills. 
But that doesn’t mean it wasn’t a beauti- 
fully thought-out concept. R.I-P., Volta, 
the saddest closure of 2016. 


Mister Jiu's 

28 Waverly Place, misterjius.com 
Three-and-a-half years in the making, 
Brandon Jew’s playful, upscale Chinese 
restaurant has tinkered with its menu 
since opening in the spring, but it’s that 
sense of endless refinement that vaults it 
among the best openings of the year. 
From the tea-smoked quail egg to 
cheong fun to the use of pork floss in the 
BBQ pork buns, Mister Jiu’s updates the 
Chinese banquet beautifully. 





Jessica Christian 


Bellota 

888 Brannan St., bellotasf.com 
Confession: I could eat Vietnamese food 
and Spanish food every day for the rest 
of my life. Serving the latter better than 
almost every other tapas restaurant is Bel- 
lota, a mega-restaurant on the ground 
floor of Airbnb headquarters. Except it’s 
much more than a tapas place, with ex- 
traordinary paellas and a cho- 
rizo-and-morcilla-based bean stew called a 
Fabada that was among the very best 
dishes | ate all year. 


‘aina 

900 22nd St., ainasf.com 

It was a pop-up, then it was open only for 
lunch, and now it’s a genuine “it” restau- 
rant in the Dogpatch, but ‘aina elevates 
Hawaiian food far beyond its scoop-of- 
rice-with-SPAM reputation. Be it the loco 
moco or the shoyu-cured beef pipikaula, 
Big Island native Jordan Keao labors to 
make every dish’s individual components 
— many sourced from the Aloha State — 
distinct. His guava-custard-filled malasa- 
das (Portuguese doughnuts) are going to 
be very famous someday. 


Nightbird 
330 Gough St., nightbirdrestaurant.com 
The priciest dinner I ate this >> p40 
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Dine in only. Lunch buffet & delivery excluded. 
Must present ad. 


CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY 
NT AWVANA ON 40 OA St SO 


a id») 
TOASTING’ 
‘TO THE - ¢ 
‘NEW YEAR 
TWICE! 


(elebrating Irish New Year 
@ 4PM (12AM GMT) 
Complimentary Champagne Toast 
°Bid Adieu to 2016 
CF “Ring in 2017 with us! 





UFC 207 
NUNES VS. ROUSEY 
DEC. 30 


3200 24TH ST @ S. VAN NESS" 


415-550-7510 
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FRESH EATS 


JANE's egg 


white and egg 
sandwiches 


Move Over Cronut, 
Jane's Cardamom 
Lattice Bunls King 


By A.K. Carroll 
There is no telltale sign embla- 


zoned on the bright orange awning on the 
corner of Geary and Steiner, but let it be 
known that Jane the Bakery has moved in. 

“Tve always loved this area,’ said own- 
er Amanda Michael, who grew up in San 
Francisco and sees her mission as offering 
a yin and yang of healthy and indulgent. 
Michael opened her first Jane on Fillmore 
in 2011, followed by a Larkin location in 
2014. She was looking to expand her bak- 
ing empire when the Geary KFC closed 
and the property went on the market. 

The new kid on the block is a full-pro- 
duction bakery, as well as a showcase for 
pretty pastries and abundant breads. 
Whereas the layout of Jane’s other loca- 
tions is narrow and deep, this one goes 
wide, providing ample display space and 
giving visitors more than a peak into the 
production process. 

Over two dozen breads are made 
onsite, including three types of rye, 
sourdough sandwich, gluten-free quinoa, 
and a hearty new seed loaf (“Nutty Bird 
Bread,” as Michael calls it). The option of 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





ordering half and quarter loaves makes it 
easy to try them all and panders to a guest 
who can’t make up her mind. Jane also 
offers a limited menu of simple but sump- 
tuous café fare, including sandwiches, 
salads, and specialty flat breads. 

Then there are the pastries: peanut 
butter tahini cookies, citrus and cinna- 
mon brioche, sweet and savory croissants, 
and lemon poppy knots. All lovely to look 
at, but none so fair as the cardamom 
lattice bun, a laminated pastry the size 
of a softball, layered like a croissant, and 
freshly filled with cardamom-infused 
pastry cream. You may need to eat it in 
private. 

Beverage offerings include green 
smoothies and fresh-pressed juices, cus- 
tom-blend herbal teas, espresso drinks, 
and new-to-market Jane coffee, an 
easy-drinking dark roast that makes up 
for the mistakes of previous diner-style 
coffees. 

“Tm a reverse coffee snob,” Michael 
says. ‘I just want my coffee to taste like 
coffee.” 

Limited indoor seating is set up at 
tiny kiosk tables and a bar along the win- 
dow. Outdoor benches are in the works, 
though many customers will likely order 
to go and take their goodies to Raymond 
Kimbell Playground, just across the street. 
As they do, they'll pass by the KFC buck- 
et, now painted gray and awaiting its des- 
tiny as a branded coffee cup, giant muffin, 
or other beacon of bakery. 


Jane the Bakery 
1881 Geary Blvd., 415-658-7971 
oritsjane.com 
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DELICIOUS ITALIAN CUISINE 


AUTHENTIC NEAPOLITAN PIZZA jw A HOMEY NEIGHBORHOOD SETTING 


FROM OUR WOOD-BURNING OVEN 


LET US HOST YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY! 
PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE 


20% OFF WITH THIS AD! 


AND DONT MISS OUR 


WONDERFUL MOZZARELLA! 
ALL THE 


DELICIOUSNESS. 
All the time. 


IL CASARO 


wiGOLE ITo 


Italian Restaurant 


~ 


ne 
WEEKLY 


348 COLUMBUS ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
415.677.9455 


550 GREEN ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
415.433.5800 


sfweekly.com/blogs/foodie 
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()RIGINAL U.S, RESTAURANT 


For over 100 years, the U.S. Restaurant has been 
known as the place where locals go to enjoy Italian 
food in an atmosphere just like nonnas house. 


Uniane. Sportiva 
“EIGHT STATUTO RACE 
=. San Francisco,’ June 6, 1926. — 


= 
." t% 


A NORTH BEACH TRADITION. 
Visit us for the best Italian dishes and 
authenic family recipes from Sicily 
right in the heart of North Beach! 


414 COLUMBUS AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 


415-398-1300 ORIGINALUSRESTAURANT.COM 





NEVER A COVER! ALWAYS A GOOD TIME! 
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AL G. & BILLY JAZ+GUESTS 
799 ARANNAN@7TH.SE | ALWAYS FREE thesia 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS— 


(12.25) 
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Fresh Eats from p38 


year, Kim Alter’s Michelin-baiting Night- 
bird is a wonder. She’s put in time at half a 
dozen of the Bay Area’s most revered 
kitchens, and her owl-heavy solo project 
effortlessly inventive, its tasting menu 
studded with dishes like “Variations of 
corn’ (corn pudding, huitlacoche, charred 
baby corn, and popcorn) that are paired 
with a string of marvelous wines. 


In Situ 

151 Third St. (inside SEMOMA), insitu. 
sfmoma.com 

To get it out of the way: This is San 
Francsico’s best, most audacious new 
restaurant, period. Corey Lee scavenged 
the earth for 80 dishes from chefs world- 
wide to create a Greatest Hits of Earth Cui- 
sine, and the result is a riot of flavors and 
textures that may occasionally favor tech- 
nical brilliance over sensual enjoyment but 
always impresses. And it’s a stunning inte- 
rior. Don't feel like paying $38 for soup? 
Go for the much cheaper lunch in the cafe 
section instead. 


Old Devil Moon 

3472 Mission St., olddevilmoonsf.com 

New Orleans will always be the best food 
city in America, and this Bernal Heights 
bar — the only one in the country owned 
by three cicerones — is an arch-gothic tes- 
tament to po’ boys, craft cocktails, and 
craft beer. With a Tarot reader on staff and 
a custom-made draft system for optimum 
pours, this is place to jeopardize your soul 
over Oysters Rockefeller. Hail, Dark Lord: 
This is my favorite new bar of the year. 


Tartine Manufactory 

595 Alabama St., tartinemanufactory.com 
Bread and wine and sandwiches and 
brunch and dinner and ice cream and ev- 
erything else you might want, ana 
haute-industrial space. That’s Chad Rob- 
ertson and Liz Prueitt’s Tartine Manufac- 
tory, which in spite of being a working 
bakery remains a comfy place to sit and eat 
even as the sun streams through the win- 
dows. It’s made to wow, which can get 
one’s guard up, but in the end: Wow. 


Fenix 

1077 Mission St., fenix-sf.com 

The follow-up to TBD, Matt Liberman’s 
SoMa Mexican restaurant Fénix is a place 
to eat yourself into a state of near-catato- 
nia on oxtail sopes, chicken tinga, pork 
shank, and four different sangrias. The 
format is simple and brilliant: Every big 
dish comes with a ton of little sides, Ko- 
rean banchan-style. Oh, and the tortilla 
warmers are patterned with lucha libre 
fighters. 


Tawla 

206 Valencia St., tawlasf.com 

California by way of the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean, Valencia’s other wonderful new- 
comer goes deep into the various cuisines 
of Lebanon and Israel. High-acid musaka, 
the heavily spiced raw lamb sirloin patty 
called kibbeh niyyeh, anda preparation of 
lamb for four people — everything here is 
worth trying, and it’s more of a date spot 
than its peers. 


COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


~“ ?eeeer.e $e & +e & ee 


eQunecticur YANK Ep 


NOW OPEN! 


fale Nigh f: te 


and for 


Fr r,eteeerteerTrteertFts 





SHOWING ALL PATS a. 
& SOX GAMES! 





HOURS KITCHEN 
Mon-Wed ....11am-Midnight Sun - Wed ..... —s- 
Thurs - Fii.............. 71am - 2am Thurs - Sat ................ Midnight 
Seanunday ....... 104M - Zan 
Sunday... 10am - Mkinight 

415.557 4440 #*& heyarkee con * comer of 17th & Connecticul 


= Fe eeewetertireFesrtsentesenetire#eemhUethlhUcrOrmhUchhMmhU9MChUc9DM UhW 9hhUDF >FFtee ®& 


North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana 
in the Bay Area. Famous for its 
home-cured prosciutto and the 
freshest caught wild fish in the 
Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 
11:30am-11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
NEV la ela dale 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
VAVAVAVAVAALe)aap] elstalelayascsieelUleclalmaelan 
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We bet you didn’t expect these picks. 


By SF Weekly 


2016 was a shitty year on all 
fronts, and we've got to admit, it was 
equally bad in terms of Bay Area music. 
Though many big-name artists like 
Green Day, Metallica, Third Eye Blind, 
and E-40 dropped albums, sequels, and 
anniversary records, most fell short of 
expectations, lacking a “wow” factor and 
plain ol’ creativity. 

But not all of them were bad. In 
fact, a handful were really, really good. 
What’s surprising is that the ones that 
were the most impressive were inde- 
pendent releases from up-and-coming 
artists, found through endless hours 
scouring Bandcamp and SoundCloud. 

So, yes, we could have stuck to the 
status quo and chosen all the obvious 
choices as our best albums of the year, 
but we didn’t. We gave you what we 
felt was the best of the best, regardless 
of how many Facebook followers or 
Spotify listeners each artist has. So 
check them out and give these records 
a listen, because who knows? You 
might just discover your new favorite 
album. 


Turn Into 

Jay Som 

Going to the 
beach isn’t only 
about tall cans of 
Tecate and sun- 
drenched selfies 
on the shore. The 
ocean can also be a vast, vicious mon- 
ster, a place where we go to be alone and 
take in the things that linger and con- 
sume us. With Turn Into, Melina Dute- 
rte, the singer and multi-instrumentalist 
behind Jay Som, has created a fitting 
soundtrack for the catharsis we some- 
times seek from natural splendor, a se- 
rene but somber collection of songs that 
asks questions of the past but expects 
no answers. 

The project combines swelling gui- 
tar riffs and sleepy melodies, but tem- 
pers its own sweetness with shoegaze 
fuzz and austere observations. It’s also 
chock-full of water metaphors. “Slow” 
features the bleak but beautiful lyric, 
“Sinking ’til I cannot swim / Hold 
me because I feel so thin,” while in 
“Drown” Duterte warns, “When you 
drown / You try your best to float.” 
Sung in a low register that belies 
her young age, Duterte’s voice is a 
siren’s song, alluring but imbued with 
warning. Like any great record, Turn 
Into refuses to be background music, 
continually drawing the listener in and 
demanding the attention it deserves. 
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On the more upbeat “Next to Me,” 
crisp percussion and joyful guitars 
set the scene for Duterte to juxtapose 
her romantic hopes for a companion 
against the disappointing truth of re- 
ality. Empowered, she chooses herself, 
proclaiming, “I’m waiting too long I’ve 
had it I want to scream / And fuck be- 
ing patient I’m fragile I’m not weak.” 

It’s the type of epiphany we seek 
from solo sojourns to the waves. Luck- 
ily, now we have the lasting beauty of 
Turn Into to sit with us in the sand. 
Zack Ruskin 


Other States 
Danny Paul 
Grody 

Music can inspire, 
uplift, exalt, elate, 
and groove. It can 
also heal. As 2016 
winds to a close, I 
take solace in Danny Paul Grody’s Other 
States, the sixth installment in record la- 
bel Geographic North’s “Sketch For Win- 
ter’ series. 

Grody is a guitarist who, for more 
than a decade, played guitar in the San 
Francisco post-rock outfit Tarentel. 

In 2010, he struck out on his own, 
producing several solo guitar records. 
Other States is his most accomplished, 
sublime work yet. 

The record takes inspiration from 
winter (see the series it’s part of), but 
moreso the West — California’s beau- 
ty, grandeur, and splendor is written 
into every song on this album. Using 
just a guitar — plus the occasional 
synthesizer and field recording — Gro- 
dy paints a vivid portrait of the myth- 
ical, archetypal West, a place both real 
and imagined in equal measure. 

Other States’ appeal lies in its sim- 
ple, immediate beauty. Grody wields 
the guitar like a conduit, running from 
his heart directly into the listener’s. 
It’s the finest musical balm on offer 
this year and deserves to be listened to 
time and time again. Chris Zaldua 


The Hollows 
Hold the Heal- 
ing 

Lila Blue 
Listen to Lila 
Blue, and you'll 
have a hard time 
believing that this 
San Francisco singer-songwriter is in- 
deed only 16 years old. Not only does 
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she have a mature, muscular voice redo- 
lent of someone twice her age, but the 
messages and stories she encodes in her 
songs — which deal with the oppression 
of organized religion, sexual assault, ab- 
sent parents, and the pain of breaking 
up — make her sound wise beyond her 
years. 

There’s also something about 
her that is acutely Margot Tenen- 
baum-esque. Aside from the obvious 
similarities — they’re both from New 
York City and have been involved in 
theater, be it through music composi- 
tion or playwriting — Blue and Ten- 
nenbaum are also driven and absurdly 
talented young women. 

Blue was around the age of 14 
when she recorded her self-titled de- 
but album at Tiny Telephone, which 
she followed this year with The Hollows 
Hold the Healing. On the album, which 
Blue co-produced, the teenager plays 
acoustic and electric guitars, bass, 
and ukulele, lending a folksy feel to 
the record — that is, if you ignore 
the vocals. Blue possesses an athletic 
voice that is capable of shifting be- 
tween a fluttering, breathy drawl (as 
in the album opener, “To Dust”) and 
a more plaintive, curved wail (“Kill 
All the Witnesses.”) The strength and 
subject matter of her songs offset the 
folksiness with a bit of soul and blues, 
similar something you'd expect from, 
say, Fiona Apple or Tegan and Sara 
in 2007’s “Call It Off.” It’s the kind 
of stuff that is just as likely to tug on 
your heart strings as it to make your 
jaw drop. Jessie Schiewe 


Confront 
the Truth 
Tony Molina 
They say the best 
things come in 
small packages, 
though that may 
just be a way for 
my parents to say that it’s OK for me to 
be really short. Regardless, Bay Area 
hardcore veteran Tony Molina proves 
the cliché correct in his 10-minute-and- 
1-second-long album Confront the Truth. 
While his 2014 album Dissed and 
Dismissed is full of lo-fi, fuzzed-out 
Weezer-esque guitar bangers, Molina 
goes largely acoustic with this one 
as he explores alt-country and sing- 
er-songwriter genres, representing 
a clean break from his past releases. 
Percussion is sparse — drums are only 
present on three of eight tracks — and 
the focus is more on the serene and 
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relaxing sonic landscapes that he pro- 
duced largely with his acoustic guitar. 

With lyrics the length of a Twitter 
post, Confront the Truth manages to 
pack in a lot, and the bulk of the tracks 
revolve around Molina’s struggles to 
get over a breakup. Album highlight, 
“No One Told He,” recalls George 
Harrison’s lead guitar on “My Sweet 
Lord” before it gives way to an outro 
reminiscent of Sky Blue Sky-era Wilco. 
Songs like the fingerpicked “Over 
Now’ and “Old Enough to Know” 
bring to mind Alex Turner’s gorgeous 
soundtrack for Richard Ayoade’s 2010 
film Submarine. 

Confront the Truth is perfect for 
daydreaming, if only to be awoken in 
just 10 minutes. Just like the relation- 
ship he writes about, if you blink, it’ll 
all be over. Steven Edelstone 


Seven Nine- 
teen 

Xiamara 
Released in July 
on her 26th birth- 
day, Xiomara’s 
Seven Nineteen is 
an R&B, soul, gos- 
pel, and jazz fusion album that has been 
in the works since as far back as 2007. At 
just nine tracks, the album, which is the 
Berkeley native’s first, encompasses a 
range of musical styles, tempos, and 
flows, overlaid with live instrumenta- 
tion that includes everything from 
growling upright bass and boisterous 
trombone to joyful, Sunday-morning-at- 
church clapping. 

Xiomara got her start as a jazz 
singer at the Gold Room located in the 
infamous Stanley Hotel in Colorado, 
where The Shining was filmed. Though 
there’s nothing spooky about Seven 
Nineteen, the singer’s voice does sound 
rather haunting in some tracks, like 
“Siren,” and there’s a fuzzy, analog 
texture to the recordings that give 
the album a retro, frozen-in-time feel, 
almost as if it were a black-and-white 
film. Smoldering would perhaps be 
the best word to describe it, though 
there are some outlier tracks, like “The 
Glue,” which pairs spoken word verses 
with a horn-filled hip-hop beat, and 
the reggae-imbued, island-style track, 
“Sarah’s Cell.” Somehow, Xiomara has 
managed to give us a lot of variation, 
while still maintaining a cohesive, uni- 
form sound. JS 


feedback@sfweekly.com 


COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC | 


Dp =p Leye: 
DS <eloseet 


ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURSDAY, DEGEMBER:29' 9 PM= S6-SLIDING SCALE 
A BENE FOR-OAKEAND 


KEEP UP THE KIKI 

FEATURING ONE A-SAkeGHENNO-AVIANGE 

BLAGK DIARIES;: SAILOR: SATURN 

ATOM KRAFT-SCORPION- WARRIOR, 
NONSUIT 

ALL DOOR PROCEEDS WILE BE-DONATED T0 


GRAY AREA.FOUNDAPON FORTHE ARTS 
YOUCARING:EUND 


FRIDAY; DECEMBER 29-10, PM ~ $5 
BOS) NEW: WAVE DANGE-PARTY 
FHIS:AIN'T 
fe Dj b-] eo ©) 


WITH DJS 
KIRK HARPER (SWEATER FUNK) 
PAUL COSTUROS Sout Panty) 


TROY COOK (New wave: HooKERS) 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24°5-PM = 9:PM FREE 


XMAS EVE 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER.25.9°PM = $10 


KARLA LAVEYS-FIRST. SATANIC-CHURGH PRESENTS 
THESSTHANNUAL 


BLACK:X:'MASS 


THE WASTEDEADS;-SEXSTAR; BITE 
(UNPLUGGED), THE-FILTHY- VICTORIANS, 
MOM, KROB; SUICIDE QUEEN, 


THEREMIN WIZARD BARNEY 
THURSDAY, DEBEMBER.29'9- PM. - $10 
PANCEA FUTBOL 
CLUB 
7. 2] =e 5 | = 
BANDA SIN NOMBRE 


FRIDAY, “DECEMBER. 30:49PM- $10 
ALCOHOLOCAUGTPRESENTS 


CHELSEA-KEWRIGK'S BDAY! 
MONDO: DRAC 
MATT & PAUL: MACIC 
CLITTER WIZARD 
PINS ‘OF LICHT 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31-9: PM:-"S15.ADV./ $20 DOOR 


HELLA SAUCEY 
NEW YEARS:EVE-BASH: 2017! 


WITHDdo 
LADY FINGAZ DO-ANDRE PONY P 
GOGOS: SHANICE & ANDREA 


UPCOMING 
SUN 1/1. SHUNKAN 
THU 1/5 MJS BRASS BOPPERS 
SAT 1/6 LAGOS ROOTS AFROBEAT ENSEMBLE 
SUN 1/7 SAT NIGHT: SOUL PARTY 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS DECEMBER 22 6:00PM FREE 
DJ PAISLEY 


ROCK N ROLL, 60s PSYCH, SURF, 70s FUNK AND PUNK, 
NEW WAVE, DISCO 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
GLAM NIGHT! 

WITH DJs OMAR PEREZ & MEDIUM RARE! 
70s GLAM, PROTOPUNK, BUBBLEGUM & ROCK N’ ROLL! 
FRI DECEMBER 23 6PM FREE 
SHAKE APPEAL 
WITH DJs RUBY WHITE, ABEL OLESON 
AND GALINE MoDEMOISELLE 
GARAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, ROCK! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 
BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
SAT DECEMBER 24 6:00PM FREE 
DJ SETH 
PUNK, POST-PUNK, SYNTH 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


| 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE y DJ ROGER MAS 


CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN DECEMBER 25 6:30PM 
THE 5TH ANNUAL 
ITS A JEWISH CHRISTMAS, SF! 
FEATURING JEWISH XXXMAS REVUE (BURLESQUE) 
HANUKKAH BUSH, STRIP DREIDEL, CHINESE BUFFET, WOODY ALLEN 
FILMS + GREATEST HITS OF LARRY DAVID AND SASCHA BARON COHEN 


DJ ALARM (TLV) AND DJ MATT HAZE 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 
WHAT WOULD JESUS SPIN? 
THE PARTY CONTINUES WITH 
DJ 2SHY-SHY + DJ MELT W/U 
SPINNING ALL OF THE KING OF THE JEWS’ FAVORITES 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, HIP-HOP, INTERNATIONAL, 
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE! 


MON DECEMBER 26 6:00PM FREE 
SEALED WITH A KISS! 
WITH DJ CHERRY CRUSH 
HAPPY HOURS 
POWER POP, NEW WAVE, POST PUNK, GLAM! ALL VINYL! 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


420 MINUTES 
LIKE MTV'S 120 MINUTES ON DRUGS! 
Vis, Dis & MORE! 


TUES DECEMBER 27 6PM FREE 


KEEP IT CHERRIED! 


ROCK N ROLL, 60s PSYCH, SURF, 70s FUNK 
AND PUNK, NEW WAVE, DISCO! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 
SLOW JAMS 
DEEP & SWEET 60s SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PAUL COSTUROS W/ DX N GUEST 


WED DECEMBER 28 7PM $8 


BIG WEDNESDAY 
HOSTED BY JEREMY WHEAT 
A COMEDY SHOW WITH SOME VARIETY! 


FOLLOWING AT 10:00PM FREE 
INT'L FREAKOUT-A-GO-GO! 
60s 70s SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 
INTERNATIONAL TUNES THAT TAKE YOU THERE! 

DJS SPECIAL LORD B, BEN BRACKEN + BOBBY GANUSH 
COME HEAR WHAT'S BLOWING OUR MINDS 


THURS DECEMBER 29 6:30PM $8 


LOVING CUP PRESENTS 
HOLIDAY SHOW WITH BOB THAYER 
+INDIANNA HALE + GRAVES + BEECH HELL! 


FOLLOWING AT 7:30PM FREE 


GO OUT 


80s LEFT FIELD, AFRICAN DISCO, WEIRDO HOUSE AND YMO! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 





42 DECEMBER 22-28, 2016 


EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


‘THERE ARE A MILLION WAYS FOR THIS T0 GO WRONG’ 


Three Is the Magic Number 
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Unknown Mortal Orchestra 


By Jessie Schiewe 


Ruban Nielson, frontman of the 
indie-rock quartet Unknown Mortal Or- 
chestra, does not like Thanksgiving. In 
fact, he hates it so much he took his wife 
and two children to a remote log cabin in 
Oregon this year to escape the festivities. 

“T wanted to get away from Portland 
so that nobody would ask me and my 
family to do Thanksgiving,” says Niel- 
son, who joked on Twitter that he was 
“Thankful I don’t have to eat any of the 
shitty food your family made today.” 

But it’s not likely Nielson has had to 
endure many atrocious Thanksgiving 
meals himself. Both he and his wife 
are from New Zealand, and they only 
moved to Portland about four years 
ago. 

“We don’t have any personal con- 
nection with Thanksgiving,” he tells 
me in early December. “And even if we 
did, I have no interest in celebrating it 
at all. It seems like a farce.” 

As I chat with the 36-year-old over 
the phone from his home in Portland, 
he sounds energetic and alert, which 
is not what I'd expected from the 
self-proclaimed lifelong insomniac. It 
turns out that because the cabin lacked 
a studio, Nielson had little to do to oc- 
cupy his mind late at night and ended 
up managing to (finally) catch some 
shut-eye. 

Though he still feels rested, now 
that he’s returned home, his sleeping 
patterns have started getting fucked 
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up again, thanks to his habit of whit- 
tling away his evenings working on 
music in his basement studio. But he’s 
cool with this. 

“I don’t really like sleeping,” he 
admits. “It sucks because you miss out 
on life.” 

Coming from Nielson, who has 
been known to mine past experiences 
for his music, this makes sense. In fact, 
Unknown Mortal Orchestra’s third 
album, 2015’s Multi-Love, revolves 
entirely around real-life events, most 
notably Nielson and his wife’s past re- 
lationship with a younger woman. 

Nielson had met the other woman, 
whom media outlets have dubbed 
“Laura,” while he was performing in 
Tokyo in 2013. Despite their almost 
15-year age gap, the pair kept in touch 
over email, and it wasn't long before 
Jenny, Nielson’s wife, asked Laura to 
send the couple a selfie. Impressed 
with her beauty, Jenny asked to get 
looped into the conversation, and 
began penning her own private letters 
to Laura. 

It wasn’t long before Jenny invited 
Laura to live with the couple and their 
kids, to which the younger woman 
swiftly agreed. 

“ ‘Thad two thoughts, ” Nielson 
told Pitchfork in 2015. “ “The first was, 
Holy shit, I’m fucked. I’m no match for 
this girl’ ” The second? “ “This is fate. 
This is what I’m supposed to be doing. 
If this is the end of my marriage, then 
this will be the album that documents 
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it. There are a million ways for this to 
go wrong for my life, but there’s no 
way for this to go wrong for me artis- 
tically.’ ” 

Nielson’s predictions turned out to 
be half-right. His marriage with Jenny 
is still going strong, and the album was 
a success. Hailed as a hit for its pristine 
production and seamless blending of 
pop with hints of psychedelia, Mo- 
town, and even Italo disco, Multi-Love 
made it onto a number of Best Album 
lists for 2015 and charted in not one, 
but four Billboard categories. 

It’s also not very likely that many 
listeners even knew that Nielson 
was talking about a polyamorous 
relationship. Songs like the funky, 
percussion-filled “Can’t Keep Check- 
ing My Phone,” which Nielson told 
Pitchfork was a reference to trying to 
keep in touch with Laura once she left 
Portland for Bolivia, come across as ru- 
minations about needy lovers and our 
technology-obsessed world, instead of 
a reference to Nielson’s love triangle. 
Other tracks, like “Extreme Wealth 
and Casual Cruelty,” are so couched in 
metaphors and poetic imagery that it’s 
impossible to tell they’re about Niel- 
son's wife and how their relationship 
has changed since meeting Laura. 

Still, despite the album’s lyrical 
opacity to the public, those close to 
Nielson understood the song’s hidden 
meanings — and many were not too 
pleased. 

“T felt like I overshared,” Nielson 
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tells me, adding that he won’t make 
the same mistake with the next album. 
“It kind of messed with my life a little 
bit. Some of my family and friends got 
really annoyed or offended. It was just 
one of those lessons where I learned 
that it’s good to be an artist, but you 
have to keep your life separate from 
the art.” 

When Jenny’s mother found out 
about both the album and the couple’s 
fling with the younger woman, she 
turned on Nielson. 

“ ‘She was just done with me, ” he 
told Pitchfork. “ ‘She’d had enough.’ ” 

And even Laura was upset with 
Nielson. 

“That was a big eye-opener,’ he says. 
“It’s kind of a long story, but originally 
I wasn't going to talk about it, but then 
I kind of ended up having to talk about 
it. So, yeah, she was upset at first.” 

Since Multi-Love’s release, Nielson 
says the pair have talked and smoothed 
things over, and he fully expects to see 
her again. Case in point: Laura still has 
a bedroom in the Nielson house, and 
it’s exactly as she left it. 

But coping without her has been 
hard, Nielson says. The kids have asked 
about her — “They miss her like they 
would any member of my family” — 
and even Nielson’s sacred basement 
workspace, where Laura would work as 
well, doesn’t have the same feel. 

“Just the idea of making another al- 
bum in the basement after everything 
that happened, I kind of thought, 
‘Gosh, it’s going to be really hard,’ ” 
Nielson says. 

The prospect of working alone 
down there and being inundated with 
memories was so daunting that for a 
while Nielson, who is half-Polynesian, 
considered leaving Portland altogether 
and moving to Hawaii. 

But there were so many holes in 
Nielson’s Hawaii plan — it would cost 
a lot to move there, he'd be separated 
from his band, he might get island fe- 
ver, etc. — that he nixed the idea. 

“For now, I’m going to stay in Port- 
land,” he says, “and just deal with the 
heavy emotions.” 


Unknown Mortal Orchestra 
plays at 9p.m., on Friday, Dec. 
30, and Saturday, Dec. 31, at 
the Independent. $30-$99; 
theindependentsf.com 


Jessie Schiewe is the music editor of SF Weekly. 
Follow her on Twitter @j_schiewe or email her at 
jschiewe@sfweekly.com. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar @sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
Al5 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, DEC. 22 


Get Real: W/ J. Phlip, 9 p.m., $25-$30. The 
Midway, 900 Marin, San Francisco. 

J Stalin: W/ Husalah, Ezale, DJ Fresh, Remedy, 
8 p.m., $19.50-$25. Social Hall SF, 1300 Van 
Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 

Live 105’s Soundcheck Holiday Party: W/ 
Midi Matilda, Panic is Perfect, The Blondies, 
Abbot Kinney, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 7:30 p.m., 
$10.53. The New Parish, 579 18th St., Oakland, 
510-444-7474. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 


Berner & Friends: 8-11 p.m.,$35-$55. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 415- 


345-0900. 

Shelby Lanterman: W/ Laura Benitez & the 
Heartache, Nell Maynard & the Ampersands, 
Sugar Ponies, 8 p.m., $15-$20. Great Ameri- 
can Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
415-885-0750. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 24 


Brian Setzer Orchestra: W/ Beat Root Revival, 
8 p.m., $49.50-$69.50. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, San Francisco, 415-345-0900. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 27 


Cracker: W/ Camper Van Beethoven, 8 p.m., 
$28. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28 


Quannum MCs: W/ Blackalicious, Lyrics Born, 
and Lateef, 8 p.m., $25. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 


THURSDAY, DEC. 22 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-4455. Friendless Summer, w/ Kami- 
kaze Palm Tree, Elipsis, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ 
Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
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THE MIDWAY PRESENTS 


GREEN VELVET & CLAUDE VONSTROKE 


GeT REAL 





WITH SUPPORT FROM 


J.PHLIP 


THE MIDWAY 
900 MARIN ST. S 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 









4027. “My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance 
party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 
9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. “Picante,” w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. "Class of ‘84,” w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 
p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www.face- 
book.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at-Cat- 
Club/191272240888168. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621- 
6087. Takeover Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., www. 
theholycow.com/. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. “Tropicana,” w/ El Kool Kyle & 
DJ Santero, second and fourth Thursday of 

every month, 9 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. Thirst Trap Thursday, The latest 
hip-hop and Top 40 jams with DJ Eric Brian, 


EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


MORE INFD AT 
TREMIDWAYSF.COM 











9 p.m., Free, www.neckofthewoodssf.com/ 
event/1312991-thirst-trap-thursday-san- 
francisco/. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872- 
5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF. 
fm DJs spin a variety of tunes including indie 
rock, garage, electronic music, and more., 9 
p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Throwback Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 
facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978- 
9942. “Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415- 
512-7493. “Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & 


A as ote 
FEATURING: 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERYDAY. 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 


THROWBACK THURSDAYS 


CELEBRATE THE PAST OF THIS GLORIOUS CITY WITH 


THE STEVE MCQUEEN 


DRINK SPECIAL: 

AN ICE COLD CAN OF ANCHOR 
CALIFORNIA LAGER AND A SHOT OF 
BULLEIT BOURBON FOR $8 


SAT DEC 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
SHOTWELL + GUESTS 


DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM - $5 COVER 


MOJITO MONDAYS 

$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AN ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 1 PM TO 2 AM 
$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


TEQUILA TUESDAYS 


$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 


$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 


COME ON DOWN AND GET YOUR INNER 
ROCKSTAR ON WITH YOUR HOSTESS THE 
LOVELY EILEEN AS WE WELCOME THE RETURN 
OF OUR MONTHLY 


PUNK ROCK N SCHLOCK 
KARAOKE 


NIGHT AT BENDERS! 

HUGE SONGBOOK, CHEAP DRINKS, 
WHAT MORE DO YOU NEED? 
9PM-2AM - NO COVER! 


SAT DEC 31 
“BOTTLED VIOLENCE” 
MINOR THREAT COVER BAND 


BOB SAGGETH 


THE WORLDS GREATEST 
BLACK SABBATH COVER BAND 


+ HIGH BY NIGHT 


A TRIBUTE TO RUSH BY MEMBERS OF OVVL 
DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM - $5 COVER 


MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNE TOAST 
NYE DRINK SPECIALS 
AND MORE! 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 


806 S. Van Ness @ 19th 
415.824.1800 
Mon-Thu 4pm-2am 
Fri-Sun 2pm-2am 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR" TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til SPM: 
$4 WELLS/$4 DRAFTS/$3 PBR/$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


Thursday Dec 22 $7 Adv 


(+ and ) 


Friday Dec 23 $12 Adv 


w/ 
FT. WILL BERNARD, DESZON CLAIBORNE, VICTOR 
LITTLE, MAYA KRONFELD, JAZZ MAFIA HORNS & OMEGA 
(VOCALIST OF CURTIS BUMPY) 


Saturday Dec 24 $10 Adv 
Funky X-Mas Eve Get-Down Soul Party 
w/ 
(Fillmore Funk Legendary Band) 
Sunday Dec 25 


**FREEE X-MAS SUNDAY HIP HOP PARTY** 


Tuesday Dec 27 
FREEE SHOW! 


& 
Wednesday Dec 28 $5 Adv 


Thursday Dec 29 $15 Adv 


(+ STEADY EDDY AND THE SHAKERS, DJ KEVVY KEV) 
Friday Dec 30 $10 Adv 


(+ TOMMY ODETTO) 
Friday Dec 31 $40 Adv 


W/ *SURE FIRE SOUL ENSEMBLE* 

& *IDEATEAM* + DJ KEVVY KEV* 
(CHAMPAGNE INCLUDED, 100S OF BALLOONS, 
PARTY FAVORS GOING TIL 4AM) 
BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 
@ THE CHAPEL (Valencia St) 

IN HONOR OF DAVID BOWIE’S 70TH BDAY 
STARRING: 


(The World’s only David Bowie Worship Band) 
Performing Jan 6th 


Performing Jan 7th 


Sparkling, dazzling, theatrical 
music extravaganza! 
feat. DRAG QUEEENS, COSTUMES, 
& the live performance of 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 
(415) 673-8000 
boomboomroom.com 
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INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


KARL DENSON’S 
60TH BIRTHDAY BASH 


THE TINY UNIVERSE, NICK! BLUHM, LUTHER DICKINSON, 
MIKE DILLON, MILES DOUGHTY, BERNARD FOWLER, 


JACKIE GREENE, KYLE MCDONALD, IVAN NEVILLE, RYMO, & MORE 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 
DOORS & SHOW 9 ¢ $35.00 (ALL-INCLUSIVE) 


DEAD DREAMS: 
A GRATEFUL DEAD 
DANCE PARTY 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


LEFTOVER SALMON 


DEAD WINTER CARPENTERS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 & SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 


| DIOIO) SOIV/ES) = (OE OR OLe) 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


AARON LEE TASJAN 


JANUARY 27, 28 & 29 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $27.50 


RAILROAD EARTH 


JON STICKLEY TRIO (FRI), HOT BUTTERED RUM (SAT), 
POOR MAN’S WHISKEY (SUN) 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $24.50 


i 
PRESENTED BY JAMBASE 


SKERIK’S BANDALABRA 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $28.50 


THE KNOCKS 


SKYLAR SPENCE, MARK JOHNS, LOPHIILE 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY I1 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $27.50 


THE REVIVALISTS 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
& THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


ANGEL OLSEN 


CHRIS COHEN 


ticketmaster.com 


Le el 
Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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CHEAP PETE’S 


EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


—_°THEe,_ 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 62 | i ; MO E 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


ce ‘foo 
v" 


QUANNUM MGS: 


BLACKALICIOUS, LYRICS BORN, & LATEEF 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


THE INFAMOUS 
STRINGDUSTERS 


HORSESHOES & HAND GRENADES 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $29.50 


LUCERO 


ESME PATTERSON 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


ELECTRIC HOT TUNA 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $29.50 
NOISE POP FESTIVAL PRESENTS 


AN EVENING WITH 


DAWES 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
| DIOlO) OES) 5 (OWN PRR OLe) 
NOISE POP FESTIVAL PRESENTS 


BADBADNOTGOOD 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 


& SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
ALO SING-ALONG FOR KIDS SHOW AT 3PM ON SATURDAY 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


ALO 


MOON HOOCH (FRI), TWIDDLE (SAT) 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
| DIOL) SOEs) 5 (O'S aN POLO) 
NOISE POP FESTIVAL PRESENTS 


RADICAL FACE 


FRIDAY, MARCH 3 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


CHICANO BATMAN 


SADGIRL, 79.5 





LAGUNITAS, Doers Cit 


Landol, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
621-9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and 
Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/peaches- 


ladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
415-831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 
Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. Allyson Seconds, Anton Bar- 
beau, Corner Laughers, 8 p.m., $10-$15, www. 
neckofthewoodssf.com/event/1398920-ally- 


son-seconds-san-francisco/. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733. Grant Levin/Jesse Levit Quintet, 
7:30-10 p.m., $10 suggested donation, www. 
birdbeckett.com. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
5483. Live Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 
6:30-9:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, fourth Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 


Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Marty Sammon, 7:30 & 9:30 
p.m., $20. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. More Fatter, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., $7, 415-673-8000, sarah@boom- 
boomblues.com, boomboomtickets.com/ 
event.cfm?id=252408&cart. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981- 
9177. G.G. Amos, fourth Thursday of every 


month, 9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sun- 


days, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


DRAG 


Oasis: 298 llth St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
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Alaska Thunderfuck’s Christmas, Thu., Dec. 22, 
7 & 9:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 23, 7 p.m., $30-$75. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 
415-255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., 


$6-$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 23 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. ““Manimal,"” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. Boy Bar," 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Dark Shadows,” w/ resident DJs Daniel 
Skellington & Melting Girl, fourth Friday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.), 
facebook.com/clubdarkshadows. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-814-3008. DVNO Fridays, World Class 
DJ's playing the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip 
Hop, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, 415-636-0029, info@ 
grandnightclub.com, www.grandnightclub. 
com/events. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. “I D the ‘90s," w/ DJs Samala, 
Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny Phono, fourth Friday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $5, www.iheartthe90s. 
com. 

Oasis: 298 1th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
“Club Papi!,” fourth Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $12-$15, clubpapi.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-825- 
0338. “OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Hard,” w/ DJ Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark 
Andrus. Free before llpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, 
415-431-1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www. 
ravenbarsf.com/. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-0880. “Loaded,” w/ DJs Dugg, C-Pap, 
Ghost Dad, and guests, fourth Friday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Studio 3AM,” fourth Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m., facebook.com/3am- 
Devices. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278-9474. 
“Back & 4th," w/ resident DJ Jayvi Velasco, 


fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Courtesy of the choir 


Gospel 


OAKLAND INTERFAITH GOSPEL CHOIR 


At 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., on Saturday, Dec. 24, at Slim’s. $15; slimspresents.com. 

Nothing says Christmas like some good ol’ holiday music, and there’s no better way to experience that than by 
listening to a 55-strong choir sing and harmonize its heart out. Formed in 1986 by Terrence Kelly during a gospel 
workshop at Living Jazz’s Jazz Camp West, the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir consists of a multitude of musicians 
representing different faiths, religions, and orientations. In the early days, Kelly says churches often refused to 

work with the choir and that many people had difficulty understanding the difference between “interfaith” and 
“nondenominational.” Fortunately, both of those things are in the past, and the choir has a long history of celebrating 
the holiday season and the beginning of the new year at Slim’s. Jessie Schiewe 





guests, spinning current & classic hip hop, top 
HIP-HOP 
AO hits. No Cover, no dress code. 9pm-closing, 
Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco, 415- 


938-7173. "80s vs. ‘90s," w/ resident DJ Mr. 
E, fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 


$3 drink specials/vodka cranberry/lemon 

drops. Pool Tables & Beer Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 
before 11 p.m. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 


387-6455. Afro Hip Hop Trap Jazz, w/ ‘The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
Aceyalone, Az.RedSmoke, 9 p.m.-1:30 615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


a.m., $10, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/181482288975203/?notif_t=plan_ 
user_joined&notif_id=1477779941827977. 
The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415- 
584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & 


The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo," w/ 


Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


* FOR OUR COMPLETE 
is Re ea le 


q@: SAN FRANCISCO fy + PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 12/21- FRIDAY 12/23 7” MONDAY 12/26 


SARAH TIANA Mae) CHRIS VOTH 
FROM @MIDNIGHT AND ROAST BATTLE! KEVIN CAMIA 


—_— THURSDAY 12/29 = SATURDAY 12/31 = ara 
Se='/ NEW YEAR'S WITH Ty taa 
‘wise GREG PROOPS! THURSDAY 1/12 

THU: LIVE PODCAST | FRI-SAT: LIVE STAND-UP ANDREW NORELLI 


THURSDAY 1/5 + SATURDAY 1/7 i FRIDAY 1/13 - SATURDAY 1/28 


BIG JAY OAKERSON/’ SF SKETCHFEST 
FROM INSIDE AMY SCHUMER & THIS IS NOT HAPPENING! [ikea — COMEDY FESTIVAL — 


UPSTAIRS AT 444 BATTERY STREET © 18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM 





















rl) BCT FOR OUR COMPLETE 

SCHEDULE VISIT 

Cc COMEDY. COBBSCOMEDY.COM 
THURSDAY 12/22 

eee 12/29 - FRIDAY 12/30 


REALLY FUNNY 
COMEDIANS S BETH STELLING 
PHIL HANLEY 


(WHO HAPPEN TO BE WOMEN) 
TUESDAY 12/27 UNICK YOUSSEF 


ela ArH ibaiae SATURDAY 12/ 3%. 
ei COMEDY ©} 


FRIDAY 1/13 - SATURDAY 1/28 COUNTDOWN! 
SJ CS Ld Witt EMo PHILIPS, GREG FITZSIMMONS AND MORE! 


iii THURSDAY 1/5 - SUNDAY 1/8 


MONDAY 1/16 - TUESDAY 1/17 
AUSTRALIA'S THUNDER CHRIS D’ELIA 
FROM NBC’S UNDATEABLE! 


FROM DOWN UNDER 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) © 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


, Limit 8 tickets per person. All tickets are subject to Z™.. 
ticketmaster applicable service charges. citi 


























Live NATION NVZol com Ola liaise mcistourclmelelan oie). @Ohile-e 
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THE WARFIELD 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
982 MARKET STREET 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


THE BRIAN SETZER 
ORCHESTRA 
BEAT ROOT REVIVAL 
DECEMBER 24 


&S = ~ 
1.28 PEPPER ¢ LESS THAN JAKE 


1.29 FRANK TURNER 
& THE SLEEPING SOULS 
JOHN K. SAMSON 
ARKELLS * WILL VARLEY 


SARAH SILVERMAN 


MELVIN SEALS & JGB 
OTEIL BURBRIDGE 
JACKIE LABRANCH 
GLORIA JONES 

STU ALLEN 

THE DAVID NELSON BAND 
AND MORE TBA 


5.2) RODRIGUEZ 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


wis l-1.1-1C) 1) [on 4-7-1 RM lole) Reve). 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


ON SALE FRIDAY: 


DEVILDRIVER 
DEATH ANGEL 
THE AGONIST 

MARCH 3 


NEAL MORSE BAND 
witH MIKE PORTNOY 


TONY LEVIN’S 
STICK MEN 


JANUARY 18 


REEL BIG FISH 
ANTI-FLAG 
BALLYHOO! 

PKEW PKEW PKEW 


2.18 LAURA MVULA 


2.20 ALTER BRIDGE 
NONPOINT 


2.24 J B00G 
JO MERSA MARLEY 
JEMERE MORGAN 
WESTAFA 


COMMON KINGS 
iMAYDAY! 


ars Cee 
axs 


GOLDENVOICE.COM 
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Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Quinoa Co-Op, fourth Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free; Smith Dobson V, fourth 
Friday of every month, 8-10 p.m., Free, www. 
atlascafe.net. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733. Chuck Peterson Quintet, fourth 
Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 sug- 
gested donation per adult; Stu Pilorz/Mark 
Rinta Quartet, Stu Pllorz and Mark Rinta lead 


the band for a weekly after-work jazz party., 


Fridays, 5:30-8 p.m., $10 suggested dona- 
tion, 415-586-3733, www.birdbeckett.com; 
230 Jones Street Band, 5:30-8:30 p.m., $10 





Y8 
OVZ 


WITH 


DE 


LA 
SOUL 


PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS ; 


DELTHE FUNK 
HOMOSAPIE 


AL) SHAHEED MUHAMMAD 
(OF A TRIBE CALLED QUEST) 


SAKEL 


ck e. 








Dec. 2" 2016 Son 21+ 


Gel To AT MEZZAN Met. cow 
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Courtesy of Anti Artists 


Rap 


BLACKALICIOUS 


With Lyrics Born and Lateef, at 8 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 28, at the Fillmore. $25; thefillmore.com. 

With four studio albums under its belt, this Sacramento hip-hop duo — consisting of the rapper Gift of Gab who, as 
his name suggests, has the ability to spit quickly and athletically, and DJ and producer Chief Xcel — has been churning 
out quirky, eccentric, and generally positive-leaning rap for more than a decade. Though they’re more underground 
than mainstream, the pair saw a resurgence in popularity in October 2014, when Daniel Radcliffe (you know, the actor 
who played Harry Potter) recited the full lyrics to the group’s song “Alphabet Aerobics” on The Tonight Show with Jimmy 
Fallon. In their most recent album, 2015’s Imani, Vol. 1, the old-timers proved they’ve still got it, with Gab trading rapid 
fire bars and Xcel crafting his signature classic West Coast hip-hop beats. Jessie Schiewe 
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suggested donation, www.birdbeckett.com. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-617-0071. Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 
p.m., Free, www.gauchojazz.com. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger Experi- 
ence, Fridays, 7:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black Market 
Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. 


Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. “Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa 
& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 
Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Karen Lovely Band, 7:30 & 
10 p.m., $24. 
LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 415- 
701-1300. Friday Night Blues, weekly blues 
dance lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, 


sundownblues.com/friday-night-blues.html. 


DRAG 


Oasis: 298 lith St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
Alaska Thunderfuck’s Christmas, Thu., Dec. 22, 
7 & 9:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 23, 7 p.m., $30-$75. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. Fourth Fridays Freestyle Fiesta 
with MSK.fm, fourth Friday of every month, 
www.msk.fm. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for 
Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 
SATURDAY, DEC. 24 


DANCE 
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Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Bleaux,” w/ Lindsay Slowhands & 
DJ Haute Toddy, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409. “Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
bootiesf.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 
11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415- 
646-0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibiza- 
dayclub.com. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621- 
6087. Holy Cow Saturday, Enjoy your favorite 
Hip Hop & Club Hits at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Galaxy Radio,” w/ resident 
DJs Smac, Emils, Holly B, and guests, fourth 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/galaxyradiosf. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Bounce!," 9 p.m., $3. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. “The Cotton Pony Party: A 
Dance Party for Girls,” fourth Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10, uhaulsf.com. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. 
“Saturgay,” w/ DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free before 10pm, $3 after. 


HIP-HOP 


Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
621-6087. Cameo Fridays, Hip-hop from the 
80's, 90's, and today’s Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
theholycow.com. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. 80's and 90's Throwback Party, 
w/ DJs and MCs, 9 p.m., Free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Damir, 8 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 Ith St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. 
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir Ensemble, 6 
& 9 p.m., $15. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
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Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc"’ Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. The Robert Stewart 


Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
991-1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango 
lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 415-392- 
6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325. “Mango,” fourth Saturday of every 
month, 3 p.m., $8-$10, facebook.com/mangosf. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger 
Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896-6374. 
“Bollywood Blast,” fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/FuzionEvnts. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 


ZOOT Sip 
SUITS sae 


SALES & RENTALS, (i 
ACCESSORIES, 
AND MORE!!! 





cisco, 415-550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 
p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Marty Sammon, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. Holiday Party w/ Steppin, 9 
p.m., Free before 9pm, boomboomtickets. 
com/event.cfm?id=253106&cart. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 


GREAT NORTHERN 
vw 


FRI DEC 23 

VIBE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS: 
HOUSE GANGSTERS - 
HOLIDAY SESH FT BIJOU & 
GERRY GONZA 


= 


FRI DEC 50 
JIMMY EDGAR Ru, je] E 


SAT DEC 31 

END OF THE WORLD 
DISCO WITH CLASSIXX 
AND LES SINS (TORO Y 
MO!) NYE! 


pile %, ~~ 


SUN JAN 1 

IT'S A NEW DAY BLOCK 
PARTY 2017 ~ JUSTIN 
MARTIN, RECONDITE, 
IDJUT BOYS, DOC MARTIN 
+ MORE 


119 Utah St. SF tixat 
thegreatnorthernsf.com 
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7666. Dave Workman, fourth Saturday of every 


month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SUNDAY, DEC.25 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 


MIOLI MUSIC PRESENTS: 


~VIBES~ WITH MELISSA GUZMAN | 
BOB 5 | ALEX LIN | EMANATE 


THE WISH LIST 2 
WITH HUERTA / SEPEHR / R. FENTZ / JIMMY B 


EASTBLOCK 
DAVID GTRONIC / SERGE! LOGINOV / 


Lo 


“F 


IVANA SMITH 


GARTH / JENO 
BACK2BACK ALL NIGHT LONG 


> 

. a) 
FUCK 2016! HELLO 2017 NEW 
YEARS EVE EXTRAVAGANZA 


WITH DANNY DAZE 


NIKOLA / SHINY OBJECTS / DJ M3 / SHANE 
ONE / STILL ROB G / RAFA S / ANDERSON 
CHASE / MANTRANOVA / TREV CAMPBELL 


WERD., LIPS & RHYTHM AND 
| LOVE YOU LET'S PARTY PRESENTS: 


WERD. | NYD 


WITH SEVEN DAVIS JR 
JIMMY B, PETKO NIKOLOV, WOO, ZOZ, BIRDS OF 
RHYTHM, LILY ACKERMAN, SMOKES 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS CONTACT 
MANNY @MONARCHSF.COM 


AMAZING HOUR 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646- 
0999. “Sundaze,"’ 1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 
F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 

10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621- 
6087. Holy Sundays, Day and night club party, 
Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Sweater Funk," 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 


MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 


Sweetwate 


| MUSIC HA HALL @& 


OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 
THURS 12/22 SEATED 7PM $28 ADV / $32 DOOR 
SOUL 4 THE SEASON 
FT. FRED ROSS or TOWER OF POWER 
LYDIA PENSE or COLD BLOOD 
PAULA HARRIS « DANA MORET 
FRI 12/23 7PM FREE 
MATTE JAFFE 
& THE DISTRACTIONS FREE 
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
wiTH CAROLINE DE LONE 


MON 12/26 6PM $22 YOUTH / $32 ADULT 


YOUTH IN ARTS ‘TIL DAWN 
ACCAPELLA SING OUT! 

WITH SAINT ADELINE 

TUES 12/27 6PM S17 STUDENT / $22 ADULT 
CANOPY (oF REDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL) 
HOLIDAY CELEBRSATION 

WED 12/28 6:30PM FREE 

TRIVIA CAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION 


HOSTED BY HOWARD RACHELSON 
(MARIN’S MASTER OF TRIVIA) 


FREE WITH PRIZES 
WED 12/28 SPM FREE 


RIP 2016 - FREE sHow 
HONORING LEGENDS WHO PASSED 


WITH TROUBLEMAN 
THURS 1/5 7PM S12 ADV / SI5 DOOR 


TALKING DREADS 
REGGAE TRIBUTE TO TALKING HEADS 


wiTH THE KILLER QUEENS 
ALL FEMALE TRIBUTE TO QUEEN 


FRI |/6 8PM S17 ADV / $i9 DOOR 
RUSH VS. YES 


AN EPIC EVENING OF PROGRESSIVE ROCK 
WITH FRED BARCHETTA & SHINE DELIRIOUS 


SAT |/7 8PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 
MUSTACHE HARBOR 

SUN 1/8 GPM $12 ADV / $14 DOOR 
FOOD DRIVE BENEFITING 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
AARON REDNER & HIS BAND OF LOVE 
NINJAS CONCERT & FOOD DRIVE 
STARRING: 

JAMES NASH, BRYAN HORNE, 

BEN JACOBS AND LUCAS CARLTON 


THURS 1/12 7PM S17 ADV / SI9 DOOR 


THE OVERCOMMITMENTS 

KIDDO! FUNDRAISER 

FRI 1/13 8PM $30 ADV / $32 DOOR 

JAMAICAN REGGAE ROYALTY 

MYKAL ROSE 

WITH REGGAE ANGELS 

FOR PRIVATE EVENTS EMAIL: AARON@SWMH.COM 

19 CORTE MADERA SEU MILL ae CA - 

415-388-3850 | SWEETWATER COM , 
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415-563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/BounceSundays. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916. 
“Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
6623. “Cognitive Dissonance,” fourth Sunday 
of every month, 6:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


CognitiveDissonancePresents. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 


p.m., free. 


Z1@) MVNO) Ny tm 1 ©), @) ni 5 @i tal (Iho) Vac anole re) 


an UES 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


ie RICK ESTRIN 


& THE NIGHTCATS 


‘ =, 
CHARLES PROJECT 


FRI, DEC. 30TH - Classic Ray Charles Music 


Wiss 


DELTA 


SUN, JAN. 1ST + A High Energy Big Band 


BIG GIGS COMING TO BISCUITS! 


Andrew Jr. Boy Jones « 1/6 - 1/8 
Kirk Fletcher & Michael Landau « 1/11 & 1/12 
Lavay Smith « 1/13 
Rick Estrin & the Nightcats + 1/14 
Kingfish + 1/20 & 1/21 
Guy King - 1/26 & 1/27 


ANDBLUES.COM 
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Dan Folger 


Hip-Hop 


BERNER 


At 8 p.m., Friday, Dec. 23, at the Warfield. $35-$55; thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Don’t underestimate Berner. Though he’s best known as a rapper, he’s also a successful businessman and entrepreneur. 
And he’s done it all by capitalizing on marijuana. The San Francisco native, who has released eight solo albums since 
2007, owns three weed dispensaries, as well as two Mary Jane-themed clothing companies and multiple (not to 
mention very popular) weed strains. He also has a line of “hemp water” called Hemp20, produces a webseries called 
Marijuana Mania, is working on launching two apps, and owns the website marijuana.com. In fact, just last year, he 
told SFGate.com that his non-musical projects gross more than $10 million annually. As for his music, Berner is rather 
consistent in his sound, churning out mid-paced jams that are delicate on the bass and perfect for lighting up to. 
Jessie Schiewe 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Pop 


PANIC IS PERFECT 


With Midi Matilda, the 
Blondies, and Abbot 
Kinney for Live 105’s 
Soundcheck Holiday 
Party, at 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 22, at 

the New Parish. $10.53; 
thenewparish.com 

Local quintet Panic Is Perfect 
excels at making pop that 
oversteps the boundaries of 
its genre, mixing elements 

of dance, electronic, and 
even world music into the 
fold. Formed by multi- 
instrumentalists Jeremy 
Belzer and Mike Hoffman, 
who bumped into each other 
while traveling in South India, 
Panic Is Perfect has released 
one EP and unveiled its debut 
album, Cellspace, earlier this 
year. They'll be playing at Live 
105’s Soundcheck Holiday 
Party along with a handful of 
other Bay Area indie bands, 
like Midi Matilda and Abbot 
Kinney, that specialize in 
textured pop and emotional 
rock. Jessie Schiewe 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Landol & 
Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, Sundays, 
6 p.m.; Mondays, 8 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 
p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisidn, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Brenda’s French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San 
Francisco, 415-345-8100. Gaucho, Sundays, 
5-8 p.m., Free, www.gauchojazz.com. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
649-6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 
6 p.m., $10. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
5483. Live Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 
6:30-9:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc"’ Webster & Jazz 
Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


415-241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 
7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325. Salsa Sundays, second and fourth 
Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 415-974-0905. The Flamenco 
Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Christmas w/ Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 


com/TheLuxomatics. 


EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


Courtesy of Panic is Perfect 


émperor 


Booze land 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO ~— POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
OPEN NOON» 2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-F 12 NOON & 7 PM 


i. “hal —— 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 


boozeland. 
emperomortons.com 


2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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JETSET - HOLIDAY DANCE PART 
BRITPOP / INDIE / POST-PUN NK) 


SATURDAY 12/24 
THE NEXT MOVE WITH DONB 


TUESDAY 12/27 
POOL TOURNEY 7pm 


TURDAY DECEMBER 31ST 


NEW 
YEARS 








AGIGETH 


ar JER OF vf. eR ahr 
ok (a sty: 


SOTTLED VIOLENCE 


TRE Oo rece Teese 


DOORS 9PM | $5 COVER 
B06 S. VAN NESS, SF . 21+ 
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The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, 
fourth Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 


country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sun- 


days, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY, DEC. 26 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 
DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 415-626- 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


; 





DIDN’T GO “HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS?” 
OR JUST DON’T CARE? THEN COME PARTY 
WITH BOOTIE ON XMAS EVE! 





MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


MYSTERIOUS D - TRIPP 
LOUNGE: 


BUMP TWERK BOOM! 
WITH DJs: ROCKIT & RYAN ANDREW 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP SHOW: AERIALIST CATALYSTA 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 24 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - 21+ wa! ID 
GPM-AFTERHOURS - $10 BEFORE 10PN - BOOTIESECON 
SKIP THE LIME! $1S ADVANCE TOC @ OMALOUNGE.COM 
PREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE FIRST 100 PEDPLE! 
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1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs 
Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 
p.m., $3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. ‘‘M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays), 
w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., 
free, www.motownonmondays.com. 

Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. The Pick Bluegrass Jam, fourth 


TOO SHORT 


=10)- 818) 


SHIBA SAN 


KAYTRANADA 


Monday of every month, 6 p.m., free, www. 
thepicksf.com/jam.aspx; The Earl Brothers, 
fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415- 
615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, Sundays, 
6 p.m.; Mondays, 8 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415- 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


AT 1015 FOLSOM SF | 1015,.COM | 
mf } 
-— 





ANDERSON .PAAK 
+ THE FREE NATIONALS (LIVED 


KASKADE (REDUX) 


44™ NEW YEARS MORNING SET 


PUrA 


LATIN SATURDAYS > 


PURACLUB.COM 


CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


PURA SATURDAYS 
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Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, Mondays, 6 p.m.; Tuesdays, 6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m., free. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-617-0071. Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 
p.m., Free, www.gauchojazz.com. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio: 39 Fell St, San 
Francisco, 415-851-8560. Le Jazz hot, @ Mr. 
Tipple’s Recording Studio, 39 fell street , 
Parisian Gypsy Jazz. Craft Cocktails, Food til 
late., Mondays, 7-10 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 26, Free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Steve Nelson Trio Jam 


Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ 
lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four 


weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
621-9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 


p.m., free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


KARAOKE 


S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
0880. Karaoke Night, hosted by Wesley Curtis, 
8 p.m.-midnight. 


TUESDAY, DEC.27 


ROCK 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-551- 
5157. Message Of Love, featuring Tom Ayres & 
Angelina Moysov, both of Persephone’s Bees, 


& Prairie Prince of The Tubes, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
415-441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles 
Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 p.m., 


$5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 
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1015 NYE: featuring Kaytranada + Anderson 
.Paak & the Free Nationals Sat., Dec. 31,9 p.m., 
Sold Out, 1015.com/events/12-31-2016/kaytra- 
nada-anderson-paak-and-the-free-nationals/. 
1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-991-1015, 1015.com. 

2017 NYE Smoke & Rhythm: Smoke & Rhythm 
is acombination of good energy to welcome 
2017. Live Salsa Band, Featuring music you 
can shake to by Julio Bravo in “The Salsa 
Room” and DJ Mancub in “The Rhythm Room” 
playing Top 40's, Hip Hop, R&B and Funky 
Hits. Sat., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $80-$90. Cigar 
Bar & Grill, 850 Montgomery, San Francisco, 
415-398-0850, www.cigarbarandgrill.com. 

80's NYE 2017: Hosted by Randy and Damon, 
two rooms with six DJs and seven hours of 
fun. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$510. Cat Club, 
1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703-8964, 
sfcatclub.com. 

Afrolicious: with Midtown Social, Smoked Out 
Soul Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $30-$50. Rickshaw 
Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

Alchemist New Years Eve 2017: Full open bar 
with seasonal craft cocktails and more. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $80-$1600. Alchemist Bar & 
Lounge, 679 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-734- 
6948, www.alchemistsf.com. 

Back to Studio 54: with live DJs, GoGo Girls, 
a Starlit dancefloor, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 
7 p.m., $90. McTeague’s Saloon, 1237 Polk, 
San Francisco, 415-776-1237, mcteagues.com. 

Black & White NYE Masquerade Ball: Wear 
your most elaborate mask and drink the night 
away. Featuring two rooms of music, live DJs 
spinning Top 40 and house hits, cash bars, 
and complimentary party favors. Sat., Dec. 
31, 7 p.m., $49-$150. One Kearny, 1 Kearny, 
San Francisco, onekearny.com. 

Black and White Affair: Experience an elegant 
night of celebration and the biggest party of 
the year at San Francisco's premier water- 
front venue. Sat., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $99-$2550. 
Butterfly, Pier 33, San Francisco, 415-864- 
8999, butterflysf.com. 

Black and White Extravaganza: Featuring a 
night of non-stop live entertainment hosted 
by Hoodrat Miguel from the Q102 Take Over 
Show and special performances by Mix Master 
Miguel, Baby Bash, and a exclusive midnight 
suprise performance by the JabbaWockeez 
Dance Crew. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $100- 
$300, mixxent.com/. Craneway Pavilion, 1414 
Harbour Way S., Richmond, 510-215-6000, 
craneway.com. 

Bonobo: Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $49.50, 
https://www.ticketfly.com/purchase/ 
event/1315901. The Midway, 900 Marin, San 
Francisco, themidwaysf.com. 

Boots Riley & The Coup: with Kahil El’Zabar 
Quartet Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$150. Star- 
line Social Club, 645 W Grand Avenue, Oakland. 

The Brothers Comatose: w/ T Sisters, The 
Rainbow Girls Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40. 
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Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750, slimspresents.com. 
BUZZ: Peaches Christ hosts a transportive 
journey into a parallel dimension where giant 
insects have inherited the earth and the 
airwaves are haunted by scrambled re-runs 
of long forgotten media broadcasts. Enjoy 
an evening of artist-designed environments, 
theatrical activations, and performances by 
Skin, AH MER AH SU, Pseuda, Krim, Vainhein, 
Saturn Rising, and Christeene. Sat., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $85. The Lab, 2948 16th St., San 
Francisco, 415-864-8855, thelab.org. 

Cafe R&B: Sat., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $65. Biscuits 
& Blues, 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292- 
2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy New Year's Eve 2017: 
Ring in the new year at Cheaper Than Therapy, 
the Bay Area's favorite stand-up comedy 
show. Your ticket gets you into the Shelton 
Theater and includes a champagne toast at 
midnight. There will also be an after-party 
to welcome 2017 with a live jazz band. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $45. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Claptone: with Wolf & Lamb, R. Fentz, Peter 
Blick. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$60. Public 
Works, 161 Erie, San Francisco, 415-932-0955, 
publicsf.com. 

Con Brio: w/ Will Magid Sat., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
$45-$50. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

Confetti and Cocktails NYE: Sip on world-class 
cocktails with your friends to make your 
New Year's celebration the most memorable 
experience in style, elegance and unmatched 
energy on this special occasion. Dance under 
the stars as we cover the outdoor patio of the 
Americano bar with a clear see-thru tent. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m.-1a.m., $165-$225. Americano 
Restaurant & Bar, 8 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-278-3700, americanorestaurant.com. 

Croatia Squad: with J Casablanca, Dashflance, 
and more Sat., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $40-$145. 
Verso SF, 1525 Mission St, San Francisco. 

De La Soul: with Del the Funky Homosapien 
and more Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125-$175. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 415- 
625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 

Dead Dreams: A Grateful Dead Dance & Party: 
a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
first Grateful Dead New Year's Eve show at 
the Fillmore. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415-346- 
6000, thefillmore.com. 

Dzeko & Torres NYE: Sat., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
$40-$75. Temple, 540 Howard, San Francisco, 
415-978-9942, templesf.com. 

End of the World Disco: with Classixx, Les Sins, 
Lights Down Low DJs, and more. Sat., Dec. 
31, 10 p.m., $40, https://www.ticketfly.com/ 
purchase/event/1378537. The Great Northern, 
119 Utah, San Francisco, 415-626-7001. 

Epic NYE: featuring two levels of entertainment, 
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four dancefloors, balloon drops, party favors, 
and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $109-$349, 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epic-nye-2017- 
park-central-hotel-union-square-fmr-westin- 
sf-tickets-24578374580. Park Central Hotel, 
50 3rd Street, San Francisco, 415-974-6400, 
parkcentralsf.com. 

Extinguish the Dumpster Fire That Was 2016: 
Rather than ringing in the new year, say 
F-You to the old year. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$15-$20. Emperor Norton's Boozeland, 510 
Larkin St., San Francisco, www.facebook. 
com/EmperorNortonsBoozeland. 

Eye Heart NYE: with Klingande, Viceroy, Kill 
Frenzy, The Schmidt, special guest Pretty, 
Handsome, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$109-$160, https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ 
eye-heart-nye-at-fort-mason-center-tick- 
ets-20544966548. Fort Mason, Festival 
Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 415-292-3531, 
fortmason.org. 

Faultline: with Sychosis, Otter, lon Zide, Eric 
Riggsbee, and more Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $5. 
Underground SF, 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386, undergroundsf.com. 

Fiddler's Green New Year's Eve Party: A night 
of musical celebration with live and dance 
music. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $60-$70. Fiddler's 
Green, 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-441- 
9758, www.fiddlersgreenpub.net. 

The Grand Affair NYE 2017: With DJs, a cham- 
pagne toast, a laser show, confetti, party 
favors, a midnight drop, and more. Sat., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $19.95-$3000. The Grand Nightclub, 
520 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415-814-3008, 
grandnightclub.com. 

A Great Gatsby New Year's Eve: Take a step 
back in time to the prosperous Roaring 20's 
and let your inhibitions loose at Per Diem. 
Tucked away in the Financial District, Per 
Diem is a 2 level speakeasy that is the perfect 
setting to enjoy San Francisco New Years Eve 
with your closest friends. Inspired by Gatsby's 
elaborate parties in the masterpiece by F. 
Scott Fitzgerald, we will be re-creating the 
secret ‘West Egg” soirees that were paid for 
with prohibition-fueled bootlegger money. 
Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $150-$175. Per Diem, 
43 Sutter St., San Francisco, 415-989-0300, 
www.perdiemsf.com. 

The Great Gatsby New Year's Eve: Don your 
finest cocktail attire and prepare for a night 
of revelry as you enjoy dancing, passed 
appetizers, drinks and perhaps a midnight 
rendezvous. Indulge in an open bar and or 
live lavishly with a table and unlimited bottle 
service. Rounding out the night will be three 
stellar DJ's, Hotkeys, Typical, and DJ Neuma. 
Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $75-$900. Bergerac, 
316 lith St., San Francisco, 415-255-9440, 
bergeracsf.com. 

Greg Proops: Sat., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $40. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Happy Ending NYE 2017: With a massive 


confetti blast, midnight countdown, and hip 
hop, Top 40, and club classics spun by DJ Gio. 
Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$45. Holy Cow, 1535 
Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621-6087, www. 
theholycow.com. 

Hella Saucy: with Lady Fingaz, Andre, and 
Pony P Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15. Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552-7788, 
elbo.com. 

Hepcat: Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $40. Slim's, 333 
lith St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333, slim- 
spresents.com. 

I Hella Love Oakland NYE Celebration: with 
music by DJ Shai and DC is Chilin. Sat., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $60. Parliament, 811 Washington, Oak- 
land, 510-251-9911, www.81lparliament.com. 

Ideateam: with DJ Kevvy Kev, balloons, a 
champagne toast, party favors, and more Sat., 
Dec. 31,9 p.m.-2 a.m., $40, boomboomtickets. 
com/event.cfm?id=251720&cart. Boom Boom 
Room, 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
8000, boomboomblues.com. 

Imagine: A New Year's Fairytale Gala: 11 
fairytale-themed worlds of cirque performers, 
fantasy characters, singers, dancers, theatri- 
cal decor, premium open bars, wine-tasting 
room, whiskey & cigar lounge, champagne & 
oyster bar, live jazz club and SF's top DJs. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $99-$175. The Payne 
Mansion Hotel, 1409 Sutter, San Francisco, 
855-255-9396, paynehotel.com. 

JohnColins New Year's Eve Bash: featuring 
music by DJ Mike Lewis, with drinks and 
dancing all night long. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$20-$40. John Colins, 138 Minna, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-512-7493, johncolins.com. 

Joie De Vivre: Laurent Perrier champagne, hors 
d'oeuvres, two levels of cocktails, food, and 
music and DJs Frenchy le Freak and David Q. 
Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40-$80. Twenty Five 
Lusk, 25 Lusk, San Francisco, 415-495-5875, 
www.25lusk.com. 

Justice NYE Dance Party: with special guests 
Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $69.50+. The Armory, 
1800 Mission, San Francisco, 415-677-0456, 
sfarmory.com. 

Kaskade: Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., Sold Out. Bill 
Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, San 
Francisco, 510-548-3010, apeconcerts.com. 

Knapsack: with Cutlass Supreme Sat., Dec. 
31, 10 p.m., $20-$25. Bottom of the Hill, 
1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415-621-4455, 
bottomofthehill.com. 

Love + Propaganda NYE: with Gryffin Sat., Dec. 
31, $35-$65. Love + Propaganda, 85 Campton 
Place, San Francisco, 415-433-8585. 

M.0.A.N.Y. New Years Eve Countdown 2017: 
Featuring DJs from San Francisco, Las Ve- 
gas, and Europe will be spinning sets from 
the lavish ballroom stage, with additional 
goings-on in the Parlor Room and the Social 
Hall. All three spaces have dance floors, fully 
stocked bars and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., $39, 415-573-0740. The Regency Ball- 
room, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 
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theregencyballroom.com. 

Mango: Hip hop and Latin beats, champagne at 
midnight, free food and treats. Sat., Dec. 31,8 
p.m., $15. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Mega New Year's Eve: Three dancefloors, two 
balloon drops, confetti blasts, DJs, party 
favors and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., 
$30-$100. Luxx Event Space, 514 Jesse Street, 
San Francisco. 

Metropolis NYE 2017: A night of celebrating 
the future as the future of music, FKJ will 
perform an intimate live set. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., $120, 415-775-4700, https://www. 
facebook.com/events/370508106619082/. 
Clift Hotel, Redwood Room, 495 Geary, San 
Francisco, clifthotel.com. 

Metropolotain NYE: Get a taste of Las Vegas, 
Miami, and Hollywood all in one night at the 
EndUp. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$30. The 
EndUp, 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646- 
0999, theendup.com. 

Moonlight: Ring in 2017 aboard the 4th Annual 
Moonlight New Year's Eve Fireworks Party 
Cruise, with three decks that include full 
dance floors, fully-stocked bars, an expansive 
bow, and a great sundeck where you can 
take in the views of famous San Francisco 
landmarks, as well as the bright lights of the 
Bay Area on the biggest night of the year. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $219-$435, newyearscruise. 
com. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-788-8866, hornblower.com. 

N.Y.E Dance Party: featuring DJ Marco, DJ 
Elembe, DJ Xander and more Sat., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $20, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/1210656219016920/. Bissap Baobab, 
3372 19th St., San Francisco, 415-826-9287, 
bissapbaobab.com. 

New Bohemia: with Worthy, Vau De Vire Society, 
Syd Gris, Ben Seagren, Alex Cibley, Mountain 
of Youth, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $60- 
$80. The Mint, 490 Broadway, San Francisco, 
650-307-7001, www.themintsf.com. 

New Year's Eve 2017 at Club Raven: DJ Mark 
Andrus will be spinning all your favorite 
throwback music videos, while enjoying 
SoMa's favorite craft cocktails at three 
bars. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$1225. Raven, 
1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151, 
ravenbarsf.com. 

New Year's Eve Black + White Ball: Guests will 
be greeted with Taittinger champagne and 
light fare, along with live music and DJ enter- 
tainment. Sat., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m.-1a.m., $60, 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-years- 
eve-black-white-ball-tickets-29220700903. 
Burritt Room, 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555, mystichotel.com. 

New Year's Eve with High Country, Dix & Julie, 
Hurricane Sam Rudin: A festive evening of 
song, laughter, funny hats, noisemakers, and 
champagne at midnight. Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$25. The Back Room, 1984 Bonita Ave, Berke- 
ley, 510-654-3808, backroommusic.com/. 
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New Year's Comedy: with Don Lacy, Bobby 
Salem, Tassie Chua, Rebecca Ward, Bolero 
Hattfield, Brian Crow, Steven Alan Green. 
Hosted by Donny Dechi. Sat., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m.-1 a.m., $12-$15. 4-Star Theatre, 2200 
Clement, San Francisco, 415-666-3488, Intsf. 
com/4-star-theatre.html. 

New Year’s Eve at Amnesia: with FpodBpod, 
Everyone is Dirty, and Dooms Virginia. 
Hosted and presented by Big Joe Lewis. 
Sat., Dec. 31, 7 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 
Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

New Year's Eve at Infusion Lounge: A bar 
none experience with chic & elegant decor, 
and sounds by the industry's best DJs. 
Celebrate with DJ Jami as he keeps the 
dancefloor moving all night long. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $40-$85. Infusion Lounge, 
124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421-8700, 
infusionlounge.com. 

New Years Eve Ball: An 80s/90s decade dance 
featuring Pop Rocks. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$50-$150. 111 Minna Gallery, 111 Minna, San 
Francisco, 415-974-1719, 111minnagallery. 
com. 

New Years Eve Fireworks Gala Cruise: with 
DJ entertainment, four hours of hosted 
bar, large indoor panoramic views, and 
more. Sat., Dec. 31, 7:45 p.m.-12:45 a.m., 
$209, sfnewyearseve.com/nye-gala-cruise. 
Pier 40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San 
Francisco, N/A. 

New Year's Eve Grand Gala: World class DJs on 
three dancefloors, balloon drop, four hours 
of hosted bar, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$189-$379, www.nyegrandgala.com/. Omni 
San Francisco Hotel, 500 California, San 
Francisco, 415-677-9494, www.omnihotels. 
com/FindAHotel/SanFrancisco.aspx. 

New Year’s Eve: Havana Nights: Celebrate 
the New Year like the Godfather. Enjoy an 
evening of drinks, dancing, and good ol’ 
fashioned mob fun. No need to travel to 
Cuba, Novela is transforming into a little 
Havana. Enjoy house specialty cocktails and 
punch as well as a one-night only cocktail 
list inspired by the Godfather. Sat., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $30-$1050. Novela, 662 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-896-6500, novelasf.com. 

New Years Eve Soul Party with Terrie Odabie: 
Celebrate the new year with the Bay Area's 
heart-pumping blues and soul diva Terrie 
Odabi. Sat., Dec. 31, 7-9 & 10 p.m.-midnight, 
$40-$45, www.rhythmix.org/events/nye- 
soul-party.html. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 
2513 Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, 
rhythmix.org. 

New Years Rock the Yacht: Featuring 2 
specious decks, with large indoor pan- 
oramic windows, and the best seats to San 
Francisco's New Year's Eve Fireworks show 
at midnight with partially open deck. Music 
will be served up by a DJ so you can dance 
the night away. Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-1 a.m., 
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$209-$2,017, www.sfnewyearseve.com/nye- 
rock-the-yacht-sf. Pier 40, Embarcadero at 
Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 

NYE 2016 Shit Show: Bootie will not only have 
the traditional champagne toast at midnight, 
but also four different balloon drops. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$1220. DNA Lounge, 
375 lith St., San Francisco, 415-626-1409, 
dnalounge.com. 

NYE 2017: A night of top 40 mashups, hip-hop, 
and club hits with a premium hosted bar all 
night. Sat., Dec. 31, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $60-$115. 
HUE Lounge & Nightclub, 447 Broadway 
Street, San Francisco, 415-843-1483, www. 
huesf.com/. 

NYE Masquerade: Enjoy live music, food, and 
cocktails 21 floors above Union Square. 
The night will include open bar, live band, 
DJ, passed Hors d’Oeuvres, midnight Moet 
toast, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $40- 
$2535. Harry Denton’s Starlight Room, 
450 Powell, San Francisco, 415-395-8595, 
starlightroomsf.com. 

NYE Massive: With world class DJs on five 
dance floors, premium party favors, massive 
balloon drops, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $55-$150. Parc 55 Hilton Hotel, 55 
Cyril Magnin, San Francisco, 415-392-8000, 
parc55hotel.com. 

NYE Soirée 2017: With erotic GoGos, a huge 
dance floor, three full bars, two levels, party 
favors, 3D hologram projection, laser and 
light effects and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
$25-$900. Venue 550, 550 15th St., San 
Francisco, 510-816-0420, venue550.com. 

Passport to the World: Party all around the 
world in just one night with a hosted open 
bar, seven rooms of entertainment, 15 DJs, 
live bands, live art exhibit, photo stations, 
and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $120-$300. 
The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

PianoFight’s New Years Eve Super Bash 
2017: Three parties in one. The bar will serve 
tasty bites and drinks and will feature The 
PianoFight Music Department (a 10-piece 
soul/rock band) performing a tribute to 
the best (and worst) music of 2016. Two 
theaters will feature DJs, a photobooth, 
and a second bar. Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-1:30 
a.m., $50-$110. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Press Club NYE 2017: Ring in the New Year 
with Press Club and party into 2017 with 
Jerry Ross beats all night. Sat., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $65-$75. Press Club Wine Bar & 
Lounge, 20 Yerba Buena, San Francisco, 
415-744-5000, pressclubsf.com. 

Primus: w/ The Claypool Lennon Delirium, Duo 
de Twang with special guests Sat., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., Sold Out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010, 
thefoxoakland.com. 
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Resolutions: A Red and Black Gala with DJ Big 
Von, DJ Green B, DJ Doogie, DJ Big Rich, 
DJ Young Fyah, a balloon drop at midnight, 
party favors, and a champagne toast. Sat., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$400. New Karibbean 
City, 1408 Webster, Oakland, 510-251-0769, 
www.nkcoakland.com. 

Shaken & Stirred: with DJ MoMentum, EI Cool 
J, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$50. 
Hawthorn, 46 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
693-9255, hawthornsf.com. 

Sleater-Kinney: Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $55-$75. 
The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco, 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Speakeasy New Year's Eve Cruise 2017: This 
themed event will transport you back to 
the 20s as you'll be surrounded by a slew 
of movers and shakers all decked to the 
nines. With black jack tables and dealers, 
2 DJs spinning the best in Top 40, four 
hours of open bar, there isn’t really much 
that’s missing from this event. To top things 
off, you'll be taking in the best views that 
the city has to offer from the outside in, 
including Treasure Island, Alcatraz, The Bay 
Bridge Lights, Golden Gate Bridge, and the 
beautiful San Francisco Skyline. Sat., Dec. 31, 
7:45 p.m.-12:45 a.m., $209-$275, www.sfn- 
ewyearseve.com/speakeasy-nye-cruise-sf. 
Pier 40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San 
Francisco, N/A. 

Street Magic Live The New Year’s Eve 
Edition: The 2nd Annual Street Magic Live 
New Years Edition show. Family friendly! 
Featuring everything from magic, juggling, 
danger stunts and much more. Sat., Dec. 31, 
7-9:30 p.m., $45, www.brownpapertickets. 
com/event/2602831. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Sugar New Year's Eve: with Mahlae Balenciaga 
and DJ Deft Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35-$45. 
The Cafe, 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
621-4434, cafesf.com. 

Swagger Like Us x NYE: with DJs davo, Val 
G, Adam Kraft, Jasmine Infiniti and more. 
Hosted by Kelly Lovemonster and Viktor 
Belmont Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$1000. 
F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192, 
feightsf.com. 

Tainted Love: with John Brothers Piano 
Company, The Cottontails, and Girl in the 
Fishbowl. Sat., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $60-$65. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-474-0365, bimbos365club.com. 

The California Honeydrops: Sat., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m.-midnight, $55, www.theuctheatre. 
org/event/1337937-california-honey- 
drops-berkeley/. The UC Theatre, 2036 
University Ave, Berkeley, 510-356-4000, 
theuctheatre.org. 
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Tituss Burgess & Jane Krakowski: performing 
with the San Francisco Symphony. Sat., Dec. 
31, 8 p.m., $60-$180. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-864-6000, 
sfsymphony.org. 

Tituss Burgess and Jane Krawowski with the 
San Francisco Symphony: Award-winning 
actors Tituss Burgess (Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt) and Jane Krakowski (30 Rock) 
bring their one-of-a-kind chemistry to 
the San Francisco Symphony for their first 
ever full-length concert collaboration. 
Celebrate the New Year with a healthy dose 
of charisma and humor as these perform 
songs from Frank Sinatra's catalog of hits, 
Broadway shows like The Wiz, and their own 
unique takes on holiday favorites. Sat., Dec. 
31, 8 p.m., $55-$180. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-864-6000, 
sfsymphony.org. 

Under the Dome New Year's Eve: Two dance 
areas with multiple DJs, state of the art 
sound and lighting, party favors, midnight 
champagne toast, and more. Sat., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $45-$2,499. Westfield San Francisco 
Centre, 846 Market Street, San Francisco. 

Unknown Mortal Orhcestra: with Morgan 
Delt Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99-$100. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420, theindependentsf.com. 

Uptown Cabaret: with Lee Presson & The Nails 
Sat., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20. Uptown Nightclub, 
1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, 
uptownnightclub.com. 

USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space Museum New 
Year's Eve Gala: A Special Fundraising Gala 
for the Museum's Education Department 
with three dance floors, free dance lessons, 
a silent auction, a midnight countdown, and 
more. Sat., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $55-$95. USS 
Hornet Museum, Pier 3, Alameda Point, 
Alameda, 510-521-8448, uss-hornet.org. 

W San Francisco New Years 2017: With live 
DJ sets by San Francisco's top deejays and 
a four hour premium open bar. Sat., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m.-2 a.m., $160-$2,975, sfnewyearseve. 
com/wsf-nye. W San Francisco, 181 Third St., 
San Francisco, 415-777-5300, starwoodho- 
tels.com/whotels. 

Zeki’s Bar NYE Bash 2017: Unlimited open 
bar all night, dancing, and champagne at 
midnight. Sat., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $75-$85. 
Zeki's Bar, 1319 California, San Francisco, 
415-928-0677, www.zekisbar.com. 
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Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Cock Shot," 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 
p.m., $7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415- 
872-5160. “Music Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 
p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
“BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 
p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 


facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 


Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, Mondays, 6 p.m.; Tuesdays, 6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
Live Jazz, Live jazz music and drink specials., 
9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, 415-431-1151. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m.; 
The Pleasure Palace, fourth Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 415- 
861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. ‘Salsaholic,"” Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., 
free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating resident 


DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 


EAT & DRINK 


p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), underground- 
nomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Echale Mas 
Salsa," 8 p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), 


playasf.com. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6455. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 


10 p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415- 
292-2583. Bay City Blues, w/ special guests, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. Big Sticky Mess, w/ Trynket, 
9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, boomboomtickets.com/ 
event.cfm?id=253104&cart. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues," 6:30 p.m. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. The Stan Erhart 
Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
1666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & 
friends, first and second Tuesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m.; fourth and Last Tuesday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., free, (415) 647-2888. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-451-8100. Two Piece Tuesdays, A weekly 
event featuring live music, delicious cocktails 
and Taropy with Miss Ginger., Tuesdays, 7-10 


p.m., Free. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, 
and guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, 
facebook.com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 415- 
339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
$10-§20, eprlife.com. 
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F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“'Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www.housepi- 
talitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “WCW Wednesdays,” 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703- 
9751. “Juicy,” 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896-6374. 
Stitch - Happy Hour, Nu-disco and deep house 
happy hour with DJ Peter Noble (Tight Pants) 
featuring special fashion related events, 
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m., free, clubomgsf.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278-9474. 
“EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-503-1670. “West Coast Wednesdays,” w/ 
DJs LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, Last Wednesday 


of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
151-1122. The Toast Inspectors, Last Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989- 
7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The 
Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
920-0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, Mondays, 6 p.m.; Tuesdays, 6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552- 
6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger Experi- 
ence, Fridays, 7:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. David Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, 
Wednesdays, 7-10 p.m., Free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. 29th Street Swingtet, fourth 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 


Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Fran- 
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cisco, 415-285-3369. Abe Imansia Jazz Group, 
Wednesdays, 7:30-11:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 
Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba dance party 
with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. “Latin Lounge,” Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Bachatalicious,” 7 
p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “International Freak Out A Go 
Go,” w/ resident DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby 
Ganush, Mark Gergis, and Special Lord B, 


Last Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Steve Willis & The Willing, 7:30 
& 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. Jake Nielsen's Triple Threat, 
fourth Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m.-2 
a.m., $5, www.boomboomroom.com/event/ 
jake-nielsens-triple-threat-4th-wednesday- 
of-every-month/. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,’’ 6:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-8667. Big Bones & Chris Siebert, Every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., free. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000. Christopher Boa's Liquid 
Lounge, fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $5. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Marc & the Casuals, w/ DJ Primo, 
9 p.m., $18-$20. 


KARAOKE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
551-5157. Karaoke with KJ Paul, 9:30 p.m., free. 
The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415- 
584-4445. Wednesday Karaoke, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. “Smoked Out Soul,” w/ Zebuel & guests, 
fourth and second Wednesday of every month, 


9 p.m., facebook.com/smokedoutsoul. 
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THE INTERN 


by Dan Savage 


I’m having an issue with my boyfriend, and I don’t 
know if Iam the crazy, paranoid, controlling party 
here. We have been together for more than a year 
and a half. We had troubles early on because he has a 
low sex drive. It made me very insecure, and I think 
that’s why, at the time, I became extremely jealous of 
his friendship with his very attractive intern. I fully 
owned up to my irrational jealousy and decided on my 
own that it was my responsibility to overcome that. 
She eventually stopped working with him, and they 
haven't been in contact for over sex months. Fast-for- 
ward to the present. On Monday night, I asked my 
boyfriend what his plans were on Tuesday. (I am 
studying for law school exams, so I knew I wouldn't 
have time to spend with him.) Around 8:30 on 
Tuesday, he texted me and asked how studying was 
going, and I asked him again what his plans were. 

He told me he was going to meet an “old coworker” at 
a bar for birthday drinks. I didn’t think twice about 
it. Then, around 11:30 when I got in bed to relax, I 
saw on my Instagram feed that his old intern posted 
a photo of her birthday party at the bar. I became 
extremely upset, because instead of being up front 
and saying he was meeting HER for her birthday, he 
was intentionally ambiguous. I confronted him when 
he got home, and he admitted to being ambiguous 

to avoid a “freak-out.” I told him that if hed been up 
front with me, I would have been jealous but I would 
have also been mindful of my toxic feelings and not 
projected them onto him. I told him that as a result of 
how he handled it, I feel worse, I feel lied to, and I feel 
insecure. He acted like I was being ridiculous. He in- 
sisted it was a last-minute invite and he didn’t want 
to cause any drama. We went to sleep, and I woke up 
feeling pretty much over it. But when he got into the 
shower, I looked at his phone and saw that she had 
actually invited him on Monday afternoon. So he 
lied to me when I asked him what his plans were on 
Tuesday, and he lied to me again when he said it was 
a last-minute invite. Iam not upset with him for get- 
ting drinks with her—most of his friends are female 
and I NEVER feel jealous about them. I have a weird 
tic about this girl, though, and I’ve owned up to it. I 
don’t want to control him, but I feel like I can’t trust 
him now. Up until now, I’ve never once suspected him 
of being dishonest. 

Am I Crazy? 


Sex months? Interesting typo. 

There’s another way to read your boyfriend’s 
ambiguity/obfuscation/dishonesty about Tuesday 
night: equal parts considerate and self-serving. 
Your boyfriend knew you had to study, he knew 
his ex-intern is a sore subject/weird tic, and by 
opting for ambiguity he allowed you to focus on 
your studies. So that was maybekindasorta con- 
siderate of him. And since one person’s “mindful 
of my toxic feelings” and “handling it” is another 
person’s “freak-out” and “invasion of privacy,” 
AIC, your boyfriend opted for ambiguousness/ 
deceit-by-omission to avoid drama. And perhaps 
that was self-serving of him. 

Want to prove to your boyfriend that he didn’t 
need to lie to you about spending time with his 
ex-intern? Retroactively bestow your blessing on 
Tuesday night’s birthday drinks and stop raking 
him over the fucking coals for his thoroughly 
explicable actions. (They’re so explicable, I just 
explicked the shit out of them.) Yes, he lied to 
you. But unless you’re made of marshmallow fluff 
and unicorn farts, AIC, you’ve lied to him once or 
twice over the last year and a half. Even the “most 
honest” people on earth tell the odd harmless, 
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self-serving white lie once in a while. If you want 
your relationship to last, AIC, you roll your eyes 
at the odd HSSW lie and move on. If you want 
your relationship to end, you do exactly what 
you re doing. 

If your boyfriend hasn't given you some other 
reason(s) to believe he’s cheating with his ex-in- 
tern or anyone else, AIC, drop the Tuesday night/ 
birthday drinks subject. I would also advise you 
to apologize to your boyfriend for having “looked 
at his phone” while he was in the shower, which 
is both an asshole move and, yes, a sign that you 
might be the crazy, paranoid, and controlling one 
in this relationship. And for the sake of your re- 
lationship—for the sake of fuck—stop following 
the ex-intern on Instagram. 

Finally, AIC, you mention mismatched sex 
drives. As several commenters pointed out on my 
blog, where your letter appeared as the Savage 
Love Letter of the Day, mismatched sex drives are 
usually a bad sign. You talk about the libido issue 
in the past tense, so perhaps it’s not a problem 
anymore. But if the problem was resolved ina 
way that left you feeling neglected, insecure, and 
frustrated, it wasn’t resolved and it constitutes a 
much bigger threat to your relationship than that 
ex-intern. 


I’m a 35-year-old man in a serious relationship— 
the best I’ve ever been in—with a girl I'll likely mar- 
ry. I'm happy with monogamy, aside from one aspect: 
Ihave a foot fetish that’s getting stronger with age 
and I can’t bear the thought of never sucking another 
girl's toes again. I should note that my girlfriend is 
more than happy to shove her feet in my mouth, but 
I fantasize almost constantly about other women’s 
feet. I'm tempted to find paid foot-girls, something 
I’ve done in the past but never while in a relationship. 
But that would be cheating, right? I don’t think I can 
bring myself to ask for my girlfriend’s blessing, and 
I'd be shocked if she offered it. What do I do? 

Fear Of Missing Out On Feet 


You bring yourself to ask, FOMOOF, even if 
you have to drag your ass there. If your girlfriend 
is sex-positive—if she’s not just shoving her feet 
in your mouth to shut you up—initiate conversa- 
tions about your kinks (and hers), your sexual his- 
tory (and hers), and sexual adventures you might 
want to have with her in the future (and ones she 
might want to have with you). If she’s curious and 
interested and upbeat during these convos and 
about your kinks, suggest going to a foot fetish 
party together—one where you can suck other 
women’s toes and other men can suck hers. 


I’m aman who is sexually attracted to trans wom- 
en. I’ve been told that if I’m attracted to women, it 
shouldn’t matter what genitals they have. I’ve also 
been told that if I like penis, it shouldn’t matter if 
the owner presents as male or female. Am I unfairly 
fetishizing trans women? 

Gain Understanding Into Loving Trans 


You're attracted to women, GUILT, some wom- 
en have penises, and you find penis-having wom- 
en particularly attractive. If you’re not attracted 
to men with penises and you're not attracted to 
men like Buck Angel, i.e., trans men with vaginas, 
then you're not attracted to men generally, cock 
or no cock. So long as you can state your prefer- 
ences in a way that doesn’t dehumanize the peo- 
ple you are attracted to or denigrate the people 
you aren't attracted to, GUILT, you have nothing 
to feel self-conscious or guilty about. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 
or WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
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be 
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FICTICIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 


NAME STATEMENT 
File No. A-0373845-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 


Big Rec Taproom, 3066 24th 
Street, SF, CA 94110, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

The Bogside LLC (CA), 1921 Hyde 
St., SF, CA 94109 

The business is conducted by: a 
limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A. 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 





Enjoy yourself! 

The finest CMTs 

& soothing technique 
in our private rooms. 


Body Massage 
Body Scrub 

Free Sauna 

Free Table Shower 
w/ Body Massage Only *45 


415-759-8577 


2450 Taraval St (SF) 


Free Parking 


ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HELING CENTER 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


Locen / Ua 


7, 2505 Judah Street. $ 


knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Michael McCloskey, Managing 
Partner 

The Bogside LLC 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 13, 2016. 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/22, 12/29/16, 1/5, 1/12/17 
CNS-2956766# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0373804-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
1.GSL, 2. GSLL, 3. GSL Labs, 4. 
Learn and Launch, 220 Jackson 
Street, 3rd Floor, S.F.,CA 94111, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 





F CA 94122 





Global Sensing and Learning Labs 
Inc., 220 Jackson Street, 3rd Floor, 
S.F., CA 94111; (CA) 

The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Not Applicable 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Sungche Ryahg, CEO 

Global Sensing and Learning 

Labs Inc. 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 9, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
























violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16, 1/5/17 
CNS-2955636# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0373662-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Mommentto, 2297 Laguna St., Unit 
10, San Francisco, CA 94115, County 
of San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Mommentto, LLC (CA) 2297 Laguna 
St, Unit 10, San Francisco, CA 94115 
The business is conducted by: A 
Limited Liability Company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 11/18/16 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Miriam Boixeda Bigas, Manager 
Mommentto, LLC 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 30, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 
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five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/8, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16 
CNS-2952342# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0373479-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

MRL Marketing Group, 945 Taraval 
St. #801, SF, CA 94116, County of 
San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Medium Rare Labs LLC (CA), 945 
Taraval St. #801, SF, CA 94116 

The business is conducted by: a 
limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 11/1/16 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Chris Mak, President 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 15, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 


“The highest circulated newspaper in San Francisco and the Peninsula.” 


Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22/16 
CNS-2950677# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0373577-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

LP Consultant, 1775 Ofarrell St. 
Apt. 19, San Francisco, CA 94115, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Lan Pham, 1775 Ofarrell St. Apt. 19, 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 10/15/16 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Lan Pham 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 23, 2016 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/1, 12/8, 12/15, 12/22/16 
CNS-2950599# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


HELP WANTED 


Vocalist Wanted 

Male vocalist age 25 to 45 wanted 
for established theatrical hard 
rock band. 

(415) 816-5407 


EverString Technology Ltd seeks 


2 Sr S/W Eng in San Mateo, CA 
(#SSEO17 & #SSE018). Mail resume 
Attn: HR to 1850 Gateway Dr., Ste. 
400, San Mateo, CA 94404 quoting 
job # 


IT/software: Maplebear, Inc. 
(d/b/a Instacart) in San Francisco, 
CA seeks Digital Asset Librarian 
(#DAL017) and Sr S/W Engr 
(#SSW017). Mail resume Attn: HR 
to 50 Beale Street, Ste 600, San 
Francisco, CA 94105, quoting 
respective job number. 


Business: Maplebear, Inc. (d/b/a 
Instacart) in San Francisco, CA 
seeks Sr Prod Designer (#SPD017) 
and Analytics Mgr (#1AM017). Mail 
resume Attn: HR to 50 Beale Street, 
Ste 600, San Francisco, CA 94105, 
quoting respective job number. 


Coinbase, Inc. seeks Engineering 
Manager at San Francisco, CA 
location to oversee coordination 
& overall integration of technical 
activities for engineering projects. 
Responsible for day-to-day 
management & growth of 
engineering team. Req. exp. in 
exceptional coding abilities & 
exp. with architectural patterns 

of large, high-scale applications; 
& ability to problem solve & assist 
with technological architectural 
decisions. For more info & to apply 
contact 

careers@coinbase.com. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SEEKING 
FUN 
PEOPLE 
TO PARTY 
IN BOISE!!! 


TREEFORT MUSIC FEST 
March 22-26, 2017 
TMF-888-2017 
www.treefortmusicfest.com 


SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, INC. 
West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 
1-800-332-1238 
www.MauiResorts.com 


SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA COMPANY 


DIFFERENT. LOCAL. RELEVANT. FREE 


THE VOICE OF SAN FRANCISCO 











RUN 
YOUR 
LEGAL 

AD 

WITH 

US! 
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Call 415-314-1835 
or visit 
Sfweekly.com 
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| SAN FRANCISCO Gis OPEN DAILY 11 7 , 
i 
' GREEN EVALUATIONS (478) 831-1032 sfge.con teens SACk 
| | 
: : «&) 
l l 
: M A R I J U A N A A) ot 7 . HIGH QUALITY PHOTO)ID Cards from ANY Doctor 
[ with this coupon BEWARE! Some Clinics Come\and|Go and your . - HMosr 
| (not valid with any other offer) | Recommendation Will be Worthless Sire 
, E VA L U AT | O N S Don't Take/a Chance. We are the Oldest and Most Dependabley . | 
Only Our|Doctors Will Support You in Court fat OurExpense if|Needed| 
Cam Frameiseo 2533 Mission ‘Street™ | | moven! 
41'5°9/70°2236mSan Francisco, (CAX94 110 
= www.Pricel Evaluations.biz 
' oy 
Feetad & peace | Compassionate Health Options | 
| 
* Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Medical'Marij Ta aluations 
* Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * ° 
* Fri-Sat: Noon-2am * im ~N ; a, iY | ; We Price Match : 
(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com | Gam \ We / 4 ) B® Cannabis Gifts ) 
2 \ ae y . 2 
Matis) Graneitis Guciveitame | LS 
¥ GET LEGAL! | 
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# 420MD.ORG 
Oekland 
7633 Telegraph Ave. #109 
(610) 832-5000 
Berkeley 10AM-6PM - 
ri. 


2565 Telegraph Ave OPEN 7 DAYS: 
1410) 204.9e99 
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IF YOU RECEIVED A LETTER FROM 
” eee en 7) QUEST DIAGNOSTICS 
reer 7 Wate REGARDING A PRIVACY BREACH YOU 
Holiday Gift : MAY BE OWED MONEY DAMAGES 


Assortments ——S a. Stay-Fresh Mason Jars Call (886) 663-3308 for 
at $45 and $95 Stuffed with 1 oz of Premium a free confidential consultation. 
Cannabis - $175 - $215 
(After Taxes) 


Eric Grover, Esq. 
Keller Grover LLP 
Delivery / 415 983 2998 + Dispensary / 415 409 1002 a 
1326 Grove Street, SF, CA (Attorney-Advertising) 


Bay Area Safe Alternatives 
San Francisco’s Premium Cannabis Delivery & Dispensary 
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